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PREFACE. 



The publication of ibis volame seemed to be called for 
becanse the matter which it contains has not hitherto 
been accessible in a permanent form. Bradford has passed 
through such marvellous stages of development that the 
history of its governing body is of great importance ; hence 
my desire to place the main outlines of that history upon 
record. 

In no sense, however, can this effort be regarded as 
exhaustive ; the endeavour has been to present an epitome 
of corporate work rather than an elaborated history* The 
information I am enabled to give has been compiled from 
various sources. The books of the Corporation, comprising 
the early records handed over by the Lighting and Watching 
Commissioners and the Board of Highway Surveyors, have 
been placed at my disposal by Mr. McGowen, the Town 
Clerk. The Municipal Year Book, originated and for some 
years compiled by the late Alderman Joseph Farrar, has 
supplied some information, and I have had the privilege of 
making use of Corporation documents left by him. It 
may be that in dealing with so many facts and figures 
inaccuracies have crept in, but no pains have been spared 
to avoid them. I may add, that in order to preserve some 
degree of continuity where it appeared desirable to conclude 
the narrative of any particular event, it has been necessary 
to depart occasionally from strict chronological arrangement. 

Having a high regard for men who have assisted in 
raising Bradford from a place of comparative insignificance 
to its present high position among the municipal towns of 
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England, I have added brief notices of many who have been 
especially associated with the public bodies referred to in 
these ** Notes." In numerous cases I have been successful 
in securing portraits, and I should have been glad if the 
collection were even more complete. 

In eyery instance the artistic work has been done by 
Bradford artists. To Messrs. Appleton & Go. and Mr. 
A. Sachs, of Bradford, I am indebted for the photographic 
portraits of Mayors which embellish the volume, and which 
have been excellently reproduced by the Woodburytype 
process; Mr. John Sowden, the late Mr. Begester, Mr. 
Arthur North, Mr. McArthur, Mr. John Thornton, and 
Mr. T. T. Empsall, junior, have supplied the sketches for 
the electrotype illustrations; and I am indebted to Mr. 
William Scruton for two interesting views. Mr. Abraham 
Holroyd, of Eldwick, voluntarily ofifered me the use of the 
woodcut depicting Bradford as it was, and the steel plate 
showing the town as it now is ; and these I thankfully 
accepted. For permission to reproduce the beautiful plan 
showing the area covered by the waterworks scheme of the 
Corporation I am indebted to the courtesy of Mr. A. B. 
Binnie, C.E., and of other corporate officials. 

Mr. W. G. Hird, of Bradford, kindly undertook the 
difficult work of indexing the many items contained in the 
volume ; and in its completed form the Author trusts that 
it may be found a not unimportant contribution to the 
history of his native town. 



October, 1881. 



HISTORICAL NOTES. 



INTRODUCTORY. 

In the compilation of the earlier portion of the following 
records, the author has been indebted almost entirely to the 
information contained in the manuscript volumes preserved at 
the Bradford Parish Church. Valuable as these records 
undoubtedly are, the merest scraps of information, with no 
regard to continuity, are all that are obtainable from them, 
a circumstance the more marked when placed in contrast 
with the voluminous records of the present day. In one 
volume, commenced in the year 1687 and concluded in 1825, 
the proceedings of the overseers of the poor are mixed up 
with minutes referring to Church matters, instructions to 
the two surveyors of the town, and entries of the appoint- 
ment of constables. Even from the meagre debtor and 
creditor accounts which the overseers or the highway sur- 
veyors of the past vouchsafed to their constituents, and with 
which it would appear they were satisfied, we are able, 
however, to draw comparisons invaluable for reference, and 
the information is such as cannot be obtained elsewhere. 

Coming forward to the beginning of the present century, 
a more ample supply of material is available in the records 
commenced by the Lighting and Watching Commissioners, 
instituted by the Act of 1808 ; and in the year 1843 the 
Board of Highway Surveyors, appointed under the Highway 
Act of 1885, came into existence, thus supplanting the two 
surveyors elected yearly by the vestry. From the year 
1847, the period of incorporation, the material at hand is 
of course ample, but for obvious reasons we have culled 
only those items which presented features of interest* 
6 
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Many of the entries even in the Corporation books refer to 
matters of detail not here alluded to. Other references are 
often so slight that they bnt give the cne to events of more 
general interest, and in snch eases we have made up the 
deficiency from other sources. The documents left by both 
the Commissioners and Highway Surveyors are now invalu- 
able to their successors, the Corporation, containing, as 
they do, a record of the periods when various streets 
were '' declared,'' i.e., taken in hand by the authorities, and 
maintained as public highways. The books preserved at the 
Parish Church and the Town Hall are in excellent keeping, 
but it is to be regretted that the documents at the latter 
place are unclassified. With all deference to this method 
of treating past records of the town, we cannot refrain from 
suggesting tiiat the cumbrous mass of documentary material 
should undergo a thorough overhauling, and that a complete 
classification be made of those books and documents which 
are worthy of preservation. 

In dealing with the period embraced in the century pre- 
ceding the election of the Commissioners in 1803, we are 
almost by the force of cii'cumstances obliged to notice matters 
not strictly appertaining to the management t)f the highways, 
if indeed the term ''management" be not a misnomer, 
where so little was attempted by the town's authorities, and 
everybody did pretty much as they pleased. The vestry was 
the ruling authority, and was chary of spending money, 
being generally disposed towards the principle which has, 
since its day, been regarded as ''economy," namely, 
expending as little as possible upon whatever object. 

The first complete entry upon poor's account, for the 
year 1688, refers to the accounts of William Dixon, one of 
the overseers for the "west end of Bradford," and of William 
Webster, overseer for the " east end," or Kirkgate and 
Barkerend, showing that for the west end the contribu- 
tions towards the maintenance of the poor amounted to 
£118 9s. 2d., and for the east end to ^678 lOs. 6d., or a 
total of £196 19s. 8d. The above accounts were examined 
and passed in vestry meeting by Thos, Ledgard, Abm« 
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Balme, David Parkinson, JuQes Denliam, Matttiew Stead, 
ThoB. Walker, and Thoa. Hodgson. 

Witli little variatioc the same form of acconnt appears 
year by year, except that some overseers were more esact 
than others in explaining items comprising the " snndriea." 
Thns : Thos. Hodgson returns " By losa for Will. Eawson 
coalmine being nnpaid, £01 02s. Od. ; Henry Hoppey,* 
for poor's renU ; by Jeremy Bower being oversessed, 
£00 01s. 6d.;" "received of Rich. Shepherd, one year's rent 
of the Black Abbey land," &c. 



Failing any existing description of the appearance of 
Bradford abont this period, the accompaoying block plan of 

* The SeBij Hopper T»ttmi to wM nsher M the Fieo Oiauunai School 
ftdjolnlng tbs Fnriih Chorch, and (or maBj jears kept the dmrchvirdeiiB' 
nccoonta, vhloh uv moBt ajuple In detail^ but which mpplj no {nfomi&tioii in 
regard to the >ab}ect with wMch we are ooncemed. He resided at the honae 
whioli [onnetlj stood at the end ot BcoadatoDei. The brld^ near to Mb honH was 
known u Hojpey Bridge [or long iftarwardB. Aiter thirty-eereli yean' faithful 
■nrrlai aa niher he rengned in 17D7, and wae preiented b; the gaTemore of the 
icbool with a gratnity of £5, "in teetimony of hia having for so numj jeon 
Beqoltted and behned binueU in hia oSca." 
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the town may be introduced. It was taken from the original 
plan drawn in 1700, now in the possession of Edward 
Hailstone, Esq., of Walton Hall, and was introduced into the 
** History of Bradford " by Mr. John James, who had no 
doubt of its accuracy, as it accorded, in a great measure, 
with a view of the town taken about the same period by 
Mr. Warburton, Somerset Herald, which is now in the 
British Museum. The streets shown are Eirkgate, Ivegate, 
Westgate, and Silsbridge Lane, and in addition there were 
a few scattered houses in Goodman's-end and Barkerend. 

In 1714, a memorandum was made by the vestry, which 
suggests the existence of some attempt at the suppression 
of street begging and systematic distribution of alms, as it 
proceeds as follows : — 

We do order and agree that none of the poor persons in this town 
shall, for the f atiire> be relieyed by us or any other of the inhabitants 
of this town, at our or their respective houses, by way of alms. But 
that in lieu thereof a month's additional poor assess shaU from hence- 
forth be annually collected in this town by the Overseers of the Poor 
for the time being, whereof one twenty-sixth part shall, every fort- 
night, be bestowed in oat-bread, to be by such overseers distributed 
every other Sunday, or Lord's Day, at the Parish Church of Bradford, 
immediately after divine service and sermon there in the morning, to 
and amongst such poor persons of this town as shall resort to the said 
church on those days to hear divine service there, or being impotent 
and unfit to repair to the said church shall send some other person 
thither on his, her, or their behalf. 

The autographs to this memorandum comprise those of 
many of the influential residents of the town at that period, 
viz.: — 

Wu. Bawson. Bobt. Stansthld. 

Wu. SWAINE. BiCH. BiCHABDBOK. 

Asm. Swaine. Jos. Garobayie. 

John Bowbb. Bich. Thompson. 

Jno. Stookdale. Francis Boadbs. 

Matt. Stead. Sam. Heminowat. 

Thos. Walkeb. John Nobthbop. 

Will. Mobtimeb. Joseph Holmes. 

The William Bawson named above was an attorney and 
general trader, and was a man of considerable note. He 
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ctHitracted with the Poatmaster-Genersl during Queen Anne's 
tiiae for the delivery of all letters between London and 
Tadcaeter, and also to Settle and some other northern towns. 
Hfl was also a lessee of market tolls, farms, coal mines, or 
anythiog likely to be profitable, and had the management of 



the Bradford taxes. He rebuilt the Manor Hall, in 1705, 
upon the site of an old residence called Bradford Hall, which 
was erected by his predecessors in Henry the Seventh's time, 
and which was described as a "fair place." The Manor 
Hall, which in its torn has been superseded by the present 
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magnificent covered Market, was an imposing structmre, and 
considerable expense had been laid out by the owners in 
interior decorations. The wall paintings generally were by 
Parmentier, a French artist. There was a noble staircase, 
and it is said that the paintings upon the various landings 
were by the celebrated Sir James ThornhilL These and 
other indications of the taste of its owners sufficed to 
denote that the old hall ranked high as a town residence. 
Its subsequent history was not of a dignified character, 
although, long after it had ceased to be the manorial 
residence, the hall remained a monument of stateliness; 
but the original surroundings, the gardens in fi*ont, the 
orchard behind, the avenue of trees extending far into the 
rear, were beyond reproduction. The annexed sketch of 
the principal entrance has been taken from what remains of 
the original stonework now removed to Peel Park, where 
it forms the framework of a drinking fountain. The inscrip- 
tion stone, inscribed upon an enscrolled shield, reads as 
follows : — 

Incbpt, 1705. Pebpbot, 1707. 

Impensis 

Wm. BawsoNj Gent. 

The hall afterwards became tenanted for trade purposes, 
one portion being occupied as "Goodchild's Temperance 
Hotel," the other as ''Beckett's Eating House." The 
space in front was covered, at that time, by an odd collection 
of wooden erections and quack-doctors' stands. 

Samuel Hemingway was an attorney, his residence being 
Boldshay Hall, which he either erected or considerably 
improved. His son, Henry Hemingway, was also an attorney, 
and married, in 1740, Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel Lister, 
of Horton House, from whom he acquired, in addition to his 
family possessions, the Lister property at Horton and Brad- 
ford. His only daughter, Mary, married Dr. Crowther, of 
Leeds, and their daughter and heiress was married to Colonel 
Thomas George Fitzgerald, of Turlogh, Ireland, whose son. 
Major Fitzgerald, still owns the Boldshay estate. 

Robert Stansfield was a wealthy drysalter in Bradford, 
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and it was his son who purchased^ in 1765, the Esholt 
estates, inherited hy the present Colonel Stansfield. 

Bichard Bichardson lived at Birkshall. Through his 
father, John, also of Birkshall, he inherited mnch landed 
property in Bradford. His mother was sister to Archbishop 
Sharp, bom in Ivegate, Bradford, in the year 1644. Bich. 
Bichardson acted as the agent of his uncle the archbishop's 
property in Bradford. 

Bich. Thompson, one of those named in the above list, was 
also a Bradford attorney, and was probably ancestor of the 
legal Thompsons who have since practised in Bradford. 

For the year 1724, and for some time afterwards, no 

detailed accounts appear in the town's books, and, probably 

from some irregularity having occurred in the management 
of town's affairs, resolutions were agreed to at a vestry 

meeting held October, 1734, ordering that — 

All oyerseerB, snrreyors^ constables, or other officers shaUj within 
two months from the end of the year upon which they go out of office, 
bring their aocompts to two of the principle inhabitants of the town, 
in order to be by them inspected and examined, and that within one 
month after that they shaU be passed by four or six of the principle 
inhabitants, and a true copy made and left with the keeper of the 
town's book. 

That the Overseers of the Poor, with two or three of the principle 
inhabitants, shall go about the town once in three months, to view 
the condition of the poor, and see that no new inhabitants come Jnto 
and endeayour to settle in the town without certificates ; and if, after 
notice to get certificates, they neglect, they shall be removed to the 
places of their respective settlements. 

Thai no owners of hotues shall let to any persons (not belonging 
to the town) any of their said houses before such persons have brought 
proper oertificates for the town's indemnity. 

The exceeding care with which the town's purse was 
guarded may be judged by the following extract : — 

That no surveyor of the highways shaU make or amend any new 
ways but with the consent and approbation of four or six of the prin- 
ciple inhabitants of the town, except it be by an order from the 
Qiuirter Sessions. 

That when any aocompts are given in and passed, no more than 
sixpence for every man then present shaU be spent upon or put to the 
town's aooompt. 
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The ''accompts" so giyen in, however, are singularly 
sparse in detail, being for many years in the form of which 
the following is a specimen : — 
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The great increase which had taken place in the amount of 
revenue is apparent when it is considered that the above 
amount represents one month's transactions. A large 
proportion of this increase, however, was created by the 
drain upon the public purse for expenses in supplementing 
the Militia, which were included under the head of '' Contin- 
gencies." 

In the minutes for May, 1798, we find an entry to the 
following effect, which, in a graphic way, tells its own 
story: — 

Whereas^ the order made April 20th last^ 1795> respecting the 
turning out of pigs to run at large in the streets and highways of the 
township of Bradford not haying been sufficiently attended to by the 
township men : 

Resolved — ^That public notice be given by the cryer and by hand- 
bills thatj from and after the 12th day of May nextj 
the owner of such pig or pigs as are found at large 
wiU be indicted for the same by the constable of the 
town. 

Resolved — ^That John Bawnsley be appointed to get the same 
cry'd and handbills drawn up, printed, and distri- 
buted accordingly, and pay one shilling for eyery 
pig so found at large to any person who shaU take 
up and get the same pounded. 

(Signed) John Nicholsok. 
Saul. Habtlxt. 
Will. Nobthbop. 

This order, however, imperative as it may appear, suffered 
the fate of many others issued from the vestry — ^it was 
without effect. Hence we find another minute entered in 
September, and whether, after this peremptory notice, the 
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porcine tribe continaed to perambulate the streets of the 
town in parsnit of ''unconsidered trifles/' despite the 
endeavours of the beadle, with ''such assistance as he 
could procure/' is not recorded. The minute was as 
follows : — 

The order made the 7 of May last respectmg the tonung out of 
piggs to run at large in the Btreets and highways within this town- 
ship still oontinning to be a very great nuisance : 

Ordered — ^That Bobt. Wray, the beadle^ with snoh assistance as 
he may procure, be appointed to carry the order 
made as mentioned above into execution. 

At the vestry meeting held in January, 1802, it was 
agreed that the undermentioned persons pay five shillings 
per yard for their respective proportions for the repair of 
Hundersclifif Lane, in lieu of repairing the same at their 
own expense, viz. : — ^Mr. Hustler, 627 yards ; Mr, Lister, 
48 yards; Mr. William Tetley, 80 yards; Mr. William 
Pollard, 868 yards ; and Mr. James Marshall, 8^ yards. 

From the result of a census taken in 1780, to determine 
the question of the right of soke in Bradford, it appears that 
the number of inhabitants in Bradford was then 4479. Li 
Manningham the number of inhabitants was 726, making a 
total of 6200 for the two places. This was exclusive of 
Horton and Bowling, with a population probably of 8600, 
giving a combined total of 8700 souls. James gives the 
population of '* the town," in 1781, at 4200, which is some- 
what misleading. Twenty years later, namely in 1801, the 
population of the four townships was 18,864 ; 6898 being 
in Bradford, 2066 in Bowling, 8469 in Horton, and 1867 in 
Manningham. The increase, although bearing no analogy 
to the rate of progress in more recent times, was sufficiently 
large to afford indication of the tendency to expansion during 
the period alluded to. The stimulus was supplied by the 
growing character of the worsted trade in the town. Three 
mills had either been erected or were in course of erection, 
namely — the first, in 1798, in the Holme (Thornton Road), 
by Messrs. Swaine, Bamsbotham & Go. ; another, in 1802, 
by Mr. Bichard Fawcett ; and a third, immediately after, by 
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Mr. John Bond, senior. Altbongb Wakefield vaa then Uie 
principal wool mart for the conntj, townsmeii like the two 
John HnsUere, lather and eon, who vere engaged in that 
trade, were largely instrnmental in developing the town, and 
thns paving the way for its becoming what it since has 
become, the metropolis of both the wool and worsted bnei- 
nesBOB of Yorkshire. Tho neceBtdty for some improTement 
is clearly demonatrated if the story be true that the first 
steam-boiler intended for Messrs. Swaine & Bamsbotham's 
factory had to he conveyed a roundabout way to its desti- 
□atJon, the Btreeta being so narrow as not to admit of its 



The Uwket Eoiue, Bank Street, 

Notwithstanding that the town had snch a fntnre before 
it, public enterprise, at the period referred to, was confined 
to few indeed of its pubho men ; John Hastier and two or 
three others evincing foresight enough to provide for the 
requirements of the town in prospective. The necessity for 
a public market-house, in place of tho utter lack of provision 
of that kind in Westgate, where the market was held on 
Thnrsdays and Saturdays, led Mr. John Hustler, the elder, 
in 1782, to get up a small company, for the erection of a 
market-house, with shambles, &c., in Bower Croft, the site 
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of the present Exchange. The hnildings were erected, bnt 
the project was opposed by Mr. Marsden, the lord of the 
manor, and it was abandoned, the market building being 
converted into a warehouse, and those intended for shambles 
into cottages. In 1795, Benjamin Bawson, Esq., purchased 
the manor and manorial rights, and shortly afterwards bought 
the above-named buildings, and upon the site erected the 
Market House, a sketch of which is given. It is said that 
that gentleman journeyed to Italy in order to obtain the idea 
of 8 proper design for a market house, and the purely ItaUan 
style of the building would appear to coniSrm the rumour. 
At imy rate, ho succeeded in putting up what was regarded 
as a very imposing structure, with accommodation for 
internal shops, and an assembly room, besides numerous 
butchers' shops and butter market adjoining. In 1801 , the 
market was removed to this place, and the old market in 
Westgate discontinued. 

About the same time, Mr. Hustler and his friends 
projected the construction of a new street, connecting the 
lower end of Ivegate with the bottom of Eirkgate ; but a 
new enemy arose in the person of Squire Leeds, of Boyds 
HaU, whose rights were somehow jeopardised by the project, 
and they were frustrated again. The line of New Street, 
however, was defined shortly afterwards, and the street was 
carried through after some years. Its designation of New 
Street was changed for that of Market Street after Bawson's 
market had become established there; but the transition was 
slowly effected. 

The appearance of the town has undergone such a won- 
derful change smce the period now under review, that a brief 
reference to it may be made. Happily, there is abundant 
testimony extant upon this point, and a very general agree- 
ment upon the details, which is not so remarkable where there 
was so little to create disagreement. An ''Old Inhabitant,'' 
who gave to the historian of Bradford his impressions of the 
town as it was during the latter portion of last century, 
said that then it consisted of Westgate, Eirkgate, and 
Ivegate. The informant, however, evidently overlooked 
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Barkerend, which at that period had a fringe of dwellings^ 
as it was upon the high road to Leeds. At the time of 
which the '* Old Inhabitant '* spoke, and for long after, the 
coach from Leeds to Halifax came down Barkerend, through 
Kirkgate, down Ivegate, and by way of Great Horton and 
Qneenshead, to its destination. Silsbridge Lane had also a 
few houses abutting upon its narrow length, with garden 
plots reaching down to the mill race ; and there were also 
clusters of dwellings at Stott Hill, Goodman's-end, the Turles, 
Black Abbey, &c. The bulk of the houses, however, stood 
in Westgate and the two or three streets near to it. An 
excellent idea may be formed of the kind of thorough- 
fares these were by visiting Back Lane (behind the King's 
Head Inn and Messrs. Morrell's provision shop, Westgate), 
and also what remains of Silsbridge Lane and the Leys. 
The upper side of Eirkgate and the back of Westgate con- 
sisted of meadows and crofts; there was a large rookery 
between Eirkgate and the Bowling Green, another at the 
end of the present Leeds Road, another at the top of 
what is now called Darley Street, and another at Stott 
Hill. The Bowling Green, indeed, was considered so far 
away from the centre of commerce, i.e., the Market Place, 
in Westgate, that, at the beginning of the century, when 
John Bonnell, saddler, removed from his shop at the bottom 
of Westgate to the Bowling Green, his wife piteously inquired 
of him " What he was going to live in the country for ?'* 

New Street, now Market Street^ presented a heterogeneous 
collection of buildings even so late as the year 1805. The 
line of street itself was of irregular formation, and was 
further broken by the irregularity of the class of erections 
bordering upon it. Shops, cottages, with one or two good 
residences, with here and there an open space, and an open 
brook parallel vrith it from the point where it emerged from 
the bridge near the Roebuck Yard, were the especial features, 
if we leave out the ill-made, unpaved roadway. Church 
Bridge, opposite the present Midland Station, was open at 
both ends, and, until 1840, was open upon the side nearest 
to Market Street. 
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Manningham Lane then lay between hedgerows, and the 
highroad to Bingley and the North went by way of Black 
Abbey, Whetley Hill, Towler Lane, and over Cottingley 
Moor. The first turnpike road commenced went past the 
Bed Oin, and there was a toll-bar at the bottom of Little 
Bowling Lane, now Manchester Boad. There was only one 
dwelling along this road from the toll-bar to the Bed Gin 
pnblic-honse ! 

Upon the right-hand side of Great Horton Boad there 
were a few detached houses, of the better class, near to the 
old Octagon Wesleyan Chapel, erected, in 1765, upon a 
little knoll since appropriately styled ''Mount Pleasant," 
but then known as Hilly Close. 

Goodman's-end, derived probably from having been the 
tesidence of the Vicars of Bradford, was the location of 
the Quaker Meeting House, '' DufiSeld Hall," and two or 
three detached houses. 

The Tyrrels, anciently '* Turles," and formerly a noted 
place for the diversion of the inhabitants, boasted its '' grass 
plots;" and the Hall Ings, probably -the oldest meadow land 
in the town, were still green fields. 

Quoting from the testimony of another native, Mr. Thos. 
Claye, who died at Stockport about three years ago, in his 
ninety-third year, we learn something of the social standing 
of the inhabitants of Bradford at the beginning of the century. 
Writing of that period, he says : — " The aristocracy in and 
around Bradford was considerable. There are few town 
houses, at the present day, to equal the Bawson residence 
in Eirkgate (the Manor Hall). At that time, its two fine 
avenue walks, one on each side of the mansion, with large 
trees regularly cut square, extended to Piper's Grave 
(opposite the Grammar School). Cappala Croft formed one 
side of one of these walks and beautiful gardens the other 
side. The croft was a famous place as a playground for the 
town's apprentices during the noon hour." Mr. Claye was 
bom at Black Abbey, where his ancestors had long resided, 
and his recoUections of old Bradford were very vivid, even 
after be bad been removed from the town for seventy years. 
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The statement of Thomas Glaye as to the social status 
of some of the inhabitants of Bradford is somewhat confirmed 
by the testimony afforded by the following list of armorial 
bearing or ensign certificates, issaed, for the year 1798, to 
persons describing themselves as residing in the parish of 
Bradford, in the county of York : — 

Pei'sotM keeping Carriages who paid the duty of Two Ouifiecu. 
Francia Duffield, Esq., Town Hill House; Joshua Fields Esq.. 
Heaton Hall; Be v. Lamplugh Hird, Bradford; Mrs. Dorothy Hodsden, 
Horton House; John Jarratt> Esq., Bradford; Mrs. Mary Lister, 
Manningham ; Mrs. Mary Preston, Kirkgate, Bradford ; Mrs. Frances 
Rawson, Bradford; C. S. B. Sharpe, Esq., Old Hall, Horton; Mrs. 
Susanna Stott, Eocleshill Hall. 

Persons chargeable with the duty on Houses, ^c, who paid the 

duty of One Guinea, 

Mrs. Sarah Booth, Hall Ings ; Henry Dawson, Esq., Good Man's 
End; Mr. Bichard Grice, Birks Hall; John Hardy, Esq., Horton 
Boad; Mr. John Hodgson, Kirkgate ; Mr. Nathan Jowett, Good Man's 
End ; Mr. Edmund Peckover, Eastbrook ; Mr. Joseph Priestley, Stott 
Hill ; Thomas Skelton, Esq., Hall Ings ; John Sturges, Esq., BoUing 
Hall; Bichard Sclater, Esq., Westgate; Mra. Ann Watson, Good 
Man's End ; Mrs. Elizabeth Wadsworth, Kirkgate ; Anthony Wright- 
8on> Esq., Shipley. 

James, in estimating the population of 1781 at 4200, states 
that window duty was paid upon 403 of the dwellings, 
denoting that half the population were above the condition 
of cotti^ers. 

A precise idea of the appearance of the town may be 
obtained by consulting the map of the '^ Town and Town- 
ship " of Bradford, drawn in 1802, by Mr. John Johnson, 
and recently reproduced by Messrs. Dixon & Hindle, 
surveyors, Bradford. If further reference be made to the 
splendid map of the borough just published by Mr. S. 0. 
Bailey, of Bradford, the comparison will be found to be 
most striking in its results. As to the aspect of the town 
in 1807, when it had made some advances, we have in 
Crosby's Gazetteer an impression conveyed which is quite 
in keeping with that given in the testimony above. The 
Gazetteer states : — '^ The aspect of Bradford is pleasing, 
and the verdant fields in which it lies embosomed cannot 
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fail to excite the admiration of the traveller on his near 
approach.*' From the same source we learn that '^Bradford 
is sitaated in the very centre of the manofactaring towns ; 
and, in addition to its worsted stuffs, it has lately introduced 
and established a very large concern in the manufacture of 
cotton. Here also are made large quantities of horn and 
ivory combs, lantern lights, leather ink bottles, snuff and 
tobacco boxes, &c. The government is vested in two con- 
stables, who are annually chosen from among the most 
respectable of the inhabitants.*' 

Such was the appearance of Bradford at the commence- 
ment of this century, when the first local authority, consti- 
tuted upon the basis of an Act of Parliament, was elected. 
The efforts of men like John Hustler, backed up by the 
commercial enterprise of the partners Swaine, Murgatroyd, 
and Ramsbotham, and by others like Richard Fawcett, 
Benjamin and Matthew Thompson, and John Rand, senior, 
had already done much in providing for the development of 
the town; but their endeavours were thwarted by the lack 
of power to interfere with the streets, or to set aside the 
authority, such as it was, of the highway surveyors elected 
by the annual vestry. The only course remaining was to 
invoke the aid of Parliament, and this they set about in 
earnest, the result being the passing of an Act calling into 
existence the body since known as the old Commissioners. 



BKADFORD UNDER THE COMMISSIONERS. 

As this attempt to record the history of the former 
governing authorities of Bradford is based npon a foundation 
of fact rather than imagination, we mast commence the 
present chapter with a brief notice of the origin of the move- 
ment for procuring the Act afterwards referred to, calling 
into existence the body called the Lighting and Watching 
Commissioners. The initiative in this movement was taken 
at a meeting of the inhabitants of the town held in the 
vestry of the Parish Church, on the tenth day of January, 
1808, when several gentlemen offered to lend sums of money 
by way of loans towards the expense of obtaining an Act of 
Parliament for such purpose, the same to be secured upon 
the rates by provisions in the Act. 

Upon this occasion it was resolved unanimously, '' That 
all subscribers of ten guineas and upwards shall be a com- 
mittee for preparing the Bill, fixing and ascertaining the 
limits of its operation, and for conducting the application." 
It was further resolved that Mr. Peckover be requested to 
accept the ofQce of treasurer. At a vestry meeting, held in 
the following month, it was resolved, '^ That a call of 50 
per cent, be made upon the subscribers ; that the same be 
paid on or before the fifteenth instant, and that interest 
upon such payments do commence fi'om the time of pay- 
ment." Thomas Feamley, steward of the lord of the manor, 
was appointed to collect the subscriptions, which amounted 
to £504 15s., and the following is a list of the subscribers : — 





£ 


8. 


d. 




£ s. 


d. 


John Hostler, 


26 








Benj. BawBon, 


25 





Edmund Peckover, ... 


25 








Wm. Pollard, 


25 





John Jarrattj 


25 








James Fletcher, 


16 





John Hardy, 


25 








John Brogden, jnn.. 


15 





Samuel Broadley, ... 


25 








Joseph Hollings, 


12 10 





John Preston, 


25 








John Blesard, 


12 10 





Saml. Hailstone, 



25 








Bichd. Sedgwick, ... 


10 






18 
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John Bixm8« 
Bich. Fawcett, .. 
Abnu Horsfall, ., 
Wm. Enowles, ., 
Jonas Atkinson^ 
Michael Ogden^ ., 
Saml. Hoheon^ ., 
Jamee Consen, ., 
John Mand^ 
Nicholas ICasonj 
John Wood (Talbot), 
JohnEey, ... 
John Nicholson, 
Wm. Gamett, 
Sich. Crosley, 
James Bich, 
Thos. Johnson, 
James Smith, jun., ... 
Joshua Bakes, 
Wm. Tetley, 



> .. . • • 



... ... 



... *.( 



... * . . 



... ... 



£ 
10 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
5 
5 
6 
6 
6 
6 
5 
6 



8. d. 




• • • • • t 



6 

6 

6 

5 

6 

5 

5 

5 

6 

5 

6 

6 

6 

5 

6 

6 

6 6 
6 6 
6 6 






















... .* 



4* 



. I . « . 



... • • 



Thos. Mann, 

Bich. Lupton, 

Watson Cryer, ... 

Thos. Pnllan, 

Wm. Nichols, 

Bobt. Aked, 

John Wood (Horton 

Iiane), 

John Bobinson, jun., 
James Ward, 
Wm. Wells, 
Wm. PuUan, 
Geo, Mawson, 
John Senior, ... 
Wm. Firth, 
Henry Bamsbotham, 
John Grosley, 
John Walker, ... 
Thos. Duckett, ... 
Samuel Bisden, 



... .. 



... .. 



.. • •• 



£ 8. d. 
6 6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 



6 
6 
6 
6 
6 











6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 



6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 





















The Act was passed in 180S, and was styled '* An Act 
for paying, lighting, watching, and improving the town of 
Bradford and part of the hamlet of Little Horton, and for 
removing and preventing all nuisances therein.'* Its chief 
defect was that it did not supersede the vestiy surveyors, 
who held, so to speak, the freehold of the town, so far as 
the thoroughfares and streets were concerned ; and hence a 
conflict of interests followed, which continued until the 
Commissioners themselves were superseded by the present 
Corporation. The functions of the newly-elected body being 
also much too circumscribed, an opportunity for developing 
the town in the early stage of its growth was lost, and 
Bradford ratepayers have since paid dearly for it. 

The preamble of the Act recites, that— 

Whereas the seyeral streets, lanes, entries, and other public 
passages and places, and the several causeways ajid footpaths, within 
the town of Bradford, and part of the hamlet of Little Horton 
adjoining thereto, in the West Biding of the County of York, are in 
many parts incommodious and unsafe for passengers, Tery iU paved, 
are not lighted, nor sufficiently cleansed and watched, and are subject 
to various nuisances, annoyances, and obstructions j and it would 
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greatly tend to the conTenience, benefit^ and safety of the pablic, as 
well as of the inhabitants of the said town of Bradford^ and part of 
the said hamlet of Little Horton aforesaid^ and of all persons resorting 
thereto^ if snch streets^ lanes, entries, and other public passages and 
places were well and sufficiently cleansed, lighted, watched, improved, 
and regulated, and the causeways and footpaths thereof effectually 
flagged, and all nuisances, annoyances, and obstructions remoTed and 
preyented, and a nightly watch established; but the several purposes 
aforesaid cannot be effected without the aid and authority of Parlia- 
ment . — ^May it therefore please Your Majesty that it may be enacted, 
and be it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Lords, Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, that — 



Lamplugh Hird, Clerk, 
Benjamin Bawson, 
John Jarratt, 
John Hustler, 
John Hardy, 
Edmund Peckover, 
William Pollard, 
John Hodgson, 
Samuel Hailstone, 
Thomas Mason, 
Thomas Mann, 
John Preston, 
John Key, 
William Oamett, 
John Wood, 
Samuel Broadley, 
James Fletcher, 
Bichard Crosley, 
Bichard Fawcett, the 

younger, 
Joseph Hobson, 



Michael Ogden, 
John Maud, 
William Tetley, 
Joseph Hollings, 
Jonas Atkinson, 
Abraham Horsfall, 
John Binns, 
James Bich, 
John Blesard, 
George Mawson, 
John Nicholson, 
John Wood, 
James Cousen, 
James Ward, 
William Nichols, 
Thomas Johnson, 
Bichard Sedgwick, 
Joshua Bakes, 
Thomas Pullan, the 

younger, 
Watson Ciyer, 



Bichard Lupton, 
John Brogden, the 

younger 
Bobert Aked, 
William Knowles, 
Nicholas Mason, 
Thomas Duckett, 
Thomas Pullan, 
William Pullan, 
William Wells, 
Joseph Qreen, 
James Smith, the 

younger 
John Crosley, 
John Bobinson, the 

younger, 
Henry Bambotham, 
John Walker, 
William Firth, 
John Senior, and 
Samuel Bisden, 



shall be, and they, and their successors to be elected in manner 
hereinafter mentioned, are hereby appointed Commissioners for 
putting this Act in execution. 

Fifty-eight leading Bradfordians thus became Commis- 
sioners upon the passing of the Act in June, 1808, their 
qualification for office being the possession of an *' estate, 
real or personal, of the valae of one thousand pomids/' 
proyided always '* that no person shall be capable of acting 
as a Commissioner who is a victualler, or shall sell ale, 
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mne, oyder, or any spirituoas liqnors, or hold any ofiSee of 
profit, or be concerned in any contract made by virtue of 
this Act| or in any case shall be personally or beneficially 
interested in the matter in question." Provision was also 
made for removing a Commissioner from inability to act, 
and filling np any vacancy from death or other cansOy by 
those Commissioners remaining in office. 

An examination of the above list will show that many 
of those named in the Act were subscribers to the promotion 
fund. In looking over it, the exclamation might well arise, 
*' Where are the representatives of many whose names are 
therein contained ?" Surely the mutability of human affairs 
is apUy illustrated in the answer which must be given. Many 
of the Commissioners named in the Act did not take. advan- 
tage of the distinction offered them, conspicuous among 
whom may be named Benjamin Rawson, the lord of the 
manor. Although he assisted by a subscription in procuring 
the Act, he probably conceived that his interests were to 
some extent jeopardised by the power given to the Commis- 
sioners, notwithstanding a clause was contained in the Act 
protecting his authority, and hence he held aloof irom its 
administration. Many of the others who failed to '' qualify'' 
were inconspicuous men, and very likely the honour thus 
thrust upon them was not to their liking. Townsmen like 
Dr. Mossman, Timothy Maud, Matthew Thompson, James 
Marshall, Nathaniel Murgatroyd, and others, were speedily 
brought in to supply their places, with advantage to the town. 

Provision was made in the Act for holding and conducting 
the meetings of the Commissioners as follows : — 

And be it farther enacted, that the said OommissionerSj or any 
five or more of thenij shaU meet together at the house known by the 
sign of " The Bull's Head/' or at any such other place in Bradford 
aforesaid as they shall appoint for the purpose, on the first day of 
July, 1808, between the hours of ten and twelve in the forenoon, and 
shall proceed to put this Act into execution, and shall then and from 
time to time afterwards adjourn themselves to meet at such time or 
times, and at the same place, or at any other convenient place within 
the said town of Bradford, as they at such meeting shall from time to 
time appoint. , . . , . Provided always^ that no meeting of the 
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said Comiiussitni«TB pnratiailt to this Act, sabeeqaent to the first 
meeting hereinbefore directed for patting this Act into execution, 
shall be held onleM notioe thereof, dgiied b; two or more of the mid 
CommiBaionerB, or their clerk, shall bo giTen by offiiiDg the same on 
the prmcipal outer door of the Parish Church of Bradford aforesaid, 
or publicl; proclaimed by the common bellman of the etud town of 
Bradford, or in such other pablio manner an the atud CommiBSioners, 
or any fire or more of them, ehall direct and appoint, at least three 
whole days beforo the holding thereof; and that the said CommiB. 
rionen shall at theiz meetings defmy their own expenses. 



The BoU's Heftd Inn, Wert«ate. 

The following were the inna at which the GommiBsionerB 
met for huoness during the earlier period of the exiBtence 
of that body, viz.:— The Bull's Head, Nag'a Head, Sun, 
Fleece, White Lion, and White Horee. The " Bull's 
Head," the only "pnblic" named in the Act, still remains 
mnch as it was at that period, and for long preceding it was 
a hoBtelry of some importance. In front was the market, 
vith its rows of batchers' stalls, and other stands for the 
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sale of goods of all kinds; a little lower down stood the 
bntter-cross, aroand which farmers' wives assembled on 
Thursdays and Saturdays ; and nearly opposite was the site 
of the pillory, where victims were allowed to be pelted with 
rotten eggs, and almost anything but stones. At the Bull's 
Heady too, assembled the merchants, woolstaplers, and 
manufacturers of the town, to discuss the state of trade and 
enjoy a ** social glass '' the while. The first Bradford Club, 
however, was established about 1760, and for thirty years 
met weekly at one or other of the various inns of the town, 
viz. : — The King's Head, Horse and Groom, Golden Cock, 
King's Arms, Unicom, Sun, Crown and Cushion, White 
Bear, White Lion, and White Hart. Originated in the 
interest of good-fellowship, this club became the Chamber of 
Commerce of the period, and, before the beginning of the 
century, settled down at the Bull's Head. From about the 
year 1810, Matthew Thompson was considered the head of 
the club, and, on Thursday evenings, after business hours, 
he was supported by substantial Bradfordians like Samuel 
Broadley, Matthias Whitehead, Richard Thornton, John 
Blesard, Lawyer Brogden, George Thompson Lister, and 
many others. Mrs. Duckitt was then the landlady, and was 
famous for her special brew of rum punch. The Bull's 
Head alone, of all the above-named, remains as it was 
when the Commissioners assembled there. The Sun still 
continues to look out upon the open space where the 
Bowling Green once stood, but its original "occupation" 
has gone. 

After this involuntary digression we must refer to the 
functions of the Commissioners, many of whom were also 
members of ihe ** Chamber of Commerce." 

Powers were obtained, under the Act of 1808, to cause 
the occupier of any tenement, or the owner of any unoccupied 
building, to "well and sufficiently pave and pitch" the 
footpaths opposite to their respective houses or buildings ; 
also to call upon the vestry surveyors to do the same to so 
much of the footpaths as were repairable by the public at 
large; feuling which, the Commissioners might cause the 
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work to be done and charged npon the respective parties. 
Xhey were also empowered to place lamps in convenient 
places, and contract with some '' efficient person" to light 
the same ; also with '' any person or persons to make and 
famish and to repair and keep in order one or more water 
cart or carts, engine or engines, proper for watering the 
said town ;" and also '' one or more fire-engine or fire- 
engines, together with a sufficient number of leathern 
buckets,*' as the Commissioners considered desirable. The 
Commissioners might also contract with persons to act as 
scavengers for cleaning the streets, ''who shall, twice in 
each week, or oftener if the Commissioners so direct, bring 
or cause to be brought a cart or carts into all streets, lanes, 
entries, publick passages and places, where such cart or 
carts can pass, and shall at and before their approach, by 
sound of bell, loud voice, or otherwise, give notice to the 
inhabitants of his or their coming, and give the like notice 
•in every court, entry, passage, or place into which the said 
cart or carts cannot pass, and abide and stay there a 
convenient time, so that the inhabitants thereof may bring 
fortii their ashes, rubbish, dirt, dung, and filth (except from 
any privy or necessary house) to the doors of their respective 
houses and premises, and there deliver the same to the 
scavenger,'' &c. Farther, ** that no necessary house or bog 
house shall be emptied at any other time than between the 
hours of ten at night and five in the morning." Penalties 
for breaches of these arrangements follow, also for causing 
obstructions upon the footways of the streets or in the beck 
courses. Provisions were also inserted for causing engine 
chimneys to be erected of such sufficient height as not to 
eremite a nuisance by the emission of smoke, the height to 
be determined by the Commissioners, as occasion required. 
All owners of engines, &c., to construct the fire-places 
thereof in such manner as '' most effectually to destroy and 
consume the smoke arising therefrom, provided they do not 
infringe upon any patent." 

The Commissioners were also empowered to employ 
watchmen^ and to '' provide them with proper arms^ ammu- 
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nition, weapons, and clothing for the discharge of their 
duty, and to erect and set np watch-houses and watch-hoxes 
in sach places as they may think proper ;" and farther, that 
watchmen so employed ''shall, during the time they are 
upon dnty, use their utmost endeavours to prevent any 
mischief by fire, and any burglaries, robberies, afirays, and 
other outrages and disorders, within the Hmits of the Act;" 
and ''that it shall be lawful for them to apprehend and 
secure all malefactors, rogues, night-walkers, vagabonds, 
and disorderly persons, who shall disturb the publick peace," 
and generally to preserve order within their respectiye beats 
in the town. 

Prior to the advent of the Commissioners, the "watching" 
of the town had been provided by voluntary effort. It 
appears that about the year 1790, a few " Charleys " 
were employed to perambulate the streets of the town 
with lantern and spring-ratUe, being paid by those who 
desired that protection. These ancient servants in the 
" good old times " acted under the supervision of a 
committee appointed to manage this business, and if " any 
watchman was discovered watching the premises of non- 
subscribers, he was dismissed." Mr. John James, in 
recording the fact in his " History of Bradford," states that 
in the year 1799, the first beat to which a watchman was 
appointed comprised Westgate, the contributors in that 
locality subscribing £20 6s. 6d. ; the second included the 
upper end of Eirkgate and Ivegate, and the amount raised 
was £16 Is. 9d. ; the third watch took in the Bowling 
Oreen, the Tyrrels, and Great Horton Lane, and the sum 
contributed amounted to £17 10s. 6d. ; the fourth extended 
over New Street, then newly-formed, and was supported by 
contributions amounting to £14 10s. 6d. ; the fifth included 
the remainder of Eirkgate, for which £20 10s. 6d. was 
raised ; and the sixth beat comprised Well Street, Church 
Steps, and Barkerend, the contributions for which were 
£17 4s. Od. 

A sketch of one of these ancient guardians of the night 
is introduced, which, if not drawn from life, is probably not 
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an nn&itliial repnsentation of the old style of town's 
watGhman. One might almost realise the sonnd of bis 
voice calling ont : — " Half-past two o'clock, and a fine 
morniDg ! " 



Some idea may be gathered of what was considered the 
" town " of Bradford in 1803, when the following limits 
are defined as those coming within the operation of the 
Act, viz. : — " The whole of the old Market Place and 
Westgate, as fax as the house occnpied by Mr. Johnson 
(Silebridge Lane end) ; the whole of Kiikgate, the whole of 
Ivegate, and from Ive-bridge to Mr. Wood's house in Great 
HortoQ Lane (which' ia that known as Sonthbrook Lodga, 
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opposite the Alexandra Hotel) ; as &r as Mr. Rand's mill 
in Little Horton Lane, including the same ; from Ive-bridge 
to the Quaker's Meeting Honse in Goodman's-end ; the 
whole of Chapel Lane ; the whole of the New Street (now 
Market Street) ; the whole of Bank Street, and from the top 
of Bank Street into Ivegate ; the new Market Place (now 
the site of the Exchange), and from thence through the 
Piece Hall Yard into Eirkgate ; from the Church Bridge to 
Stott HUl ; from the Church Bridge up to Paper Hall (in 
Barkerend) ; and from Westgate into Silsbridge Lane (as 
far as Mr. Crabtree's house (the minister at Top o' t'Town 
Chapel). In other words, the jurisdiction of the Commis- 
sioners extended in one direction to Town-end, in Westgate ; 
in another to Southbrook Lodge, opposite tiie Alexandra 
Hotel; in a third direction to the old Quaker Chapel in 
Goodman's-end ; and in a fourth to the Old Paper Hall in 
Barkerend. For long prior to that period| the town had 
been divided for convenience of distinction into '' east end " 
and ** west end ; " the division taking place about the upper 
portion of Eirkgate. 

The first meeting of the Commissioners appointed to 
put into execution the Act was held at the Bull's Head 
Inn, on July 1, 1808, John Jarratt, Esq. being the first 
chairman. Edmund Peckover, Esq., banker, was appointed 
treasurer, Mr. John Booth, jun., clerk, and subsequently 
Mr. Hobbis was made surveyor at a salary of £40 per 
annum. In addition to his other duties the surveyor was 
required to make out a rate book and collect the rates. 
The meetings of the Commissioners were held fortnightly. 

One of the first duties to which the Commissioners 
applied themselves was in the preparation of a list of the 
houses in their district, comprising the township of Bradford 
and part of the hamlet of Little Horton, with the names of 
the occupiers, and the streets in which they resided. The 
Commissioners had also prepared for their guidance a 
valuation of the district within their jurisdiction. This 
document, of equal if not greater value than the first 
mentioned, we have not met with. The earlier rate-books 
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of the Commissioners are, however, nearly all accessible, 
each year's rate occupying a small book. 

From the rate-book of 1805 we reprint the names of all 
those persons rated, namely, who occupied dwellings of the 
annual value of £4 and upwards, with the amounts of the 
rentals paid by them : — 





WESTGATE. 




£ 8. 




£ s. 




22 10 


Mrs. Northrop. 


5 


Bobert Lindley 


10 10 


Bev. Mr. Bean. 


10 15 


William Bobinson. 


28 


Francis Simes. 


25 5 


Mrs. Bentley. 


23 10 


Thomas Johnson. 


6 15 


Henry Beanland 


10 


Mrs. Thompson. 


12 15 


Thomas Barker. 


15 


James Wade> house and 


23 10 


Mary Atkinson, Bishop 




warehouse. 




Blaize. 


24 6 


Mrs. Hodgson. 


20 


Joshua Bakes. 


9 


Mrs. Bentley. 


40 


Joseph Middleton,. Pack 


24 6 


John Barker. 




Horse. 


9 


Uichard Barker. 


20 


William Scholefield, Boy 


7 10 


George Dale. 




and Barrel. 


10 


Joseph Sowden.. 


9 


Samuel Bamett. 


6 6 


Mary Nutter. 


5 


James Bouse. 


7 


Silyester Forrest. 


24 


Wm. Storey, Angel Inn. 


4 10 


John Midgley. 


4 


John Sutcliffe. 


6 10 


Joseph Northen. 


5 


John Jessop. 


9 10 


Isaac Braalsford. 


10 15 


John Grayson. 


9 10 


Bichard Hargreaves. 


5 


James Wright. 


9 


Miss Dobson. 


5 


William Fox. 


18 


Mrs. Hodgson. 


9 


George Beanland. 


12 15 


George Brogden. 


9 


Thomas Thwaites. 


9 


Widow Duckworth. 


9 15 


Miles Tillotson. 


27 


Benjamin Piele. 


8 


Joseph Aokroyd. 


18 10 


Mrs. Hopkinson 


6 


James Driyer. 


4 15 


David Moore. 


14 


Joshua Mawson. 


20 


William Tetley. 


4 


Joshua Mawson, shop. 


14 


WiUiam Tetley, maltkiln 


20 15 


William Wood, King's 


10 


Miss Mann. 




Arms Inn. 


10 10 


Thomas Holroyd. 


18 


Wm. King and Bobert 


54 15 


Bichard Sdat^. 




Morrell. 


9 10 


Bich. Sdater, warehouse. 


4 


Jno. Sotcliife. 


6 


Abm. Smith. 


10 


Wm. Smith, warehouse. 


6 


Widow HiU. 


4 


Miles Binns. 


8 


Widow Middleton. 


14 


John Field. 


6 6 


William Shaw. 


10 


Hall Aspinall. 


6 


Bobert Barrett. 


4 10 


Benjamin Taylor. 
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£ B. 




£ 


8. 




6 


John Cordingley. 


18 





Qeorge Mawson. 


7 


Joshua Taylor. 


19 





Biohard Lambert. 


6 


William Carritt. 


80 





John Binns. 


28 16 


Peter WaIIr. 


60 





Thomas Duckitt^ Bull's 


34 


William Oldfield, Horse 






Head Tnn. 




and Jockey. 


80 





Joseph Feamley. 


18 


Mary Hemingway. 


21 


16 


Messrs. Oates k Johnson. 


26 10 


Joseph Thornton. 


11 


16 


Thornton & Holmes. 


26 


John Smith. 


29 





Bichazd Crosley. 


14 


Widow Fox. 


27 





Watson Cryer. 


24 


Thomas Core. 


11 


6 


Bichard Sedg¥rick. 


80 


James Smith. 


12 





John Stanfield. 


20 


William Maud. 


10 





William Pullan. 


20 


Thomas Pnllan. 


9 





Abm. Blackburn. 


13 10 


William Wells. 


6 





James Speight. 


18 


William Sugden. 


13 


10 


Daniel Hampshire. 


10 


Bobert King. 


10 





Sarah Firth. 


17 


John Smith. 


20 





Joseph Smith. 


18 


James Bich. 


22 10 


Cowling Ackroyd. 


11 10 


Wm. Wellock. 










MILL 


BANK. 




11 


Jas. Forrest, Bhick Bull. 


4 





Bichard Brown. 


6 


Henry Thackray. 


40 





Jonas Jennings. 




IVEOATE. 






36 


Mrs. Laycock. 


18 





Benjamin Atkinson, 


14 


John Tetley. 






Unicom Inn. 


12 


Joseph Sugden. 


18 





Widow Brumfit. 


64 


John Blesard. 


8 





Newell Proctor. 


6 


James Sugden. 


20 


6 


Joseph Smith. 


9 


Thomas Brumfit. 


12 





Thomas HalL 


19 16 


Thomas Naylor. 


86 





James Ward. 


18 


Thos. Pullan. 


19 


6 


Henry Barraclough. 


9 


John Marsden. 


14 10 


Samuel Smithson. 


9 


John Abbott. 


18 


10 


Widow Brearley. 


11 16 


William Farrar. 


16 





Thomas Cousen. 


12 16 


John Lawson. 


10 16 


Joshua Craven. 


7 


Joseph Taylor. 


10 16 


William Maude. 


7 


William Lee. 


8 


6 


John White. 


16 6 


Widow Varley, Crown 


70 





Bobert Belcher^ Sun Inn. 




and Cushion. 


40 





John Wood. 


16 6 


Alex. Drummond. 
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EIBEGATE. 

£ B. £ B. 

8 6 John Stelling. 27 

8 James Clongh. 65 

10 Williiun Pallan. 15 6 

46 WQliam Qamett. 6 

8 10 Joseph Sugden. 

13 16 John Ackroyd. 7 

10 George Linforth. 10 

9 John Hartley. 45 
83 5 Mrs. Margerison, Boyal 

Oak. 22 10 

23 10 James Stead. 31 10 

20 John Bichardby. 18 
9 Pullan & €humett« Vhse. 

19 15 George Mawson. 6 10 

5 10 John Eeighley. 13 

15 5 Abraham Gibson. 25 

8 5 Widow Ingham. 39 

22 10 John Nicholson. 20 

45 Joshua North. 22 10 

40 10 Miss Duffield. 9 5 

21 10 John Key. 9 5 
10 John Key> warehonse. 

17 Samnel Hartley. 4 15 

120 10 John Hardy, Esq., Manor 

Hall. 84 5 

15 15 Miss Wadsworth. 4 10 

70 Mrs. HoUings. 17 5 

22 10 Thos. HoUings, Vhouse. 11 15 

25 Thomas Onthwaite. 10 15 
4 10 Thos. Onthwaite, bam. 8 5 

26 James Marshall. 6 5 
30 15 John Brogden. . 8 
63 Samnel Broadley. 22 10 
15 15 Jephtha and Bichard 13 15 

Lnpton. 4 



Bachael Wilson, 
John Wood, Talbot Inn. 
John Orowther. 
Henry Bamsbottom, 

warehouse. 
John Metcalfe. 
Joseph Barradongh. 
Nicholas Mason, Nag's 

Head Inn. 
Thos. Tront, Post Office. 
Thomas Mann. 
Joseph Bowron, White 

Lion. 
John Greenwood. 
John Wilson. 
Michael Ogden. 
Miss Preston. 
William Sharpe. 
John Maude. 
Jno.Hartley, Malt Shovel 
Johnny Gibson, White 

Horse. 
William Barrett. 
Amelia Midgley. 
Mrs. Hodgen. 
James Wood. 
William Enowles. 
Mazy Parkinson. 
Abraham Holiday. 
Wilson Wainwright. 
Thomas Wilcock. 
Widow Simpson. 
William Howgate. 
Henry Armistead. 
Christopher Dodgson. 



SEINNEB LANE. 



4 15 Widow Sellers. 
60 John Preston. 
9 John Hodgson. 



20 William Holdsworth. 
6 John Maude, warehouse. 
14 John Mason. 



HT7STLEB GATE. 

8 5 David Fawcett. 9 5 Abraham Maud. 

7 5 John Lancaster. 7 John Holroyd. 
5 10 WnUam Wil9on, 



80 
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BANE STBEET. 



£ 8. 




£ s. 




9 


David Fox, AsBembly 


6 


Bobt. Waterhonse. 




Boom. 


16 6 


Samnel Sdater. 


44 


Sam. Biflden, Fleece Inn. 


80 


Timothy Green, Hope 


49 10 


Peckoyer & Co., bankers. 




and Anchor Inn. 


6 


Bichard Clark. 


7 5 






NEW MABKET. 




7 


William Audsley. 


4 


William Blaymires. 


4 


Bichard Edmondson. 


4 


Thomas Aked. 


4 


Bichard Qreenwood. 


4 


Samuel Blaymires. 


4 


Joseph Wiikinaon. 


4 


Thomas Edmondson. 


4 


Christopher Edmondson. 


4 


William Booth. 


7 10 


Thos. Qreenwood, honse 


4 


Bichard Duckworth. 




and shop. 


4 


Henry Barradough. 


4 


William Jowett. 


4 


Thomas Johnson. 


4 


Thomas Fenton. 


4 


John Hargreaves. 


4 


William Kitchen. 


4 


Joseph Wangh. 


7 


William Wilson, honse 


7 


WiUiam Shaw. 




and shop. 


4 


John Wilkinson. 




l^EW STBEET. 




10 16 


John Lee. 


10 


Jno. Holdsworth. 


4 16 


John Jackson. 


4 


Edward Bawnsley. 


4 10 


Benjamin Dawson. 


4 


John Longbottom. 


6 16 


Wm.Ellis,Salutation Inn 


11 16 


Mrs. Clark. 


6 


Thomas Dunwell. 


6 16 


Judith Blackburn. 


13 6 


Jonas Binns. 


6 16 


Geo. Lauckland. 


16 


Jas. Bisden, Boar's Head. 


11 


Wm. Archer. 


20 15 


Joseph Hobson. 


81 10 


James Wilkinson. 


6 


Mrs. Salter. 


16 6 


Abraham Tiumb. 


40 10 


James Coosen. 


46 


John Jarratt. 


7 


Bichard Wroe. 


20 10 


Messrs. Whitehead ft Co., 


14 5 


Joseph Green. 




warehouse. 


7 


John Wroe. 


16 


Messrs. Whitehead & Co., 


16 5 


Jas. Field, Britannia Inn. 




house. 


14 10 


George Feather. 


11 16 


Samuel Armitage. 


16 


Wm. Baper. 


9 


William Brown. 


16 


Abram Bhodes. 


84 6 


John Aked. 


16 


Wm. Bhodes. 


22 10 


Benjamin Field. 


24 10 


Peter Drummond, Swan 


8 


James Wade, warehouse. 




Inn. 


7 6 


Samuel Greenough. 


4 


Dennis Jardeen. 


84 6 


John Thornton. 


13 


Jno. Senior. 


26 6 


John Chapman, Vhouse. 


4 


Jerry Taylor. 


16 


Josh. Bayner, warehouse. 
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WELL STEEET. 



£ 8. 




JB s. 




13 10 


John Greenwood. 


23 16 


Messrs. Tiister & Hard- 


6 5 


Matthew Watkinson. 




castle. 


6 


Abm. Baistrick. 


8 10 


Jacob Bayner^ 


9 15 


Thomas WiUiameon. 


22 10 


Samuel FoUard. 


13 


William Marshall. 


4 10 


Balph Winsby, Back of 


9 


John Rhodes. 




the Isle. 


6 10 


Eobt. Powell. 


8 10 


Widow Clongh, Wool 


7 


John Booth. 




Packs. 


10 


John Smithy Back of the 


9 10 


Jarratt & Co.^ counting- 




Isle. 




house. 


flB 


Mrs. Blakej. 


10 


John Dean, Low Moor 
Coal Staith. 



BBOADSTONES. 



5 10 John Witham. 

12 Sarah Milner. 

18 Bichard Thornton. 

36 John Blesard^V rehouse. 

16 15 WiilJam WeUs. 

14 John Parker. 



7 John Qomersal. 

10 16 Stephen Parkinson. 

7 George Lea. 

35 Benjamin Bhodes. 

9 Bichard Farlam. 

84 Messrs. Anderton, w'hse. 



BALME STBEET. 



16 Jonas Jennings. 
8 10 Thomas Alder, jun. 
8 10 Thomas Alder, sen. 



6 John Blackburn. 
4 10 Jno. Bamsden. 
10 James Fletcher. 



STOTT HILL. 

7 10 Thomas Feamley. 7 

12 John Thornton. 14 

6 Widow Holdsworth. 20 

47 10 Joseph Priestley & Son. 4 



Jonas Tasker. 
Edward Dawson. 
John Bobert Ogden. 
George Aspinall. 



30 16 John Hustler. 
13 10 Joseph Marshall. 
6 5 John Midgley. 



CHUBCH BANK. 

7 5 Mrs. Mercer. 

6 16 William Illingworth. 



BABEEBEND. 



14 





Bey. Samuel Hudson. 


10 





John Blackburn. 


16 





Samuel Lee. 


16 





Samuel Lee> warehouse. 



7 6 James Bailey. 

10 10 William Oliver. 

12 10 Mrs. Crosley. 

10 John Ingham. 
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£ 8. 

6 WiUiam Tttrpin. 

6 15 Wm. Tnrpin^ warehouse. 

20 Jonas Atkinson. 

6 6 Mark Dixon. 

7 P John Boocock. 

8 6 JohnPhiHp. 

7 William Sngden. 



£ 8. 

8 Jerry Nichols. 

28 10 John Walker. 

16 Mrs. Crane. 

24 Miss Stead. 

7 15 Miss Stables. 

26 James Gamett. 



BOWLING GEEEN. 



34 5 John Busher. 
5 Benjamin Wade. 
16 Mrs. Bonnell. 
48 15 Mrs. Fryer^ Bowling 

Green Inn. 
10 John Taylor. 



16 John Whitaker. 

86 Bev. William Atkinson. 

24 Thomas Pearson. 

13 William WeUock. 

10 William Hargreaves. 



THE TUELES AND TUBLE GBEEN. 



7 10 Thos. Dennison. 

45 William Pollard, house 

and warehouse. 

10 15 Mrs. Atkinson. 

82 John Crosley. 

22 Miss Watson. 

12 10 Nathaniel Murgatroyd. 

13 Miss Dufton. 

27 10 William Chapman. 



36 William Pearson. 
17 5 William Muff. 
7 10 Jerry Clayton, Horse 

Shoes Inn. 
50 Mawson & Bown, Old 

Foundry. 
9 John BoUand. 
14 5 James button. 
26 Bobert Aked. 



HOETON EOAD. 



40 





John Wood. 


6 


Mrs. Swain. 


20 





Methodist Chapel. 


8 


Miss Pearson. 


85 





Eichard Fawcett. 


36 10 


Eev. Lamplugh Hird. 


8 





Eioh. Fawcett, w'house. 


7 


John Booth, jun. 


8 





Widow Foster. 


45 


William Whitakor. 


21 





William Leach. 


8 


Messrs. Pease & Son. 


25 





Thomas Hodgson. 


20 


Eichard Lupton. 


8 





William Hatton. 


35 


Thomas Mason. 


29 





Samuel Hailstone. 


120 


John Band. 


7 10 


John Chapman. 


28 


Isaac Willflon. 


10 





Miss Ward. 

CHAPEL 


20 
LANE. 


Messrs. Seed & Lee. 


15 





Miss Swain. 


4 


Mrs. Wyrill. 


12 





Joshua Jennings. 


50 


Miss Bower. 
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JB 8. JB 8. 

10 Qeorge Dodgson. 18 Benjamin Key. 

10 Wm. Goodchild. 6 Wm. Dnfton. 

20 James Fnllan. 7 Joseph Gomersal. 

HALL INGS. 

60 Thomas Skelton. 14 Greenwood Bentley. 

81 10 Mrs. Booth. 15 Mrs. Green. 

21 10 Mrs. Bushton. 21 16 Dr. Mossman. 

GOODMAN'S-END. 

36 William Firth. 12 Bichard Tetley. 

26 Mrs. Jowett. 7 Jno.Blackbum^V house. 

10 10 Wm. Nichols. 11 John Booth. 

30 Joseph Croft. 6 Benjamin Wade. 

14 Thomas Waddington. 86 Abraham Horsfall^ honse 

and warehouse. 

The above list, if not giving a complete indication of the 
population of Bradford at the commencement of the century, 
is of some value for the information it does contain. The 
list comprises a great proportion of the names of persons 
rented at above £4 who resided within the area covered by 
the jurisdiction of the Commissioners, which, it may be 
useful to repeat, extended in one direction to the Top o' 
t'Town, or Town-end, some distance up Westgate ; in 
another, to the site of the present Alexandra Hotel, in 
Horton Road ; in a third, to the old Quaker Meeting-house, 
in Goodman*8-end ; and in a fourth, to the Paper HaD, 
in Barkerend. We, however, miss the names of several 
residents within, the above area ; and, of course, do not find 
the names of any ratepayers living beyond that circle, but 
they were not very numerous. 

We have been at some pains to classify the above list, a 
task of some difSculty affcer the lapse of nearly eighty years ; 
but; generally spealdng, the arrangement is correct. By 
noting the amount of rental, in each case, a better idea may be 
formed of the social standing of the ''old inhabitants'* whose 
names are given. In scanning the list, the names of many 
famiUes appear of whom no representatives now reside 
amongst us. Of those still represented the descendants, in 
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a few uiBtanceB, have dwindled in social importance ; is 
others, social statos has been maintained with interest. 



The oid Conit HoQBe, Weatgate. 

The list is far too voIuminoQS to pennit of cloee analysis, 
even if the scope of the present work permitted the anthor 
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to indulge his predilection in this direction. At the risk of 
digression^ however^ a hasty glance may be taken with the 
yiew of noting the places of residence and the occnpations 
of old Bradfordians coming under notice. 

Commencing with the West-end and coming townwards, 
we meet with the name of the Rev. Mr. Dean, who was 
minister at the Presbyterian Chapel, in Chapel Lane, from 
1768 to 1818 — a period of forty-five years. He was the 
son-in-law of the Rev. John Smith, the previous minister, 
and C. H. Dawson, Esq., of Royds Hall, married his 
daughter. Mr. Dean was one of the founders of the Bradford 
Library, in 1774, and was its treasurer for many years. 
Mr. James speaks of him as a '' gentleman of considerable 
literary attainments." At Town-end House, opposite the 
top of Simes Street, lived Francis Simes, a cloth merchant, 
and uncle to the late Miss Jowett, of Clockhouse. George 
Brogden was an attorney living at the house now the 
Shakspere Lm, Westgate. Benjamin Piele was a dyer, and 
lived on the opposite side of Westgate. He was uncle to 
Matthew Thompson, father of the present M. W. Thompson, 
Esq. Robert Barrett, whose name figures in the Ust under 
the rental of £6, was the father of ''Judy Barrett," the 
famous vendor of humbugs. Judy was brought up in the 
greengrocery trade, her father carrying on that business 
in the little house, now standing, opposite the end of 
John Street. Judy married a man named Wilkinson, 
and went into the shop opposite the old Court House,* in 
Westgate, where she died in 1860. Lower down resided 
Richard Sclater, woolstapler, in the house next to what has 
since become the Druids' Arms Lin. Li a good house at the 

* The old Court Honse tn Westgate still remains, one of the few relics which 
haye snryiTed the era of street improTements. It is in the line of descent of 
the old Courts Baron, there haring been a court originally held at the Castle 
of Bradford, which, if any reliance is to he placed on tradition, was situated in 
Bermondsey. According to the inscription over the doorway of the building 
now portrayed, the Court House was erected in 1878, by the Marsdens, the lords 
of the manor, the letters " H. M. I. M." answering to their initials. The court 
room is reached directly from Westgate by a flight of stairs. The royal arms, 
marking the position of the judge's seat, still rcBudn. At the period of which we 
are Seating, the spacious apartment was used as a malt chamber by William Tetley, 
who purchased the property from the representatives of Marsden. 
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corner of John Street lived Mrs. Bentley, mother of Lawyer 
Bentley^ of Hall Ings. William Storey kept the Angel Inn, 
William Soholefield the Boy and Barrel (or Bacchus), Joseph 
Middleton the Packhorse, Mary Atkinson the Bishop Blaize, 
Thomas Dackett the Boll's Head, William Wood the King's 
Arms, William Oldfield the Horse and Jockey, afterwards 
known as the Beehive, and James Forrest the Black Bull — 
all these puhlic-houses being in Westgate. 

In a little shop situate above the premises now occupied 
by Messrs. Morrell & Co., provision merchants, the late 
Bobert Milligan, the first mayor of Bradford, commenced 
business as a linen draper. Mr. Milligan made a subsequent 
removal to a shop lower down Westgate, then to the premises 
afterwards occupied by Mr. John McCroben, in Ejrkgate ; 
and, finaUy, he erected the premises in PiccadiUy where he 
launched out so successfully as a stuff merchant. 

Peter Wells (father of Mr. Wells, the attorney) was a 
grocer and horse dealer opposite the Beehive Inn, and a 
little lower down Westgate lived William Wells, linen draper 
and dealer in spiiits, whose premises were afterwards and 
are still known as "Wells' Dram-shop." Tommy Cure, a 
grocer and tallow-chandler, who will still be remembered as 
burning his own dips long after coal gas was available, had 
his shop near to William Wells. Richard Grosley was a 
currier where Messrs. Ward Bros, now carry on business ; 
Watson Cryer (father of Dr. Wilson Cryer) was a linen 
draper close by ; James Rich was a tea dealer near to the 
Bull's Head, and his next door neighbour was Richard 
Lambert, attorney. William Maud, of the firm of Maud 
and Wilson, familiarly known as " Owd BiUy Maud," 
commenced business as a surgeon near to Lambert's, and 
for many years had a most extensive practice. He was 
amongst the first here to give effect to the discovery of 
Jenner, and like others vaccinated gratuitously all who 
applied to him. He was an eminent member of the Society 
of Friends, and took an active part in the Slave Trade 
question, Bible Society, Female Friendly Society, Dispensary, 
and Sunday schools. Joseph Fearnley was a chemist in 
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Wesigate. On the opposite side of the street, John Stanfield, 
bookseller, carried on business. The shop was occupied by 
his son, the late Mr. Charles Stanfield, until he was succeeded 
by Mr. Gaskarth. Next door to John Stanfield lived Richard 
Sedgwick, a printer. Cowling Ackroyd, the ironmonger, had 
a shop at the bottom of Westgate, now the Cocoa Tavern, 
afterwards occupied by the late Mr. Manoah Rhodes. 

Mill Bank, at the period of which we are treating, was 
a nice retired quarter upon the banks of a trout stream, and 
was in close proximity to the old Soke Mill. The ** bank" 
was subject to occasional bustle upon this account, and also 
from the circumstance of the pinfold being there. Hall 
Aspinall was the pinder. 

At the top of Ivegate, Mrs. Laycock was a grocer and 
spirit dealer ; the premises have since been known as 
'' Laycock's." Benjamin Atkinson kept the Unicom Inn, 
and Widow Yarley tiie Crown and Cushion, both in Ivegate. 
Robert Belcher kept the Sun Inn, where the aristocratic 
'' assemblies " took place, and where county families occa- 
sionally alighted en route to the metropolis. In the Roebuck 
Yard, at the bottom of Ivegate, John Wood, described as 
a ** manufftcturer of horn, ivory, and tortoise-shell combs, 
lanthoms, drinking-homs, polished leather ware," &c., had 
his premises. His son, John Wood, junior, became the 
leading partner of the manufacturing firm of Wood and 
Walker, in 6oodman's-end, whose premises were erected 
about 1812. Just prior to that time factories had been 
erected by Messrs. Pearson & Whitehead, Laisterdyke, 
Mr. Mason and Mr. Richard Margerison, Canal Road, a 
circumstance which gave rise to a reputed saying by the late 
Richard Fawcett, the leading man in the trade — '^ You are 
too late, Mr. Wood. The cream of the bowl is gone, and 
you will find nothing left but the blue milk ! " At '* Jack 
Shaw Hill," near the top of the Roebuck Yard, lived William 
Maud, leather breeches maker. The leading man in Ivegate, 
however, was John Blesard, stapler and oilman, who did 
business in the building now occupied by Mr. 6arraclough| 
spirit merchant, formerly the Albion Hotel. 
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In Eirkgate were congregated many of the more promi- 
nent townsmen of the period. Of the trading class there 
were John Key, the chemist, his shop heing near the Manor 
Hall ; James Marshall, ironmonger, who afterwards booght 
np the newly-formed Bierley Ironworks; Quaker Wilson, 
linen draper, next to the Talbot, whose repatation as a 
philanthropist extended throoghont the kingdom. William 
Gamett was a wholesale grocer, and John Stelling a patten 
maker, in the Strait ; Abraham Gibson and George Mawson 
were also grocers, and John Hartley was a saddler, living a 
little lower down ; John Nicholson, tiie printer, lived opposite 
to the premises occupied by Mr. Tordoff, tea dealer ; James 
Stead was a plumber and glazier, in what is now called 
Chapel Court, whose business was taken by John Eeighley; 
Michael Ogden had then a good business as woollen draper, 
at the Cloth Hall, opposite Dale Street; John Richardby 
was a linen draper, and George Linforth a woollen draper, in 
Eirkgate ; Joseph Barraclough was a maker of hats, his shop 
being upon the site of the Post 0£Bice, late the Exchange 
Buildings ; John Maud was a grocer and tobacco manufac- 
turer ; and Henry Armistead was a grocer in the premises 
now occupied by Mr. Marshall, tinner. Samuel Broadley 
(of the firm of Broadley & Balme) was a woolstapler, and a 
man of considerable influence. His residence occupied the 
site of the Bradford Banking Company, before Darley Street 
was made. His partner (Balme) lived at a good house, now 
standing, above the Bed Gin, in Bowling Old Lane. John 
Preston was also a substantial woolstapler in Eirkgate, and 
along with Messrs. Jarratt, Dawson & Hardy, was one 
who founded the Low Moor Ironworks. Ben Preston, the 
bard of Eldwick, is a relative of John Preston and of Miss 
Preston, who resided at the bottom of Skinner Lane. 

Thomas and John Mann were the first stuff merchants 
in Bradford, their premises being near the White Lion Inn, 
in Eirkgate. The Manns sprung from Spen Hall, Cleck- 
heaton. Thomas was the first to embark in trade in 
Bradford, his business being woollen drapery. He also 
bought up an invention for the manufacture of cork legs 
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from one Dayid Haigh^ of Silsbridge Lane, and gained both 
wealth and popularity thereby, *' Mann's legs " being much 
sought after. Thomas, npon being joined by his brother 
John, in the year 1800, commenced the merohanting of 
staff goods, being the first so engaged in Bradford, and 
carried on the basiness in the warehouse sitaated in 
what is still Mann's Goart, in Kirkgate. Thomas erected 
Mannville House, in Great Horton Boad, and lived there ; 
his brother John occupied the house in Manningham Lane 
now the residence of Mr. Jacob Behrens. Tommy Trout 
kept the Post Office at the comer of Mann's Yard. 

The principal hotel of Kirkgate was the Talbot, kept by 
John Wood. Next to the Talbot in commercial importance 
was the Nag's Head, kept by Nicholas Mason, The Boyal 
Oak was kept by Mrs. Margerison, the White Lion by 
Joseph Bowron, the Shoulder of Mutton by John Wilson, 
the Malt Shovel by John Hartley, and the. White Horse by 
Johnny Gibson. 

Professional men in this ancient thoroughfare were 
represented by Thomas Outhwaite, a surgeon, the father of 
Dr. Outhwaite, who dressed in the style of an esquire, with 
knee-breeches and black silk stockings ; and John Brogden, 
a lawyer, who lived neighbour to Outhwaite, m premises 
the site of which is now occupied by Messrs. Manoah 
Rhodes & Son's premises. Brogden afterwards resided at 
the Manor Hall opposite, and next went to live at the 
Shipley Low Hall. It may be noted that Outhwaite was 
rated for a barn in Kirkgate. William Sharpe, who after- 
wards became pre-eminent as the surgeon of the town, lived 
in the old Gothic house at the bottom of Dale Street. He 
afterwards removed to a residence erected by him in Cheap- 
side, then called Skinner Lane. 

The most distinguished resident in Kirkgate, howeveri 
was also a professional man, namely, John Hardy, Esq., 
barrister-at-law. . Mr. Hardy succeeded Madam Bawson in 
the occupancy of the Manor Hall, being the last who 
occupied it in its entirety, and he entered to it after his 
marriage, in 1804, to Isabel, daughter of Bichard Gathome, 
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Esq., of Eirkby Lonsdale. He was a distingaished member 
of the Northern Gircoit, and was Recorder of Leeds for 
twenty-seven years, namely, from 1806 to 1888. At the 
first election for Bradford after the passing of the Beform 
Bill, Mr. Hardy was retnmed with E. G. Lister, Esq., and 
he subsequently sat twice for his native town. It is said 
that his genius was naturaUy miUtary, and that if he had 
in early life made choice of that profession, he would have 
attained to high rank. At any rate, after the peace of 
Amiens, when the cry of ** Bonny is coming ! *' caused 
regiments of militia to be formed in all quarters, John Hardy 
was named colonel of the Morley and Agbrigg regiment, 
comprising companies from Bradford, Birstal, and Batley, 
and at that time (1805) was described as ^' a smart, active, 
and fine-looking officer as ever strode a charger;'' and, of 
his regiment, it is said that it included a greater proportion 
of fine-built men, *' height and weight," than any other 
local regiment. At the close of the war the regiment was 
disembodied, previous to which it was inspected by a high 
military authority, who expressed the opinion that the 
thanks of the country were due to it and its officers for their 
loyal and patriotic example. Mr. Hardy afterwards resided 
at Heath Hall, Wakefield, and invested largely in the iron- 
works at Low Moor, of which his father was one of the 
founders. That interest is still maintained by his family, 
of whom John Hardy, Esq., the eldest son, was member for 
Dartmouth; Gharles Hardy, Esq., the second son, was a 
much-respected resident of Low Moor ; Oathome, the third 
son, is now Viscount Granbrook. Mr. Hardy, senior, died 
in 1865, aged eighty-two years. 

There was also a little aristocratic dement in the neigh- 
bourhood of Barkerend. The blind vicar, the Rev. John 
GroBse, resided at the Vicarage, Ghurch Bank, although his 
name does not appear in the rate book. The Grammar 
School was then situate at the bottom of Ghurch Bank, Mr. 
Barmby being the master. Joseph Priestley, the father of 
Gaptain Priestley, and chief manager for the Leeds and 
Liverpool Ganal Gompany, resided at the Old Hall, Stott 
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Hill ; in immediate proximity also resided Mr. John Kobert 
Ogden, an attorney. Mr. James Gamett lived at the Paper 
Hally and may be regarded as one of the pioneers of the 
worsted trade, inasmaoh as, in 1794, he set np the first 
spinning machine introduced into Bradford. 

It was somewhat of a venture to start a business in New 
Street in 1805 ; but there were a few tradesmen of standing 
resident there. James Gousen was a woollen draper, in a 
large way of business, in premises opposite to those now 
occupied by the Bradford Old Bank. George Feather was 
a cobbler ; there were three tailors named Dennis Jardeen, 
Edward Bawnsley, and George Lauckland, of which latter 
name there remains a worthy representatiye in the person 
of Joseph Lauckland, an octogenarian, of Chapel Lane. 
William Brown, the father of Henry Brown, Esq., late 
mayor of Bradford, was a saddler living next to the Hope 
and Anchor Inn. His widow, however, established the 
business of outfitter, to which the late mayor succeeded in 
18845 and which is now known by the style of '^ Brown, 
Muff & Go.*' Other tradespeople in New Street were 
Abraham Lumb and John Senior, pawnbrokers ; Joseph 
Green, saddler ; James Wilkinson, cabinet-maker ; Benjamin 
Field, grocer ; William Rhodes, currier ; Samuel Armitage, 
plumber, &c. John Aked was an eixtensive timber merchant 
near the present George Hotel, which at that time was 
the private residence of John Jarratt, Esq., who was one 
of the founders of the ironworks at Low Moor, and was 
one of the leading men of the town. Mr. Gurrer Busfeild, 
father of Mr. Ferrand, of St. Ives, followed Mr. Jarratt's 
occupancy, prior to the house becoming the George Hotel. 
John Thornton (of Birkshall), Matthias Whitehead, John 
Ghapman, and Joseph Bayner had each warehouse premises 
in tibie vicinity of New Street, The " publics " of New 
Street comprised, in 1805, the Hope and Anchor, kept by 
Timothy Green ; the Swan, whose landlord was Peter 
Drummond ; the Boar's Head, kept by James Bisden ; the 
Salutation, otherwise the *' Soldier and Sailor," afterwards 
styled the Griffin, which was kept by William Ellis ; and the 



42 HIBTOniOAL NOTES. 

Britannia, which stood upon the site of Charles Street, the 
landlord of which was James Field. 

At the upper comer of Bank Street was situated the 
Fleece Inn, a new venture in the *' public " line, the first 
landlord of which was Samuel Risden. The Hope and 
Anchor, already noticed, occupied the lower comer of the 
street, and nearly midway Mr. Edmund Peckover had just 
opened the bank which is now known as the Bradford Old 
Bank. Mr. Peckover, who was a Quaker, lived at East- 
brook Place, Leeds Boad, and afterwards erected Peckover 
Hall, in the same neighbourhood. Robert Waterhouse was 
a tailor in the same street, and at his house was held the 
first Bradford Savings Bank. Bank Street was bounded 
upon the eastern side by the Market House already men- 
tioned; in the upper room, or ''assembly room" as it was 
called, David Fox taught school. The Bradford Theatre 
adjoined the Market House buildings, and in the triangular 
piece of ground known as the New Market were stalls for 
butchers and butter factors. 

John Hustler, whose name appears in the above rate 
Ust, was rented at £80 for premises in the neighbourhood 
of Church Bank, but he resided at Undercliffe House. He 
was one of the signatories to the levying of the rate, along 
with Richard Fawcett, junior, and Joseph Green. The 
part he took in procuring the Act of 1808, and in carrying 
it into execution, has been previously alluded to. In many 
respects the town was indebted to him for the business-like 
aptitude he displayed in all that he undertook. He died in 
1842, aged seventy-one, and the sketch given of him (by 
permission of the Bradford Antiquarian Society) is from a 
painting by Richmond. Like Edmund Peckover, the first 
treasurer of the Commissioners, Mr. Hustier was a worthy 
member of the Society of Friends. 

The large house at the bottom of Horton Road was 
occupied, in 1805, by the Rev. Lamplugh Hird, and his 
son, Mr. H. W. Wickham, M.P., was bom there. The 
adjoining house was the residence, about that period, of Mr. 
John Hardy, father of Mr. Hardy the barrister, already 
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mentioned, who vas an attorney in good practice in Bradford, 
and it was at his inatigation that the manor of Boyda Hall 
was purchased, leading directly to the formation of the Low 
Moor Company. The late Mr. Samnel Hailstone, solicitor, 
father of Mr, Edward Hailstone, of Walton Hatl, served 
his articles with Mr. Hardy, and a^rwards resided in the 
bay-windowed house at the comer of Brewery Lane. The 
basement of the honse was used for offices, and there was a 
bright look out oyer the ]}radford beck to the top of Weatgate. 
The BeT. Samuel Redhead, who in 1805 was appointed naher 
at the Grammar School, afterwards took Mr. HaUstone's 
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premises, and married a daughter of Mr. Band, senior. For 
some years he conducted a claasical academy at his residence, 
and was first incumbent of Horton Bell Chapel, erected 
in 1806. In 1823, Mr. Bedhead became the Ticar of 
Calverley, and held the living nntil hie death, in 1846. 
Mr. John Band, senior, who was said to be the last of the 
old race of Bradfordians who wore a queue, resided at the 
comer of Horton Lane, and, in conjunction with his sons, 
John and William Band, assisted materially in developing 
the worsted trade of Bradford. The Band family originally 
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came from Norfolk. Mr. Thomas Mason, a partner in the 
Bowling Ironworks, was a near neighbour of Mr. Band, and 
at the house afterwards occupied by Mrs. Bacon, at the 
comer of '' Bowling Lane,*' resided Mr. Isaac Willson, derk 
of the Court of Bequests. The Act establishing the Court 
of Bequests at Bradford was passed in 1798, chiefly through 
the instrumentality of Mr. Willson. So exasperated were 
many inhabitants of the town, however, in consequence of 
its oppressive working, that a mob assembled with the 
intention of pulling Willson's house down, and they were 
only prevented by the prompt action of the ^' Bough and 
Beady" volunteers who were called out f James J, 

The leading spirit of the worsted trade, however, was 
Mr. Bichard Fawcett, junior, of the firm of Bichard Fawcett 
and Sons. Mr. Fawcett was bom at Lidget Green, where 
his father, a nephew of Dr. Fawcett, the celebrated divine, 
resided. While comparatively young he entered with spirit 
into business, and, in conjunction with his father, purchased 
the interest of Messrs. Swaine, Bamsbotham & Murgatroyd, 
in the manufactory erected by them in the Holme, after the 
disastrous fire which occurred in 1804. These premises 
they rebuilt and considerably enlarged.* Mr. Fawcett, junior, 
was a gentleman of great enterprise, and took part in all the 
movements of the period for furthering the interests of the 
town, whether in regard to its commercial, social, or reb'gious 
relations. He was largely instrumental in obtaining the 
Commissioners' Act of 1808, and he remained a Commissioner 



* In the po08e88ion of Bdwazd HaUstone, Esq., of Walton Hall, ia a oopy of 
regnlAtiona of the First Company of Bradford Yolnnteera, and Mr. Hailstone has 
alao the address issued by his fttther, when oaptain of the corps, in April, 1804. 
In the latter doomnent reference is nutde to a " dreadful oalamily/' namely, the 
destmotion by fire of the mill in the Hohne, erected by Messrs. Swaine and 
Bamsbotham. This fire ooonrred in Marcdi, 1804, and was generally attributed to 
the work of an incendiary. On that occasion the Volunteers had an opportunity 
of distinguishing tiiemselTes by saving the proper^, and also in inaintniniTig 
order. From the concluding sentence of the address, however, it would appear 
that a more glorious opportunity still awaited them, for they were about to be 
called up for permanmt duty, and the captain, in iaviting his men to demean 
themseWas with dignity, concludes: — ^"Should the day come when Frenchmen 
dare to inyode our sacred rights. Captain Hailstone feels confident that the First 
Compaziy of Bradford Volunteers will be found in the path of i^ry, and tha;t they» 
upon that day, wHl fter nothing but Qod and their own dishonour." 
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for a period of forty-two years. Mr. Fawcett was a Wesleyan 
of the old type. In 1810, he purchased the old Octagon 
(Wesleyan) Chapel and adjoining preacher's house, and 
snbseqaently acquired the adjoining plot of ground called 
Bandal Well Close, the site of the present Alexandra Hotel, 
and erected Westbrook House, where he afterwards resided. 
The situation of Westbrook House was then one of the 
most favoured in Bradford. Standing upon a little knoll, it 
commanded a beautiful westerly prospect, and there was an 
uninterrupted succession of green fields in the direction of 
Manchester Road and beyond. The situation at that period 
justified the designation it has since acquired of Mount 
Pleasant. The old Octagon, which occupied the higher 
ground, was the first Wedeyan Chapel erected in Bradford, 
and was so called from its peculiar form. It was described 
by John Wesley (who was a party to the trust) as *' the first 
of its kind where the roof is built with common sense, rising 
only a third of its breadth, yet as firm as any in England." 
It was opened in the summer of 1766, the site of it having 
been leased for 999 years firom Charles Swain Booth, Esq., of 
Horton Old Hall, for £20 and a yearly rent of £S 12s. 6d. 
In 1767 a preacher's house was built adjoining the chapel, 
the expense of which, including furnishing, being under 
£200. Mr. Fawcett also purchased the next presentment 
to the Vicarage of Bradford, intending it for his son, after- 
wards Canon Fawcett, but he disposed of it to Simeon's 
Trustees. Unfortunately, Mr. Fawcett's enterprise received 
several severe checks previous to his death, which took place 
in 1845. 

Almost closely adjoining the Holme were the brewery 
premises of Messrs. Whitaker & Co., dating back to 1767, 
when Joseph Storey and Thomas Aked were joint owners 
of the site, which was then known as the Bowling Alleys. 
In 1763, Aked and Storey conveyed their shares in the 
brewery to John Whitaker, of Halifax, their partner, and, at 
his death, his son William entered into possession. William 
Whitaker's daughter was married to Mr. Benjamin Thompson, 
unde of Mr. M. W« Thompson, and upon the latter marrying 
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his smrviTing dandier he became the sole owner of the 
brewery. Being the first of its kind in Bradford, it is fairly 
entitled to the distinction of the Old Brewery. 

The neighbourhood of Chapel Lane and the Tories, now 
called Tyrrel Street, would afibrd scope for a gossip upon 
many of the former inhabitants of the town if opportunity 
served. The Bower family, who resided at the house and 
grounds since conyerted into a coach factory in Chapel Lane, 
were among the earliest named in Bradford history. Miss 
Bower, who appears in the rate-book of 1805, was said to 
be the possessor of the only carriage in the town at that 
period. The matter is open to doubt. Miss Bower was, 
however, considered one of the nobility of Town-end, the 
then aristocratic portion of Bradford. The New Inn opposite 
was not a public-house at that time, nor indeed until after 
the year 1810, when it was rebuilt for that purpose by Mrs. 
Booth, of Hall Ligs, a member of the Wright family, to 
whom the property was left by Mr. C. S. B. Sharp, of Horton 
Old Hall. Prior to that period, the Aked family resided 
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a farmer and a partner in the firm of Swame 6c namnvouMm, 
who erected the first worsted mill in the Holme. Mr. 
Edward Ripley, of Bowling Dyeworks, and the late Mr. 
William Murgatroyd, ex-Mayor of Bradford, each married a 
daughter of Natty Murgatroyd, as he was familiarly styled. 
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i-itfuin. I—Page 46, lioe 37. An iaeipliaable error. Hr. Wni. Hargatrofd 
was the Htn of Mr. Natbaoiel Murgatroyd, and married a Miaa Croft. 
See p. 130. 
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The latter was consequently grandfather of Sir Henry Ripley, 
Bart., of Acacia. William Pollard, whose warehouse was 
in the Tories, resided at Scarr Hill, and was the father of 
Mr. Joshna Pollard, who still resides there. Mawson and 
Bowen, of the Old Foundry ; Goodchild, the painter ; 
Dennison, the shoesmith, and other ratepayers, might also 
be enumerated who were residents of this locality. 

Betuming to the Bowling Green, we note that the inn of 
that name was, in 1805, kept by Mrs. Isabella Fryer. Half 
a century before, namely, in 1750, the house was rebuilt by 
the Woolmer family, of Northowram, for John Crosley, 
currier, the tenant, and a lease was executed of it to Crosley, 
at an annual rental of £85 5s. Mr. Joseph Ward, who 
married a daughter of Mrs. Fryer, afterwards became the 
landlord. The Rev. William Atkinson, M.A., or Parson 
Atkinson, whose name appears in the rate-book, was rated 
for a house at the entrance to Toad Lane, near the Bowling 
Green. He was the '' afternoon man'' at the Parish Church, 
and held that position from 1784 to the time of his death, 
in 1846 — a period of sixty-two years. Mr. Atkinson was a 
man of herculean build, and of singular strength of mind 
as well as of body. As his duties only required his 
attendance at Bradford on Sunday afternoon, it is said that 
he walked from Thorparch, where he resided, to his town 
residence on Saturday, and walked back again on Monday. 
It is also said that he kept his sermons in two small barrels, 
and each sermon he delivered he deposited in the other 
barrel, which in turn was upset into the empty vessel, so 
that in the course of time the sermons appeared as fresh as 
ever to his hearers ! Mr. Atkinson was the maternal grand- 
father of Mr. M. W. Thompson. 

In Goodman's-end and Hall Ings there were a few 
gentry — Mr. Thomas Skelton, Dr. Mossman, Mrs. Booth, 
&c. Mr. Skelton's house stood at the corner of Hall Ings, 
which at that period was an open plain of green fields and 
" crofts." Behind his residence, where Messrs. Bennie, 
Tetley & Co.'s warehouse stands, there was a fine rookery. 
Mrs. Booth lived at another good house opposite, and 
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adjoining resided George Mossman, M.D.^ grandfitther of 
Mr. G. B. Mossman, clerk to the Borongh and West Riding 
magistrates. The doctor has been described as, in person 
and manners, the heau ideal of an English gentleman — tall, 
handsome, and witty ; the life and soul of the circle in 
which he moved, and of undoubted skiU in his profession. 
He commenced practice here in 1788, and soon became the 
consulting physician for Bradford and Airedale, a position 
which he held for over thirty-six years. He was a man of 
considerable natural abilities, and in his professional sphere 
was generous to a fault, ever ready to reHeve the poor and 
to give them the benefit of his skill. He was fond of society, 
and entered with characteristic ardour into the pleasures of 
the period. The late Mr. George Bobert Mossman, solicitor, 
and clerk to the West Biding magistrates, was his only son. 

If any apology is needed for this rambling digression 
from the point at which we set out, namely, the inaugural 
period of tiie real work of the Commissioners, we have only 
one to ofier, namely, that so overwhelming has been the 
influx of non-Bradfordians to the town (albeit to its undoubted 
advantage) that it seemed desirable to bring into prominence 
a tolerable representation of the native population at a period 
prior to the '' invasion." The list, however, is by no means 
exhaustive, and the references made do but scant justice to 
many townsmen referred to. 

As the requirements of the newly-elected Commissioners 
increased, many of the subscribers to the original fand for 
carrying on the work inaugurated by the Act doubled their 
subscriptions, and other inhabitants lent the Commissioners 
money on the security of the rates, for which interest was 
promised at the rate of 5 per cent, per annum. In this 
way several thousand pounds were lent to the Commissioners, 
and, jud^cifing by the tenour of certain receipts in existence, 
the lenders of the money, or their representatives, had some 
trouble in getting it back again. The financial difficulty was 
got over in the year 1884 by the authorities of the period 
compounding with their creditors for such of the sums as 
remained unpaid. 
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During the period aboTe indicated the Oommiscdoners 
had been a migratory body, adjoommg from one inn to 
another, as circnmstances, or a desire to distribute the 
hononr implied in their patronage, dictated. As prcrvionsly 
stated, the first abode was the Bnll's Head Inn, in Westgate ; 
next an adjoomment took place to the Nag's Head, in 
Eirkgate; afterwards to the Smi Inn, then to the Fleece 
Lm, Bank Street, and afterwards to the White Lion, in 
Eirkgate. In 1814, the Commissioners settled down at 
the White Horse Inn, Eirkgate, an old-fashioned hostelry 
which was swept out of existence by the formation of Lower 
Gheapside. Here they remained from 1814 to 1826, a 
period of twelye years, when a removal took place to the 
Court of Bequests, in Darley Street ; and, in 1881, another 
removal was made to the Excha^e Booms, in Piccadilly. 

And now we may proceed, with little interruption, to 
notice the functions of the Commissioners during these 
years. They soon found themselves with plenty of work in 
dischai^g their sanitary duties. At the second meeting 
held by them, Messrs. Samuel Hailstone, John Hustler, and 
James Fletcher were appointed a Sanitary Committee to 
confer with the surveyor, William Hobbis, and their first 
important duty was to carry out a resolution passed at a 
strong meeting of the Commissioners, ordering— '^ That a 
proper scavenging cart be made under the direction of 
Messrs. Hailstone, Hustler, and Fletcher;" also that the 
surveyor purchase " one wheelbarrow, two shovels, two coal 
rakes, two besoms, and one water pan." The enumeration 
of this portentous list of articles is sufficient to betoken the 
vigour which the ^'new brooms" meant to throw into their 
work. To wield these instruments, two ^'proper persons" 
were employed as scavengers. The scheme, however, fell 
through ; and, in a few months, the business was transferred 
to Messrs. Cousen and Green, two of the Commissioners, 
who agreed to sweep from '* John Walker's in Barkerend, 
along New Street, the Turles, to Mr. Foster's in Horton 
Lane, the whole of Ivegate, Northgate, the Market Place, 
to Mr. Skelton's in Goodman's-end," twice each week^ to 

B 
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find their own materialfl^ and take the stock of implements 
off the hands of thQ Commissioners for the snm of ten 
shillingSi and to pay the Commissioners thirty-six shillings 
per annum for the. priyilege. Mr. Fletcher^ a member of the 
Sanitary Committee, offered to sweep from Silsbridge Lane 
end, down Westgate, Eirkgate, and Skinner Lane, for 
the manure. The remainder of the Commissioners were 
empowered to see that they did their daty. 

It would appear that even such an arrangement as this, 
which combined features that might be considered novel 
now-a-days, was abandoned within a year for the system 
of scayenging contracts, and hence we find the following 
minute passed at the meeting of the Commissioners held in 
December, 1805 : — *^ A proposal made by WiUiam Jowett 
to cleanse the streets of Bradford for one year at least twice 
a-week for ten pounds paid him, and to draw a guinea 
weekly as subsistence money, to pay in the same on the sale 
of manure, was unanimously accepted." Even the contract 
system gave great trouble to the Commissioners, and during 
many years the contractors seemed to emulate each other in 
their inefficiency. At length some relief was obtained by 
the employment of able-bodied paupers ; but the Guardians 
estimating their services at too high a figure, the men were 
withdrawn, and the streets became so filthy that a writer of 
the time said they would "disgrace a Hottentot settlement.'' 

Previous to the advent of the Commissioners the town 
was not " watched " throughout the year, and such a system 
as was maintained was supported by the voluntary subscrip- 
tions of those who desired protection. The Commissioners, 
however, in their endeavours to improve the watching 
arrangements, seem to have proceeded very cautiously at 
first. Seven " beats " only were provided for, requiring seven 
watchmen, being only one more than under the previous 
arrangement, the area covered being that co-extensive with 
the Commissioners' district. In April of each year the 
number of watchmen was reduced to two, these being 
generally the most venerable of the nightly guardians. Each 
man was allowed twelve shillings a-week, with a gratuity of 
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half-a-goinea in Deoember^ in lien of his solicitinpf Christmas 
boxes. These soTen goardians of the night were acoom- 
modated with great coats and boxes in which to screen 
themselves dnring bad weather; but watchman No. 4 had 
to put np with Mr. Pierson's shntter-box^ for which the 
Commissioners paid a yearly acknowledgment of one shilling. 
Tommy Pierson was a grocer at the end of Chapel Lane 
nearest to Bridge Street. These watch*boxes were the 
objects of sport to the young sparks of the period, who much 
enjoyed the fmi of upsetting them^ and, if possible, the 
watchmen within them. 

The economy observed in clothing the town's guardians, 
and the consideration shown to the more venerable servants, 
those belonging to the old watch, are strikingly illustrated 
in the following minute, passed in 1804 : — '* Resolved, that 
two new coats be provided for two of the oldest watchmen, 
and that three of the old coats be appropriated in repairing 
four old ones and the leggings, and that the surveyor do 
purchase the cloth of Mr. Ogden." The Commissioners 
caused to be built upon the vacant ground near the prison 
{i.e.f near Sun Bridge), a proper place for depositing the 
scavengers* cart and watch-boxes. The watchmen were 
especially enjoined to try the doors of the inhabitants, and 
to call out the hours of the night This they appear to have 
done so lustily that in time it became a nuisance, and they 
were forbidden to call out so often. The watchmen were 
also allowed to call up persons who desired to be awakened 
at an early hour, and for this purpose huge chalk-marks were 
often made upon the doors or door-posts of houses. 

At the meeting in August, 1804, it was also decided to 
affix names to the streets of the town, and at the same time 
alterations were made in several of the names previously 
given. Barkerend was called High Street ; the ** back of the 
Isle," from Church Bridge to Church Bank, was named Well 
Street ; from the Sun Bridge to Dead Lane, Bridge Street ; 
from the Sun Bridge to tfie turnpike. Toll Gate ; from the Sun 
Inn to the Soke Com Mill, Mill Gate ; from Samuel Risden's 
(the Fledce Inn) to Timothy Green's (the Hope and Anchor), 
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Bank Street ; Fair Gap to Stanfield's Style, Northgate ; from 
John Greenwood's to the old Bing of Bells, Broadstones ; 
from the old Bing of Bells to the Maltkiln, Balme Gate ; 
Dead Lane was styled Vicar Lane ; Toad Lane was altered 
to Chapel Lane ; and New Street to Market Street. 

The lighting of the streets of the town was another 
important consideration, and it appearing that there was a 
sam of money in the treasurer's hands for that purpose, 
lamps and lamp-irons were procured, and places fixed upon 
where the lamps should be erected. Considerable as had 
been the difficulties in making their street-cleansing and 
night-watching arrangements, the Commissioners had even 
greater to face when they attempted to improve the lighting 
of the town. Beyond getting ready the necessary appliances 
the Commissioners did nothing the first winter; but by 
September of next year they had appointed three lamp- 
lighters ''at ten shillings and sixpence per week wages, 
subject to abatement for the breakage of lamps by them at 
the rate of two shillings per globe." Li addition to a salary, 
the three men were provided with white cotton overalls 
and smocks, which were only to be worn when on duty, and 
'' not to be taken home." Li October of 1804, therefore, 
we may imagine the town to have assumed, by the aid of 
oil and cotton-wick, a brilliance unattained before. The 
Commissioners furnished their own material for lighting and 
keeping in repair the oil lamps, &c. Thus we have items 
as follows : — '' Oil weighed at Mr. Gamett's, full cask, lie. 
Oq. 101b. ; one lib. blew paint, 81b. white paint, 1 jack of 
turpentine." The items for broken glasses frequently occur. 
The lamplighters also proved very unruly, and the Commis- 
sioners cast about for some new method. 

At that time the town of Wakefield was lighted by oil 
lamps supplied by a contractor from London named Couldery, 
and a servant of his, hearing of the Bradford job, undertook 
to light the town at the rate of two shillings per lamp per 
month, twenty nights in each month, and find oil, lamps, 
wick, &c. His master, however, refused to ratify the 
bargain, and the town remained in its primeval darkness. 
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The CommissiDners had not been long in ofiSce before 
they encountered opposition from Mr. Benjamin Bawson, 
the Lord of the Manor of Bradford. There was also a 
Manor of Horton, the interests of which vested in the 
Horton family, at that time represented by Sir Watts 
Horton, of Ghadderton, near Manchester, but they were in 
little danger from the Commissioners, as their district 
extended no farther into the Horton township than the bottom 
of Bowling Lane (Manchester Bead), and included only 
Band's Mill and a few of the honses in Great Horton Bead. 
Although Mr. Bawson's name appeared in the Act of 1808, 
and he was a subscriber to the promotion fund, he never 
qualified. As lord of the manor his interests were often 
antagonistic to those of the Commissioners, and collisions 
were not rare. Then there were the township authorities, 
the Highway Surveyors, who exercised contemporary juris- 
diction with the Commissioners in matters affecting the 
highways. The streets were in a dilapidated and dangerous 
state in many places, and as the causeways were repairable 
by the owners, who looked upon them as private property, 
it was no uncommon circumstance for great gaps of 
unflagged and uncared-for footway to occur even in the 
principal streets. In many cases the attention of the 
Highway Surveyors was called to the want of repair of these 
thoroughfares, and generally that body expressed their 
readiness to perform the duty which belonged to them, but 
in several instances the Commissioners found it necessary to 
forward their contemporaries a peremptory notification that, 
unless their complaints were listened to, the town would be 
^' indicted." The streets, too, were appropriated for market 
purposes, and made the repository for disused carts, old 
furniture, tubs, or lutnberly articles of that character. Li 
their raids against offenders for thus making an improper use 
of the public thoroughfares, the Commissioners were brought 
into collision not only with the lord of the manor but with 
private householders, whose persistency in upholding what 
they deemed their ancient rights was singularly manifested, 
f So obnoxious did the proceedings of the town's reformers 
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appear to some of the tenants of the manor that they set 
the Commissioners at defiance, and refused to pay their legal 
rates. 

Another somrce of disquiet to the Commissioners was 
that '^ bulwark of the State," the family pig, which had 
presumably acquired a vested interest in the public streets, 
such interest having been strengthened by long usage. It 
would appear that pigs were as plentiful in the streets of the 
Bradford of 1803 as they are now rare, until the Commis- 
sioners set their faces against their roving practices. It 
would be an oddity, certainly, now to see a matronly sow, 
followed by her litter of eight or ten young pigs, making a 
circuit of Eirkgate, Ivegate, and Market Street, in search of 
whatever might have escaped the broom of the sweepers ; 
but so rank was the nuisance that Hobbis, the surveyor, had 
strict orders to impound all animals of the porcine breed 
that he found straying in the streets. The pig-keeping 
custom, however, was too prevalent to be thus rudely 
assailed, and it would appear that the Commissioners, fiEuling 
to efiect a clearance during week-days, fell back upon the 
Sabbatarian feelings of their constituents, and contented 
themselves with issuing the following order, viz. : — " That 
whoever shall allow their pigs to run loose in the streets on 
the Sabbath Day will be prosecuted with the utmost rigour 
of the law." We have no information of the result of this 
highly interesting struggle between the town's authorities 
and tiie keepers of pigs. 

Against these vested interests, and the chronic prejudices 
of private owners at their premises being interfered with, 
even with a view to improvement, the Commissioners had to 
contend as best they could. Whether they became disgusted 
with the opposition shown towards them, or the novelty of 
office had begun to wear off, we know not ; but from the books 
it appears that in May and June, 1804, their second year of 
office, five attempts were made to form a quorum without effect. 
There was therefore no meeting from April 6th to July 12th. 
Three similar attempts were made in the following montii, 
with corresponding results. 
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At iheir meetmg on the 17ih Angast, 1805, the Com- 
missioDers once more eonsidered the question of lighting for 
the approaching winter^ and appointed a committee for the 
pnrposey with instroctionB to advertise for tenders in the 
Leeds papers. At their next meeting, the clerk reported 
that all the members of the committee had refased to haye 
anything to do with the business, and that he had written 
to Mr. Gonldeij, of London, for his terms, which were as 
follows :<— '' To find men and oil, burners of sixteen threads, 
and all necessary materials; also to replace, at his own 
expense, all globes that may be broken or destroyed ; to light 
the lamps seven months in the year, omitting seven nights 
every full moon ; to bum from dark in the evening to two 
in ihe morning, at 16s. each. That the Commissioners 
advance a weekly sum not exceeding £2 for paying the men, 
&c., and one-half the amount for lighting, before or on the 
15th January, 1806, money advanced inclusive, and the 
remainder within one month after the lamps are discontinued 
for the season." This offer was accepted for five years. 

Thus the lighting of the town commenced under condi- 
tions apparently satis£etctory. The surveyor was instructed 
to take nightly surveys in order that the conditions of the 
contract might be fdlfilled, and his book told of repeated 
defiftult, thus : — 

1806.— Oct. 27. 12 lamps not lighted. 

Oct 28. 12 empty lamp iroiis. 

Not. 28. 17 lamps not lighted the greatest part of the time. 

Dec. 8. A great number of the lamps not lighted. 

1806. — January. 22 lamps not lighted on the average of the month. 

Feb. 6. 88 empty irons. 

This state of things led to remonstrances, then threats, and 
finally to the cancelling of the contract at the end of the 
season. As no committee could be obtained to superintend 
the lighting business for the winter of 1806, the Commis- 
sioners resolved :— '' That the lighting should be suspended 
for the coming winter." 

The entries of transactions in the Commissioners* books 
for the first year or two are very meagre. Befiarences to 
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broken lamp irons freqaenily ocoor, in one case a reward of 
five guineas being ofiered for fhe detection of the offender ; 
and accounts are firequent where parties are brought before 
the Commissioners for assaulting the night watchmen, the 
fines imposed being generally handed over for the benefit of 
the abused guardians of the night. No doubt the latter 
would be considered fiEur game for sport by the town sparks 
of the period. In the year 1806, the Commissioners came 
into possession of three fire-engines; one by purchase, 
another the gift of the Royal Exchange Assurance Society, 
and the third the gift of Messrs. Richard Fawcett, John Rand, 
and Piele & Thompson. A number of men were formed 
into a fire-brigade, the following being their names, viz. : — 
William Sagar, Peter Jennings, John Eellett, John Brewer, 
John Jackson, Joshua Eeighley, William Hey, Richard 
Sugden, Joseph Hodgson, William Stables, James Standring, 
George Womersley, John Whitehead, William Jowett, 
William Hodgson, John Brooksbank, Joseph Marsden, John 
Sugden, and Henry Wharton — nineteen in aU. 

In March, 1808, the Rev. John Crosse, vicar, requested 
the use of the '^Soup-house" for the purpose of holding 
therein a Sunday school. Tl)e '^ Soup-house " was situate 
in Bank Street, and is the building referred to in the following 
entry in the surveyor's book for May, 1805, viz.: — " Received 
the key from Mr. Fletcher of the room over the Shambles, 
taken by the Commissioners at £4 4s. per annum.*' The 
blind Vicar of Bradford is credited with being the founder of 
the first Sunday school established in Bradford, namely, in 
the house of John Baxter, Mr. Crosse's right-hand man, 
and the removal to Bank Street would probably be the next 
step towards progression. The pots and pans were therefore 
ordered to be disposed of, and the place handed over to the 
vicar. During the same year, William Hobbis resigned his 
appointment as surveyor, and George Lea was elected at a 
salary of twenty-six guineas a-year. He was succeeded by 
James Humble. 

The Commissioners' minute books are absolutely barren 
for the next four years of any information except as to the 
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leyying of the rate of one shilling and sixpence in the pound, 
and the ordering oat and discontinuance of the oil lamps, 
with occasional references to the watchmen. It wonld thns 
appear that the old plan of lighting the streets had been 
again resorted to. In 1812, we find an entry to the effect 
that Union Street be declared within the limits of the Act, 
and it was accordingly ordered to be watched and lighted. 
For two or three years the sweeping of the streets had 
been done by paupers, but the Guardians of the Poor having 
given notice of their intention to discontinue the practice, a 
resolution was adopted by the Commissioners to the effect 
that the cleansing of the streets by paupers was ** highly 
advantageous to the ratepayers, inasmuch as it operated as 
a terror to idle and dissolute persons from seeking town 
relief/' In 1814, the Commissioners found it necessary to 
indict William Whitaker and the skinhouse occupied by him 
in Chapel Lane. Notwithstanding this notice, Whitaker 
continued to wash skins in the beck, and defended his 
position at the sessions. 

In the same year the smoke nuisance was complained 
of in Bradford for the first time, in connection with the 
chimneys of Mr. Band's mill, the brewery at the foot of 
Horton Boad, and Messrs. Mawson & Bown's foundry, in 
Tyrrel Street. A committee was entrusted with its suppres- 
sion, which continued its functions for some time. In 1815 
this committee was requested to view the chimneys erected 
by Mr. Mason, in Canal Boad, and by Messrs. Horsfall, and 
report as to their height. The committee reported that 
these ohinmeys were of sufiScient height, and were so con- 
structed as to consume smoke. We infer, however, that 
the Commissioners were content with the chimneys being 
of the required height and construction, for years afterwards 
they only began seriously to consider plans and apparatus 
for the effective consumption of smoke. 

During the year 1817 there was no meeting of the Com- 
missioners between January 6th and August 29th, and for 
several months a sufficient number of members only was 
obtained to pass a few accounts ! The inhabitants of the 
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town, howoYer, were heavily bnrdenedy during this year, 
for other purposes than street sweeping and lamp lighting. 
At a meeting held in the yestry, on Febmary 6ih, to take 
into consideration the propriety of entering into a subscription 
for the purpose of raising a quota of militia for the township 
of Bradford, it was resolved *' that a subscription of seven 
shillings each labouring man and ten shillings each trades* 
man be paid into the hands of John Gibson, the constable, 
and that he be appointed to receive all subscriptions towards 
that object." The purport of this levy was to assist in 
providing substitutes for the army reserves, consequent on 
the long'Continued drain upon the country by the Conti- 
nental war. Johnny Gibson, the constable above mentioned, 
was also landlord of the old White Horse Inn, which stood 
by the side of the Malt Shovel, Eirkgate, the site of which 
is now occupied by Lower Gheapside, and at his house were 
frequentiy held adjourned meetings of the vestry. 

Meanwhile the inaction of the Commissioners was some- 
what compensated by the action taken by the inhabitants in 
vestry assembled. Hence we find that at a meeting of the 
inhabitants held in the vestry of the Parish Church, March 
12th, 1817, William Tetiey, constable, in the chair, it was 
resolved — ''That Cuckoo Bridge, being very inconvenient 
and dangerous, the surveyors be requested to obtain a plan 
and estimate for altering the same, provided the Bev. Godfrey 
Wright and Mr. John Thornton give the town as much 
land as will be necessary for the same." Among the signa- 
tures were those of John Aked, James Marshall, William 
Wells, Francis Ackroyd, Samuel Broadley, Joshua Stead, 
Joshua Mann, Francis Thornton, Bobert Mawson, G. T. 
Lister, Matthew Thompson, Bichard Crosley, Bichard 
Fawcett, and Matthias Whitehead. Cuckoo Bridge, like 
several other bridges in the town, would with difficulty be 
traced now-a-days. At the period in question this bridge 
spanned the narrow roadway at the end of Chapel Lane, 
extending from the present site of Messrs. Luccock, Lupton 
and Go.'s warehouse to the premises opposite the principal 
entrance to St. George's Hall, Upon the latter site then 
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ertood the mansion referred to as occupied by Mr. Skelton, 
which became the property of the Rev. Godfrey Wright. 
The waters of Bowling beck still take the course they did 
at that period. The march of improvement also extended 
to the Hall Ings, which had only just been formed into a 
highway by the Bey. Godfrey Wright, and it was resolved 
to lay a causeway along the tags, if the consent of the Low 
Moor Company could be obtained. A strong contention^ 
however, arose as to whether the causeway should be single 
or double, and a double or four-foot causeway was determined 
upon. If the original designers of the highway across Hall 
Ings had foreseen the erection of St. George's Hall and the 
magnificent warehouses which now fringe its sides, they 
might with advantage have doubled the width of the roadway 
as well as the causeway. 

The success of the vestry surveyors on the above occasion 
also emboldened them to attempt the widening of Church 
Bridge at the bottom of Eirkgate, that bridge having, ** owing 
to the great increase of the inhabitants, and also of the 
increased trafSc, become quite unsafe and dangerous ; *' and 
during the next year, 1821, the surveyors were empowered 
to widen Ive Bridge in conjunction with Mr. Bobert Mawson, 
grocer and tallow chandler, that tradesman pledging himself, 
in case he was allowed to cover one-half of the brook 
adjoining his premises, ^' not to erect any pan or pans in 
this part of his premises for the purpose of rending tallow 
for candles or soap.*' The vicinity of the Ive Bridge it 
would also be difficult to determine, and but very few 
Bradfordians remain who can recall the appearance of the 
open beck which flowed beneath it. 

During the same year, the propriety of laying a double 
causeway along Manningham Lane to connect the Bradford 
and Manningham townships, conditional on the trustees of 
the above turnpike road bearing a portion of the expense, 
was discussed at a large vestry meeting held in June, and 
was agreed upon. 

We may now pause and report progress in respect to the 
growth of tiie town, which had by this time taken a decisive 
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stride. The following figures mast suffice in illustration. 
In the township of Bradford the popnlation, in 1801^ was 
6898 ; in 1811, 7767 ; and, in 1821, 18,014. For the four 
townships comprising the then ''town*' of Bradford, however, 
the figures were in 1801, 18,264 ; in 1811, 16,012 ; and, 
in 1821, 26,209, representing an increase equal to 64 per 
cent, in the latter decade. As regards the condition of the 
staple trade at that period it may be appropriate to state 
that, in 1801, there was onlj at work one worsted mill, 
driven by an engine of 15 horse-power ; in 1810, five mills 
combinedly of 120 horse-power ; and, in 1820, twenty mills, 
with 588 horse-power. A contemporary gazetteer thus writes 
of the manufactures of the town from an outsider's stand- 
point :— 

In Bradford, aa in almost every other manofactoring town in the 
West Biding, the inhabitants have of late years suffered considerable 
annoyance from the smoke emitted from steam-engine fnmaces, and 
they look forward with some impatience to the removal of this 
increasing nuisance, which may so easily be effected. Worsted stuffs 
form the staple manufacture of this town and neighbourhood, but 
broad and narrow cloths, wool-cards, and combs are also made here to 
a considerable extent, and the cotton trade from Lancashire has found 
its way into this district. The spinning of worsted, yam is also a 
considerable trade here, and has tended not only to enrich individuals, 
but to promote the general prosperity of the place. No manufacturing 
town in England has perhaps suffered so little from the depression of 
trade as Bradford. In war and in peace it has been alike prosperous. 
It has indeed felt the vicissitudes of trade in common with other 
places, but the depression has generally been of short duration, and 
it has been among the first to feel the vivifying effects of the return 
of prosperous times. 

Up to this period the town continued to be lighted by 
oil lamps ; but the introduction of gas into Bradford by the 
Bradford Gaslight Company opened up a prospect of better 
things. This company was formed in the year 1821, with 
a capital of £16,000, It is scarcely creditable to the enter- 
prise existing in the town at the period that the capital was 
with difficulty raised ; indeed, many of the shares were taken 
up by Leeds merchants in default of subscribers being forth- 
coming in Bradford. Mr. Richard Fawcett officiated as first 
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chainnan of the company; ihe first derk was Mr. John 
Crosley, who was sacceeded by Mr. John Monlden, and 
afterwards by Mr. Ridehalgh. Mr. John Onthwaite was the 
first engineer employed, and he erected the Mill Street 
works, the site of which was purchased from the lord of the 
manor as a nice suburban district not likely to become 
encroached upon. He was succeeded by Mr. Joseph Bean, 
who continued as consulting engineer until the transfer of 
the works to the Corporation. Mr. David Swallow, the 
present manager, entered the service of the company in 
1828, he having now completed an uninteirupted term of 
fifty-eight years' service. No dividends were paid by the 
company for several years, the science of gas-making being 
then surrounded with many difficulties. Two lamplighters 
did the whole of the lighting; but the area covered only 
extended to a limited district. Purchase was made, in 1844, 
of the Thornton Boad site from Mr. George Baron, and gas 
was supplied from there next year. In the year 1845, the 
shares of the company had risen to £70 each. During the 
same year the company obtained an Act to capitalise £80,000 
of the accumulated profits, to borrow on loan a sum of 
£10,000, and to raise an additional capital of £60,000. 
With this addition the company went on until the plant was 
transferred to the Corporation in June, 1871. 

The question of lighting the town by means of the new 
invention engaged the attention of the Board of Commis- 
sioners at a meeting held in September, 1821, when, after 
one or two adjournments, it was decided to enter into a 
contract for that purpose, ''provided such contract amounted 
to a less sum than the average cost of the three previous 
years ; provided also that the contract extend over fourteen 
years, and that the lamps be at no greater distance from 
each other than those in Leeds.'* Some negotiations took 
place on the subject, and at the meeting held in August, 
1822, Messrs. Henry Leah, Matthew Thompson, and Bichard 
Fawcett attended on behalf of the Gaslight Company, and 
ofiered to light the town for £210 per year, this sum being 
less than the average expense of lighting with oil during the 
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three preyioas years. The company's Act, in fact> contained 
a clause rendering it imperative npon them to snpply the 
public lamps with gas of sach a quality as should afford a 
*' cheaper and better light " than could be obtained from oO. 
The offer of the company was accepted, and an agreement 
was entered into for fourteen years. 

The acquisition of improved means of lighting had the 
effect of causing several thoroughfares to be '^ declared '' as 
public highways within the meaning of the Act. The 
portion of the new road extending from Bridge Street as far 
as the limits of the Act extended, viz., to the bottom of 
Vicar Lane, was in 1826 called Leeds Road. Bawson 
Square, the new Market Place, Darley Street, the new 
streets called Gross Street and St, James Street, Westgate, 
Fountam Street, Manor Bow and Manningham Lane to Mr. 
Booth's house, were all declared vnthin the limits of the Act, 
and were ordered to be lighted and watched, like the rest of 
the town. This latter portion of thoroughfare was a year 
afterwards named North Parade. The name of Skinner 
Lane was altered to Skinner Street, but three months after 
it received its present name of Cheapside. In consequence 
of the above action a resolution like the following was found 
necessary at the next meeting of the Commissioners — 
namely, '' That the hog-stye in Manningham Lane opposite 
Christ Church, and the muck-heap opposite Bawson Place 
be removed, and that Thomas Hoadley's pigs be not allowed 
to run loose and be fed in the Market Place ! '* 

The year 1825 was marked by two events connected 
with the trade of the tovm somewhat divergent in character, 
namely, the famous celebration of the Festival of Bishop 
Blaize, and the great strike of woolcombers. The former, 
from the large amount of enthusiasm which was thrown into 
it, has become an historic event. Of the latter, it is only 
necessary to state that for twenty-two weeks many thousands 
of woolcombers, weavers, &c., either joined in tiie strike or 
were thrown out of employment in consequence of it. To 
afford some indication of the amount of suffering and loss 
which were entailed, it appears, from a statement published 
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at the timOy that j616,826 was disbursed dniing the strike 
to 2900 men, 218 women, and 2928 children, relief being 
distributed, during the same period, to 2668 families, at 
an expense of £200 weekly. In consequence of this strike, 
the trade of the town was nearly ruined, and to the general 
calamity must be added the stoppage of the banking house 
of Wentworth, Ghalloner & Bishworth, whose Bradford 
premises were in Market Street. 

In July, 1825, the decision in the case Bawson v. Wright 
was given, this being an action brought by the lord of the 
manor against the Bev, Godfrey Wright, for erecting a 
market in Hall Ings to the damage of his undoubted right 
as owner of the existing market. The Bev. Godfrey Wright 
erected a slaughter-house and about thirty shops for butchers 
surrounding a large area in that part of Hall Ings immediately 
behind the Bawson's Arms, and this led to a trial at York 
assizes. The greatest interest was taken in the struggle for 
supremacy between the clergyman and the manorial lord, 
and pubUo sympathy went maeh with the former, arising 
probably from the circumstance that Mr. Bawson had on 
previous occasions thwarted a scheme for improved market 
accommodation. Mr, Scarlett was counsel for the plaintiff 
and Mr. (afterwards Lord) Brougham acted for the defendant. 
The result was a verdict in favour of the lord of the manor, 
damages one shilling and costs forty shillings. After the 
trial, Mr. Wright pulled down his market premises. 

Mr. Bawson had a substantial reason for not permitting 
the erection of Mr. Wright's market buildings, inasmuch as 
during the year previous he had himself completed the 
spacious shambles, market house, bazaar, &c., near Bawson 
Place. 

The Bev. Godfrey Wright was also anxious to obtain a 
communication from Market Street to his property in Hall 
Ings, the only existing medium being a footpath skirting 
the side of the White Swan Lin, then kept by Mr. John 
Bradford. In order to efibot^th^, the adjoining public-house, 
called the Britannia, a great rendezvous of the Second West 
York Militia, was pulled down. The dwelling next to the 
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Britannia was owned by a shoemaker named Feather, who 
held oat obstinately after the other property owners had 
given way. Over his door was a sign which bore the 
following lines: — 

Within this honse a poor man dwells. 

In spite of wind and weather; 
Boots and shoes he makes and mends. 

And his name is William Feather. 

When the shoemaker gave way, Charles Street was formed ; 
but this would not be until the year 1829. 

In the year 1826| the Commissioners did little active work 
beyond the ''declaring *' of a few streets, namely, Yicar Lane, 
from the old tan house to Goodman's-end ; also Commercial 
Street and Mill Street. The great strike had ended ; but it 
had left its effects in a spirit of discontent, aggravated by the 
introduction of machinery into the town, which culminated 
in a riot, and the attack upon Horsfall's Mill, North Wing. 
So far as the Commissioners were concerned, they merely 
kept on the watchmen for the whole of the summer months, 
instead of dismissing all but two, as was their wont. An 
attempt was made, however, to utilise some of the unem- 
ployed workpeople in return for reUef which was stiU required 
to be administered, and a vestry meeting was held in August, 
1826, to consider the matter. As early as this period, 
complaints were made of the impurity of the Bradford beck, 
in which it had been the boast of the townspeople that trout 
delighted, but which in 1826 had come to be described as 
'' a sink of filth.'' It was decided, therefore, that the beck 
should be cleansed, and nearly one hundred and fifty unem- 
ployed operatives were engaged in the work at a shilling per 
day, besides rations of meat and flour. Other men were 
employed in the formation of Union Street, in improving 
the Tyrrels, and other similar works, under a committee 
consisting of Messrs. John Hustier, Bichard Fawcett, James 
Bilton, Matthew Thompson, Rev. N. T. Heinekin, Dr. 
Outhwaite, John Aked, Henry Harris, Daniel Peckover, 
and John Band, junior. 
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Daring the year 1826 the plans of the new Exchange 
BuildingSy in Piccadilly, were prepared by Mr. Goodman, 
and the project was taken np, although somewhat tardily. 
The street was not completed nntil the year 1888. 

In 1827, the Commissioners indulged in the luxury of 
street watering, and made arrangements with a water hawker 
for that purpose. Two other movements of note also took 
place this year, namely, the remoyal of the place of meeting 
of the Commissioners from one or other of the inns of the 
town to the Court of Bequests, in Darley Street; and an 
agreement was entered into by that body to pay J610 per 
annum as its proportion of rent towards tiie premises taken 
by the Overseers for a vagrant office.* The propriety of 
renting a vagrant office, to be under the charge of the 
deputy-constable, was formally approved at a vestry meeting 
in January, 1827, and John Ingham was appointed vagrant 
master at a yearly salary of £S0, he being allowed to occupy 
the house adjoining, and to be under the supervision of the 
committee previously charged with the control of vagrancy 
in the town. 

For the sake of distinction, the *' newly-declared '* streets 
within the limits of the Act were recorded as follows: — Leeds 
Road, from Cuckoo Bridge to the Bowling Staith, including 
the '' branch" from Mr. Bentley's house (in Hall Ings); 
Vicar Lane, from the Vicarage to Goodman*s-end ; Bowling 
LanCy from the old Toll Bar House to Marshall's Mill. 
Some new streets called Pall Mall, Commercial Street, and 
Mill Street were also declared eligible to be lighted and 
watched. The declaring of these streets involved the 
appointment of additional watchmen, making the total number 

* This office was in Aldermanbnxy, and ihe bTiildJng had formerly pajned 
tbroogh a varied experience. Little less than a oentnzy before, it was the arena 
where the then popnlar sport of cook fightii^ was indulged ; hence the building 
retained the name of the Ckxskpit. It then (175S) became the cradle of the first 
Baptist Church in Bradford ; three years afterwards, the Metiliodists converted the 
building into a preaching room, and in May, 1757, from the steps abutting from it 
Jdhjx Wesley exhorted large multitudes assembled upon the open plain which then 
extended to Ivegate. In course of time the building became in tnm a theatre, a 
drill room, a temple of " Johannas," and a commercial academy. The sitoation 
being regaided as near to the Jnstioe Boom behind the Kew Inn, rooms were set 
apart for the night-watch, lock-up, Ac. 

F 
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thirteen. John Boocock^ having been watchman for thirty- 
two years, was snperannnated with the sum of £9 4s., being 
at the rate of two shillings a-year for his period of service. 
A plan was this year in agitation for regulating the " police," 
especially with reference to their calling oat the hours. The 
prevailing practice of each watchman on his beat bawling 
out periodically, *' Half-past two o'clock and a fine (or wet) 
morning I " was considered by many to be an unnecessary 
expenditure of energy at the public expense, and complaints 
were frequent from householders who disapproved the 
practice. The night watchmen were, therefore, admonished 
on the point, and ordered to be more discreet in their 
midnight bawlings. 

The gradual development of the district surrounding 
Bradford at this period is sufficiently indicated by the fact 
that no fewer than three public highways were being con- 
structed, namely, the Bradford and Thornton Road, the 
Bradford and Eccleshill Road, and the Shipley and Bramley 
Road, intersecting WindhiU, Thackley, Greengates, Calverley, 
&c. All these roads were opened for traffic in 1827. The 
work of construction of the Shipley and Bramley Road was 
entrusted to the celebrated M'Adam, whose peculiarity of 
stone-laying consisted in his having all the material passed 
through a sieve with one and a-half inch holes. Manningham 
Lane and Bolton Road, as far as the township boundary, 
were declared within the limits of the Act. A causeway was 
also laid down on one side of Tyrrel Street, and a feeble 
attempt was made to widen the ^' Strait.** 

The year 1828 was distinguished in the annals of both 
the Highway Surveyors and the Board of Commissioners 
by the combined application to obtain an Act of Parliament 
superseding the Commissioners' Act of 1808. The import- 
ance of this movement may be gathered from the fact that 
in the previous ten years the population of the borough had 
increased by 17,000 souls, the total number being, for the 
four townships in the borough, about 42,000. The surveyors 
were the first to take action. In April, 1828, an application 
to Parliament was ordered to be made, ''with all despatch," 
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either to amend the existing Act or to ohtain a new Act to 
make snch improvements as might be deemed necessary. 
At a meeting sanctioning this application it was resolved to 
obtain sabscriptions towards the object from such individuals 
as were likely to be benefited by the proposed improvements. 
The committee to whom this important step was entrusted 
consisted of Dr. Onthwaite, Dr. Beanmont, and Messrs. 
Matthew Thompson, Isaac MilneSj William Wood, F. Simes, 
W. B. Thornton, Bichard Fawcett, B. Margerison, John 
Wood, John Blackbnm, junior, William Band, James Sharp, 
and the two surveyors for the time being. The Commis- 
sioners followed suit at a meeting held in August, when a 
committee was appointed to act with the surveyors. Dr. 
Sharp being chairman and Mr. John Booth, clerk. Mr. 
George B. Mossman was appointed solicitor for the applicants, 
and Mr. Joseph Smith, surveyor. 

In the Bill drawn on this occasion, the general provisions 
of the former Act were proposed to be continued with 
amendments, the title, however, being varied to read — *^ A 
Bill for the better regulation and improvement of the town 
of Bradford and the neighbourhood thereof." It was also 
proposed that, in addition to the hamlet of Little Horton, 
^'its provisions should be extended to such parts of the 
townships of Manningham and Bowling as lie immediately 
contiguous to the town of Bradford aforesaid." The attempt 
proved abortive, owing partly to the opposition ofiered by 
the inhabitants of the places proposed to be attached, from 
a fear of the increased taxation which it was supposed would 
follow the enactment. The proposed Bill was also of too 
sweeping a character in its '' improvement " clauses for the 
public spirit then existing. It contained a schedule proposing 
to widen Great Horton Bead, Chapel Lane, Tyrrel Street, 
Bridge Street, Market Street, Well Street, High Street, 
Vicar Lane, Ivegate, Eirkgate, Hustlergate, Duke Street, 
Cheapside, and Silsbridge Lane, by taking off frontages and 
in other ways. The result of tiie failure was, of course, to 
leave all these improvements untouched, to the undoubted 
disadvantage of the town and of those who should come after. 
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After ihe collapse of the Bill, it was found that there were 
not Boffioient fdnds to pay the professional fees due. In 
the course of two years Mr. Mossman received JGIOO for 
his services, and in about twelve months a farther sum of 
£100 on account of Mr. Sherwood, the Parliamentary agent 
for the Bill, with instructions to ask the agent to remit the 
remainder ! The account was '' settled " in the year 1884, 
by the payment of an additional £70, but whether satis- 
fiEictorily to the Parliamentary agent we know not, Mr. 
Joseph Smith, the surveyor, however, remained unpaid for 
his services until the year 1889. 

The growth of the town in 1881 was significantly alluded 
to in a resolution passed at a vestry meeting in February of 
that year to the following effect : — *' That in consequence of 
the large and increasing population of this town, arising 
partly from the great influx of strangers from every part of 
the kingdom, it appears to this meeting that a more efficient 
police is necessary for personal protection and for the safety 
of property." A committee was therefore appointed to 
obtain information from other places as to the ''manage- 
ment of police establishments." The report of the committee 
was presented on November 28rd, 1881. The nature of 
the report presented on this occasion may be judged by the 
following extract, which we give in its entirety : — 

Your oominittee haying met from time to time> and made par- 
tictdar inqniiies into the present management of the Bradford Police^ 
in aU its several departments^ and also having derived ample 
information from Leeds, Manchester, and other large towns, as to 
their present system of police regulations, have to state their 
unanimous opinion that the existing police force in this place is as 
decidedly inferior to that of any other of the towns referred to, as it 
is every way imequal to the growing importance of the town itself. 
Your committee regret to observe that whilst the population and 
commerce of the town have rapidly increased, its moral and municipal 
discipline is on the decline ; and it is their opinion that without an 
entire reformation in the police of the town, it may become fairly 
questionable whether even property itself wiU not become deteriorated 
to a ruinous extent. Of course, your committee have made particular 
inquiries into the average expenditure of the respective departments 
connected with the administration of justice and the suppression of 
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crimen and they have but too mnch reason to apprehend the workingB 
of a Bystem of fraud on the one hand^ and negligence and extravagance 
on the other ; and your committee are folly of opinion that a more 
complete and Batisfactory plan might be adopted with little or no 
augmentation of the public burdens. 

The committee who thns Btrongly expressed their conviction 
recommended the appointment of an experienced person to 
be placed at the head of the Bradford Police^ and that a 
number of special constables be appointed to each district^ 
to be at the call of the constable (Mr. James Ward), in 
order that the force might be sufficient for the " repression 
of the irregularities and multiplied offences which are daily 
perpetrated, to the disgrace of our civic character, and to the 
mortification of all correct and proper feeling ! '' 

The report of the committee was adopted, with its recom- 
mendations, on the motion of Mr, John Hustler, seconded 
by Mr. John Blackburn. Agreeably with this result, Mr. 
Matthew Thompson waited on the magistrates, who expressed 
themselves favourable to the project, and Mr. William Brigg 
was appointed head of the police, with a salary of J6160 per 
annum ; Charles Ingham was appointed vagrant master at 
;£50, he being allowed house rent and coals, with perquisites 
arising from summonses. John Andrew was . appointed 
assistant deputy-constable without salary, he being allowed 
the fees for executing warrants and serving summonses. 

John Andrew was an officer of some influence in the 
early days of police supervision in Bradford, his native town. 
The threat to ''fetch John Andra," as he was familiarly 
called, was sufficient to quell many an incipient ''row,'' and 
the approach of his robust person and stout blackthorn 
invariably put to rapid flight any number of truant lads 
engaged at " ring-taw," or less harmless games. In trivial 
cases of assault, or summons cases arising out of neighbours' 
quarrels, John's services were invaluable. His practice was 
to soothe the offended ones, and browbeat the wrong-doers 
into making reparation, rather than to " make a case " for 
the magistrates. John served as deputy-constable, aloQg 
with William Brigg, Charles Ingham, and William Field, 
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for Bome years. Upon tha iuoorporatioii of the borough, 
" Old Jolin," being then too old for actire service, was 
appointed prooeBS-server, and, with others to asBist him, he 
held the office until bis death in 1868, at the age of seTonty- 
twoyeoni. 



In April of Uie year 1631, the meetings of the Commis- 
sioners were removed to the Exchange Buildings, and in 
November a special committee was appointed for the purpose 
of oo-operatiQg with the Burreyors in " placing the town in 
a proper state of cleanliness." At the same meeting, James 
GledMU was appointed SBsistant to James Humble, the 
Borreyor, 
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The fearfol scourge of cholera had, in 1882, become so 
oppressive that a Board of Health was formed in the town, 
in conformity with an Order in Council dated the 16ih of 
March ; and, at a vestry meeting held on April 27th, the 
sum of £800 was appropriated to the use of the Board for 
the establishment of an hospital in the town, and generally 
to aid in preventing the spread of the terrible epidemic* 

Although calling for no extended notice in the annals of 
the Commissioners, the year 1882 was, nevertheless, of 
especial note in the annals of Bradford, for in that year the 
franchise of returning two members to Parliament was 
conferred upon it by the new Beform Bill. The area of the 
Parliamentary borough comprised the townships of Brad- 
ford, Bowling, Horton, and Manningham. The candidates 
returned were Mr. E. C« Lister, of Manningham Hall, Liberal, 
and Mr. John Hardy, of Heath, near Wakefield, Tory, the 
rejected candidate being Mr. George Banks, of Leeds, also 
a Tory. The number of persons who recorded their votes 
on this occasion was 967. 

Li December, 1884, Mr. John Booth resigned his post 
as clerk, owing to increasing infirmities, he having held the 
office thirty-one years. Out of respect for his long services, 
the Commissioners voted him a donation of £80. Mr. 
George B. Mossman was appointed Mr. Booth's successor, 
and generously allowed his predecessor an annuity of £5 for 
life. The offices of collector and surveyor, lately held by 
James Humble, were divided, the former being conferred 
upon the late Thomas Haigh, accountant, with an allowance 
of 4 per cent, on the amount collected. The office of 
surveyor was given to William Bakes, with a salary of a 
guinea a- week, his whole time to be devoted to the service 
of the Commissioners. The number of watchmen for this 
year was fourteen and four supers, the wages given being 
fifteen shillings and twelve shillings a-week, with sixpence 
extra for oil. 

The Bradford Observer was established in this year 
(1884), and in its first number we find a paragraph intended 
to show the necessity of a Court House being erected in the 
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town. From it we gather that^ in the previons two years, 
two hundred and seventy felons had been apprehended in 
Bradford, of which nmnber fifty-five were transported beyond 
seas. During the same period, two hundred and ninety- 
three vagrants and two hundred and thirty-eight disorderly 
persons were apprehended. The present Court House was 
erected in 1884-5. The total cost was £6281 18s. lOd., 
of which ^63172 14s. was raised by private subscription, 
principally through the exertions of the surveyors, Messrs. 
S. Broadbent and John Ward, and Mr. E. J. Mitchell, 
merchant. The county magistrates made a grant of £8000 
towards the cost, and defrayed the cost of enclosure, namely, 
£480. The following is a copy of the bill approved at the 
vestry meeting, viz. : — 



Paid Bey. Qodfrey Wrights for land 

do. inter^rti 

James Bray> for mason work 

Jonas HiU^ for carpenter work 

Thomaa Thwaites, for plumbing and glazing... 

Charles Clayton^ for plastering 

„ W. & T. HiU^ slater work 

„ John Shodes^ ironwork 

J. W''. Anderson, painter's work 

Dnckworfch & Co., excavating 

David Maw8on> clerk of works 



99 
99 
99 
99 
99 



99 
99 
99 

,> James L. Lee> solicitor 

„ James Bichaidby, architect 

„ oiiUiCLcxes ..• •■« ... ... ... ... ... ... 
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A presentation of plate was made to the surveyors, Messrs. 
Broadbent and Ward, for their services in collecting the 
large sum of d£8000 towards defraying the cost. 

During the year 1884, complaints were freqnent as to 
the inadequacy of the supply of water to the growing wants 
of the town. The small waterworks in Westgate were not 
sufficient to supply one-third of the inhabitants, and those 
who took the water were at the caprice of an old woman, 
who pleased herself whether she turned the water on or off I 
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The consumers were entitled to one hour^s run per day, bat 
the general custom was to torn on the water for half-an-honr 
only, and that only for abont three days a-week. These 
waterworks were formed by a number of persons in 1744, 
and in 1790 an Act was obtained for enabling the proprietors 
to borrow money to extend the works. There were only ten 
shareholders in the company, and, according to a writer in 
the Observer of that date, '^ Mr. Binns, of soft-water 
notoriety, both possessed more water power and more 
readiness adequately to supply the town than the whole 
fraternity." So small was tiie capacity of the reservoir that 
many of the inhabitants received their supply for domestic 
purposes solely from water hawkers, who obtained the water 
from proprietors of artesian wells. The constant complaints 
made at last impelled the proprietors of the waterworks to 
make the statement that '' they would be glad to extend the 
concern, and wanted neither inclination nor pecuniary means 
to do it. Their only difficulty was in finding springs of 
water in the neighbourhood of sufficient strength to supply 
the town." Spinkwell and Heaton were named as the most 
probable sources. At a meeting of the waterworks pro- 
prietors, held on January 6th, 1885, it was determined to 
order a survey of the neighbourhood of Bradford for the 
purpose of ascertaining how a supply of water could be 
obtained to meet the enlarged wants of the town. 

A considerable extension of the Commissioners' district 
was also made in the year 1886, the following streets or 
portions of streets being *' declared," i.e., taken within the 
district for lighting and watching purposes : — Dodgson 
Hill, from Kirkgate to the floodgates; Wood Street, from 
the top of Ivegate to Millbank; Millbank, from the Soke 
Mills to Sun Bridge ; the Tyrrels, from Tyrrel Street to the 
stepping-stones leading to the Soke Mill ; the part of West- 
gate lying between Lumb Lane and Brick Lane ; Providence 
Street, from Westgate to Silsbridge Lane ; Silsbridge Lane, 
from the house formerly occupied by Mr. Grabtree to its 
junction with the Bradford and Thornton road, near Mr. 
Bawson's dyehouse ; Thornton Bead, from Tyrrel Street to 
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the west end of the mill belonging to Mr. Peter Laycock ; 
Great Horton Lane, from the house of the late Mr. Wood 
to the upper side of Green Lane end ; Hope Street, from 
Bowling Lane to Union Street; Nelson Street, from the 
bottom of Hope Street to Chapel Lane ; Goodman's-end, 
from the Quakers* Meeting House to the toll bar ; George 
Street; from the Woodman Inn to Boggard Lane ; High 
Street, from the Paper Hall to the end of Otley Boad ; Old 
Leeds Boad, from OUey Boad to Gamett's Mill. 

The object of these extensions of their district by the 
Commissioners was to enable them to light the principal 
approaches to the town. However desirable the object, it 
was not carried into effect without a terrible lot of grumbUng 
on the part of those having property within the ^' declared " 
districts, inasmuch as they were called upon to pay the 
watching and lighting rate. The consequence was that 
about two hundred appellants appeared before the Commis- 
sioners at the next appeal day, and a compromise was arrived 
at in the following terms, viz. : — '' That the collector shall 
not demand payment of the present rate from parties whose 
premises have not been either lighted or watched until their 
premises shall be actually lighted and watched, and then 
only of a moiety of the amount in which they are respectively 
rated; and further, that when any property shall not be 
Ughted and watched untQ after the usual period, a propor- 
tionate allowance out of the rate shall be made to the 
occupier." 

Li 1886, the Commissioners became the purchasers, from 
the Bev. Godfrey Wright, of six hundred and forty-seven 
yards of land in Swaine Street, on a 999 years' lease. 
Upon this site the *' Station House," as it was called, was 
erected, from plans prepared by Mr. Booth Illingworth. 
The first meeting held by that body in their new quarters 
was on September Ist, 1838, and from that period the 
meetings became better attended. 

At this period a strong feeling was evinced by leading 
men, both in and out of office, that the time had come 
for materially improving the thoroughfares of the town. 
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Legitimately this was the work of the vestry snnreyors, who 
hitherto had attempted little in the way of street improve- 
ments, and without their oo-operation the Commissioners 
were powerless. At the vestry meeting held in March, 1886, 
however, Mr. Samuel Broadbent and Mr. Samuel Hodgson 
were appointed surveyors, and one of their first acts was to 
purchase the strip of open space in front of the Boyal Oak 
Inn, and a strong desire existed to widen the ** strait," in 
Eirkgate. In the course of four years, the surveyors were 
enabled to report progress to this extent, that Mrs. Sugden, 
for the sum of £60, would give up the use of the frontage 
to her shop in Eirkgate, conditional on '' the privilege of 
placing her butcher's clog there being also allowed to her 
son James ! " 

A real improvement was, however, initiated by the 
surveyors in widening the bottom of Skinner Lane by the 
purchase of a portion of Mr. Henry Harris's house and 
garden for £4600. This, the most important undertaking 
which had been as yet proposed, was not accomplished 
without considerable trouble, and in spite of much opposition. 
It was proposed (among other devices for meeting the cost) 
that a lottery scheme should be originated for the purchase 
of the property ; that nine hundred tickets should be issued, 
at £5 per ticket ; and that the drawer of the prize should 
allow a strip of land ten yards wide, or whatever might be 
required for the widening of the street, to the surveyors for 
that purpose. Several persons of influence signified their 
approval of this project, and their willingness to take tickets ; 
but it was matter of doubt whether the interests of morality 
would not be compromised by such a method of effecting 
street improvements ! 

Ultimately, Messrs. William Milthorp, William Marten, 
and George Haigh, three property owners higher up the 
street, undertook to get up a subscription to purchase the 
property, and a sum of £700 was granted out of the rates 
in aid of the project, the result being that Victoria Buildings 
were erected and Cheapside was widened to its present 
dimensions. 
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In October, 1887, the vestry decided apon another 
uecessary improvement, namely, the widening of the top of 
Ivegate. The roadway was not wide enough for two carts 
to pass, and as Ivegate was then the busiest street in the 
town, danger to life was imminent. The property a£fected 
was Mr. P. Laycock's and Widow Sngden's. The former 
being about to rebuild his frontage, offered the Highway 
Surveyors a strip of forty-two yards, for dB12 per yard, or 
iS500 for the whole. The price was not regarded as exor* 
bitant, but Dr. Outhwaite proposed a sum of £260, leaving 
the remainder to be subscribed by adjoining property owners. 
The vestry, however, were generously disposed, and passed 
a resolution agreeing to give the full sum. Seeing that only 
twenty persons were present, several of whom were property 
owners and occupiers in Ivegate, there is little room for 
doubt that they were influenced, to some extent, by that 
charity which begins at home ! 

The death of William the Fourth, and the consequent 
accession of Queen Victoria, in June, 1887, followed in 
July by a general election, were occurrences of national 
importance. The year, however, was also eventful for the 
unfortunate local incidents which occurred. During the 
year great distress prevailed in the town, owing to the 
depression of trade, which was not only local but general. 
As a means of employment to the large number of able- 
bodied men about the streets, the course of the Bradford 
beck — which was then an acknowledged nuisance — ^was 
cleaned out for some distance, the men working in relays of 
six hours each, for which they received one shilling per man. 
A subscription, which realised JB1500, was entered into for 
the relief of the distress, and relief committees were formed 
for the distribution of flour, oatmeal, and other provisions. 
From a summarised report presented at the time it appeared 
that there were about seven hundred families whose weekly 
earnings did not amount to two shillings per head per week. 

In February of this year, the Bradford Union (which 
included all the townships in the parish except Haworth), 
and the several townships of Drighlington, Gleckheaton, 



BI8T0BI0AL NOTBB. 77 

Htmsworihy Tong, Calyerley-onm-FarsIeyy Bolton, Idle, and 
PadBejy was formed. So repugnant were the working classes 
to the town's funds being administered mider the New Poor 
Law, that its introduction gave rise to one of the most 
serious local outbreaks which at any time disturbed this 
neighbourhood. 

In November, the Guardians met at the Court House 
to administer the new law, assisted by Mr, Power, an 
Assistant Poor-law Commissioner. Considerable dissatis- 
faction was e^Epressed by the few hundreds of persons who 
also attended, and the commissioner was roughly handled 
on his way back to his hotel. Another meeting was to 
haye been held on the 18th, but was adjourned until the 
20th. In the meantime, the assistant-commissioner, relying 
upon the report of the local magistrates as to the state 
of the town, communicated with the Poor-law Board in 
London, the result being that the commanding-ofScer at 
Leeds received orders to send a company of soldiers to 
Bradford. Accordingly, about forty of the 15th Hussars, 
under the command of Captain Murray and Lieutenant 
Pilgrim, came into Bradford, and their appearance in the 
usually peaceful place naturally frightened the town from its 
propriety. At ten o'clock in the morning, the Guardians 
met and proceeded to business. As the hour of twelve 
arrived, the crowd around the Court House increased rapidly, 
amounting to five or six thousand persons. All the doors 
leading to the Court House were barred. A few stones 
were then thrown at the windows, and the pressure gaining 
strength, one of the magistrates went to the Talbot for the 
soldiers ; the troop was formed in Darley Street, and, with 
Mr. Paley at its head, proceeded at a hand-gallop to the 
scene of action. At about the same time, stones began to 
fly thickly, and the Biot Act was read. This did not avail, 
and Mr. Paley ordered the military to clear the Court House 
yard. The populace now became irritated, and began to assail 
the troops witti stones, of which there was a plentiful supply, 
fresh material having recently been laid in the new Leeds 
Road. Several of the soldiers had their heads split open, 
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and the poor fellows presented a dismal appearance. The 
rioters, however, fled before the charges of the soldiery, 
and rallied as the latter retreated. At length, a large body 
of people made their way to the back of the Court House, 
and began industriously to smash the windows. On learning 
this, the soldiers leaped their horses over the low wall of the 
field adjoining the Leeds Bead, and quickly dispersed them. 
While the soldiers were refreshing themselves nearly every 
pane of glass in the place was broken to pieces. Upon their 
return, the soldiers were ordered to charge, and at length 
were obliged to fire in self-defence. Happily, no lives were 
lost, though several persons were injured. About seven 
o'clock in the evening, a detachment of soldiers arrived fi*om 
Leeds, fifty-six in number, and their appearance and the 
rain, which descended pretty briskly, tended to cool the 
courage of the rioters, and by ten o'clock the streets were 
tolerably clear. Eight persons were afterwards committed 
to York Castle for this outbreak. 

In December of the same year (1887) occurred what was 
described at the time as the greatest and most disastrous 
flood which had ever occurred in Bradford. In many parts 
of the streets the water was six feet deep, resulting in great 
loss of property and the drowning of four persons. Bain 
had fallen continuously for two days previously; but on 
the day of the flood an unintermittent torrent came down 
the Bowling and Thornton becks, which both became 
choked on reaching the town. The water was first 
obstructed in its course by the buildings erected over its 
channel between the two points of Hustler & Blackburn's 
warehouse, at the one end of Market Street, and the 
buildings which had been erected over one-half of the brook, 
near the Church Bridge, at the other end. The obstructions 
occasioned back-water, and Bowling brook, on the north 
side of the Hall Ings, was the first that overflowed. This 
overflow occurred at about half-past one. The overflowing 
of other two brooks speedily followed, and entering the 
streets at three difierent points, namely, the Hall Ings, the 
end of Union Street by way of Chapel Lane and along 
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Fonndry Lane^ where it was met by the flood coming from 
Thornton Boad by way of Tyrrel Sloreet and Snn Bridge, the 
water soon covered the whole space in front of the Bowling 
Green and the Snn Inn, and extended over Gnckoo Bridge 
beyond the end of the Hall Ings, on the one hand, whilst 
on the other it reached tp Hustlergate, at the bottom of 
Ivegate, filling eyery cellar, warehonse, and yard with water. 
The flood thus united soon covered all the vacant gromid on 
the north and soath side of Hall Ings, and reached the 
Junction Inn, in the Leeds Boad. Here again it was met 
by an overflow of the Bowling brook, from Brook Street and 
George Street, which, running down the Leeds Boad, united 
itself with the mass of waters, and inundated the whole of 
the lower part of the town, from the bottom of Church 
Bank, along Well Street, over Church Bridge, up Eirkgate 
nearly as far as the end of Cheapside, laying the whole of 
New Street, Broadstones, and the Canal Boad under water 
to a depth of from one foot to six feet, according to the 
situation of the locality. 

Several persons attempted to cross the surging stream 
on horseback and in carts, but its depth obliged them to 
relinquish the attempt. Li one instance, both horse and 
rider were overturned ; the man was rescued, but the horse 
was drowned. A young woman sought reftige in Mr. Sam 
Cousen's shop, at the bottom of Eirkgate ; but it proved no 
refuge, as the shop soon filled to the depth of five feet, and 
she was immersed to the chin. Mr. Cousen was also in the 
shop, and by means of assistance, but with great difficulty, 
smashed out the window of the shop, and thus allowed a 
portion of the water to escape. Four persons, however, lost 
their lives during the flood. Thomas Eeeton, ostler at the 
Sun Lin, in attempting to recover some floating casks in 
Union Street, was carried away by the stream and drowned. 
A woman named Susannah Lightowler, from Wibsey, in 
attempting to cross Thornton Boad, was also washed away, 
neither of the bodies being recotered until next day. A 
child belonging to a man named Taylor was with its mother 
in a cellar-dwelling in Dunkirk Street, when the place was 
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filled to the depth of many feet. The mother was rescned, 
bnt the child was drowned. Another child, the daughter of 
a trayelling beggar, was also drowned, and there were many 
narrow escapes from death. 

The frequent recnrrence of floods like this brought forth 
a suggestion to the efifect that all the houses in the lower 
parts of the town should be underlaid with cork, so that 
they would rise and float upon the water, like a bridge of 
boats ! The proposal for a main trunk drain was only feebly 
hinted at. 

Towards the latter end of the year 1887, the town was 
almost startled out of its propriety by the projection of 
three rival schemes for supplying water — one by Mr. R. A. 
Peacocke, another by Mr. William Billington, and a third 
by Mr. J. Gamett Horsfall. 

Mr. Billington proposed to obtain his supply from the 
river Aire, above the weir at Dixon Mill (now Saltaire), 
Shipley, which was said to be perfectly free from contami- 
nation, and therefore suitable for the purpose ! The water 
would flow from this weir into a reservoir, from which it 
would be pumped into a larger reservoir, capacious enough 
to supply the town for three months. From this reservoir 
it would be pumped through a cast-iron main into another 
reservoir, situated upon the higher side of Bingley road, 
at an elevation that would command the highest houses in 
Bradford. The estimate thus provided for was 780,000 
gallons, or ten gallons per day to each individual, reckoning 
the population at 70,000. The gross outlay was put down 
at £17,000. 

Mr. Peacocke's scheme proposed to supply the town 
from the streams of Clayton, Allerton, and Thornton, 
collecting the water in a reservoir situated in ''a place 
admirably formed by nature for the purpose,'' and then 
conveying it to a water-house at Whetley Hill. The supply 
thus obtained, he calculated, would supply dwellings up to 
an elevation equal with Bowling Iron Works. He also 
proposed two compensation reservoirs for the supply of the 
mills. The estimated cost of this scheme, exclusive of 
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service pipes and compensation to the existing Waterworks 
Company, he put down at dSll,000. The working expenses 
were estimated at £200 per annum. 

Mr. J. G. Horsfall proposed to secnre about twenty acres 
of land for a reservoir a little above New Mill Dam, to 
contain 62,000,000 gallons, and a smaller compensation 
reservoir above Sam's Mill. He relied entirely upon the 
spare water flowing down the Thornton valley, with the 
occasional flood-water which at times flowed through the 
town, stated to be equal to 192,000,000 gallons in the 
twenty-four hours, a quantity sufiScient to supply the town 
for a year and a-half. The water thus obtained would 
supply all houses on a level with the Bull's Head Inn, 
Westgate ; but the scheme was capable of extension. The 
outlay, inclusive of service pipes and compensation, would 
be about ^£15,000, and the cost of working £200 per 
annum. Mr. Horsfall estimated an annual revenue of £350, 
being a profit of £160 per annum. 

A Mr. Hillam also submitted a scheme for supplying the 
town by boring for water, but, as it was pointed out that this 
process would probably deprive half the mills in Bradford of 
their supply, no encouragement was given to it. 

The whole of these schemes were submitted to a town's 
meeting, convened by the constables and presided over by 
Mr. Matthew Thompson; and a committee, comprising many 
of the most influential gentlemen of the town, was appointed 
to inquire into them. As a result of the investigations of 
this committee, a Joint Stock Waterworks Company was 
formed in April, 1839, with a capital of £40,000, in £20 
shares, the secretary being Mr. G. R. Mossman. The 
plans of Mr. Leather, engineer, of Leeds, were adopted, his 
proposal being to bring water from Manywells, or Emanuel's 
Height, Wilsden, conveying it to reservoirs at Chellow Dean 
and Whetley Hill. The Bill constituting the company was 
presented to Parliament in the session of 1839, but collapsed 
upon a technical point. The old Waterworks Company also 
went to Parliament for powers to extend their scheme. 
Notices were issued in November, 1889, for a renewed 
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application to Parliament for carrying ont the Manywells 
and Ghellow Dean scheme ; bat^ owing to the severe depres- 
sion in trade, the application was not proceeded with mitil 
the session of 1842, when it was successful. An arrangement 
was also made with the old Waterworks Company, by 
which the interest in their works was transferred to the new 
proprietary, which took the name of the Bradford Water? 
works Company, having a capital of £88,600. 

In February, 1889, a scheme for providing a line of 
railway to Leeds by way of the Valley of the Aire was 
launched, the estimated cost being £400,000, exclusive of 
stations and working plant. The engineer was Mr. George 
Stephenson, and strange to say, the whole of the directorate, 
excepting Mr. J. G. Horsfall, belonged to Leeds. The 
following significant paragraph appeared in the Observer for 
April 4th, 1839:— "Leeds and Bradford Railway.— The 
shares in this undertaking are being taken up in almost 
every town — save Bradford ! There now remains no doubt 
of its ultimate completion." There were several other schemes 
for supplying the town with railway accommodation, the first 
attaining success being the Leeds and Bradford (Valley) 
line, which was opened on June 80th, 1846, amid rejoicings 
commensurate with the importance of the occasion. 

During February, 1839, the beginning of the Chartist 
movement, so far as it related to Bradford, took place. 
Large meetings, addressed by Fergus O'Connor, and other 
well-known Chartists, were held, but no breach of the peace 
occurred. The Poor Law agitation was yet rife, and an 
attempt was made to prove that the expense of the working 
of the new Poor Law was much greater than under the old 
system, and that the consideration for the poor was less. 
Add to the above sources of disquietude the fact that a 
large amount of distress prevailed owing to absence of work, 
and it will be seen that the year 1839 was far from being 
a happy one in Bradford. So great was the fear of rioting 
towards the end of the year that special constables were 
sworn in, and temporary barracks were fitted up in Swaine 
Street and Leeds Boad for infantry soldiei-s. 
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Dnrisg the year some attempts at pnbUc improvement 
were made mider decidedly mifayomrable circumstances. 
The end of Market Street, at its junction with Eirkgate, was 
awkwardly narrow ; but before the snrveyors could vote any 
money for improvements in this or other parts of the town, 
they must obtain the consent of a vestry convened for the 
purpose. In accord with the limited notions of the period, 
it was proposed to take eleven square yards only from the 
frontage of Mr. John Wilcock, tinner, the price asked for which 
being the modest sum of £800, afterwards reduced to £280, 
and this sum was voted. At this meeting the first note 
was struck of the movement for obtaining a Charter of 
Incorporation, but many discordant sounds were heard in 
the interval before the borough became incorporated. 

Meanwhile the progress of Bradford commercially may 
be noted. The number of worsted mills in 1841 was 
sixty-seven, the number of mill occupiers 109, the amount 
of horse-power 2058, and the total number of artisans 
employed 10,410. At the close of 1841, the population 
of the borough amounted to 66,718 persons— an increase 
of 28,000 in the ten years preceding, and five times the 
number of the population in 1801. Unfortunately, the 
year 1841 was an unprosperous period in the history of the 
staple trade, owing to the American panic, which afifected 
the stuff market considerably. 

This depression was considerably intensified during the 
next year, 1842, and the privations of workpeople were 
increased by the alarming Chartist riots, plug-drawing, and 
the like, of which Bradford was the scene. The history of 
this period is one of the darkest chapters in the industrial 
life of Bradford, but we cannot do more than briefly allude to 
it. From 1889 to 1842, the receipts from the rates increased 
from £15,666 to £26,080 per year, or 66 per cent. The 
gross payments for the same time increased from £19,487 
to £82,591, or 68 per cent. 

Energetic steps were taken by the Commissioners, in the 
December of this year, to enforce smoke consumption, and 
notices were served upon sixty firms, requiring them to 
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* 
oonstrnct the respective fire-places and chimneys of their 

steam-engines in such manner as to effectually destroy, the 

smoke arising therefrom. The law clerk was also instracted 

to take legal proceedings against all who would not put 

in apparatus. An inspector was appointed, at twenty-six 

shillings per week, to look out for defaulters. Mr. Edward 

Billingsley, of Bradford Moor, having invented an apparatus, 

offered it free to any one choosing to adopt it. 

The growing importance of the town had become so 

decided in the year 1848, that it was deemed expedient to 

elect a body of thirteen ratepayers to act as surveyors, in 

place of two, who had been hitherto found sufficient to 

represent the ratepayers, in conjunction with that important 

body the Commissioners. By the provisions of the Highway 

Act of 1885, towns and places having a population of 6000 

and upwards might elect a Board of Surveyors instead of 

individual surveyors, such Board to consist of not more than 

twenty nor less than five persons. Taking advantage of this 

clause, the ratepayers, at a vestry meeting held March 24th, 

1848, Mr. E. H. Parratt, chairman, arrived at a decision 

which is best expressed in the following resolution, viz. : — 

That, oonsidering the importance of the township of Bradfordj 
the amount of its population, and the extent of its highways, it is 
inexpedient and improper that the responsibility of the management 
of the highways should continue to be placed in the hands of two 
individuals. It U therefore re8oU>ed — ^That, under and by virtue of the 
Act 5th and 6th William IV., c, 50, entitled " An Act to consolidate 
and amend the laws relating to highways in that part of Great Britain 
caUed England," a Board be now formed for the superintendence of 
the highways of the township of Bradford^ and that such Board consist 
of thirteen householders residing in and assessed to the poor of the 
township, and that such Board shall be called " The Board for the 
repair of the highways of the township of Bradford." 

It was also resolved : — 

That the following gentlemen being eligible be now elected as 
the Board of Highway Surveyors for the year ending March 25th, 
1844, viz. : — 

Samuel Broadbent, vitriol manufacturer. Canal Side ; 
Edward Billingsley, spinner, Bradford Moor ; 
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Joseph Farrar J hatter , Kirlcgate ; 

Bichard Gamett> spinner^ High Street ; 

Joeeph Greenough, spinner, Westgate ; 

John Hill, maltster, Westgate ; 

William Hodgson, mason, Northbrook Place ; 

Henry Leah, ironmaster, Korth Parade ; 

Joshna Lupton, woolstapler. Manor Kow ; 

William Metcalfe, architect. Market Street ; 

Edward Hawksworth Parratt, ironmonger, Broadstones ; 

Henry Bead, tinner. Market Street ; 

Sqnire Sharp, spinner, Thornton Boad. 

The first meeting of the new Board 'of Sorveyors was 
held at the Station House on March 27th, 1848, when Mr. 
Henry Leah was appointed chairman ; Mr. Bichard Gamett, 
vice-chairman; Mr. Samuel Laycock, treasurer; and Mr. 
Joseph Farrar, clerk pro tern. The town was divided into 
six districts, each having two members of the Board as 
responsible surveyors. Mr. William Clough was appointed 
clerk to the Board at a salary of £25 per annum, and Mr. 
John Oill assistant-surveyor, at twenty-four shillings per 
week wages. 

From this period each governing body pursued the ** even 
tenour of its way" almost regardless of the other, although 
both doubtless acted in the interest of the town. Although 
the Observer had now been established ten years, reporters 
were regarded as intruders upon the privacy of either the 
Commissioners' or the Surveyors' meetings ; but the gracious 
privilege was accorded the staff of that journal of perusing 
the minutes afterwards. Both bodies levied separate rates, 
and while some defaulters were excused payment, others 
were ''warned" by Abraham Bentley, the bellman. The 
books of the Highway Surveyors were excellently kept by 
Mr. Clough — a gentleman whose mastery of details and 
accounts was quite exceptional. 

In Febrnary, 1844, Mr. G. B. Mossman voluntarily 
resigned his office as law clerk to the Commissioners, when 
Mr. Jo. Thompson and Mr. William Weir, solicitors, were 
candidates for the office. Mr. Weir received the appoint- 
ment at the former salary, namely, £25 per annum and fees 
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for prosecutions, &c. In October, 1845, the unexpected 
decease of Mr. Weir again left the Commissioners without 
law clerk, when Mr. Johnson Atkinson Busfeild was elected, 
and that gentleman retained the office until the Board of 
Commissioners was superseded by the Corporation. 

Mr. Thomas Haigh also resigned his office of collector 
in December, 1844, on account of his other engagements, 
and Mr. William Clough, collector to the surveyors, was 
elected to the office at a remuneration of 2 per cent, upon 
the first half of the rate and 4 per cent, upon the remainder. 
Mr. Clough continued to act as collector to both bodies until 
the Charter of Incorporation was granted, when he received 
the appointment of accountant and collector to the Corpo- 
ration, in which twofold capacity he acted without the 
possibility of reproach. Mr. Clough's aptitude for detail 
was only equalled by his thorough rectitude and industry, 
and probably no man of his time possessed a larger measure 
of public confidence. Mr. Clough was a native of Bradford, 
aud was formerly a schoolmaster, his ''academy'* being at 
Stott Hill. In filling up the vacancy caused by his death 
in June, 1858, the Council decided to separate the two 
offices of rate collector and accountant, allowing for the latter 
a salary of £800 per annum. For the office of collector, it 
was decided to continue the custom of paying a fixed salary 
of £350 per annum, with 2^ per cent, upon the last fourth 
of the rate collected, each official to find his own clerks. 
Mr. J. T. Newboult, who had had a long acquaintance with 
the duties under Mr. Clough, was appointed to the office of 
collector, and Mr. Heniy Ibbotson to that of accountant. 

From an abstract of the accounts of the Commissioners 
for the year ending June, 1844, we find the receipts of that 
body from rates to have been £2888, and from sundries 
£26, making a total of £2914. The expenditure included 
on gas account the sum of £1091; for watchmen's services^ 
£890; for scavenging, £165; surveyor's salary and rate 
collecting, £200 ; smoke inspector, £45 ; and sundries. 

Considerable sums were also being expended by the 
Surveyors in the laying down of causeways. We find the 
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sam of £110 granted for the laying down of a causeway in 
North Parade, and another sum of £150 for the purpose of 
continuing the causeway near the old coal staithe at the end 
of Hall Ings along Well Street. The sum of £150 was also 
granted for the making of a drain in Thornton Road, which 
was to be three feet high and two feet wide, and to be carried 
as far along Thornton Road as the sum granted would allow 
of. The estimate accepted for making this drain amounted 
to five shillings and fourpence per lineal yard. A special 
meeting of the Surveyors was also summoned to consider the 
propriety of undertaking the repair of all the causeways in 
the town at the expense of the ratepayers. Professional 
servicer, however, were economically dispensed with at this 
period, Mr. William Metcalfe, a member of the Board, 
having undertaken to make the necessary levels and surveys 
of the works in progress. 

During the year, Manchester Road, from the toll bar to 
the Lister's Arms ; Little Horton Lane, from' Rand's Mill 
to Mr. Hailstone's entrance gates ; Great Horton Lane, from 
the previous limits to the toll bar ; Thornton Road, to the 
boundary of the township ; Eccleshill Road, from the Wharf 
Inn to the toll bar; and Otley Road, from the Cock and 
Bottle Inn to the junction with North Wing, were respectively 
declared to be pubUc highways within the jurisdiction of the 
Commissioners, to be lighted, watched, and improved under 
the powers of the Act. 

In March, 1844, the surveyors, through their clerk, Mr. 
William Clough, offered some valuable hints as to the 
working of the General Highway Act, in a communication 
to the Commissioners then inquiring into the sanitary con- 
dition of populous towns. Locally, this communication is 
of especial value, containing, as it does, much information 
as to the existing state of town's affairs in the Bradford of 
that period. One of the defective clauses of the existing 
Act pointed out by Mr. Clough was that by which the whole 
Board were bound to retire annually, thus leaving it to the 
caprice of a vestry meeting whether or not an entirely fresh 
set of surveyors might be put in their places. He recom- 
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mended that only a third of the Board should retire, and 
that they shonld be elected by the burgesses generally, and 
not by a vestry meeting. The local difficulties created by 
the existence in the same town of two separate governing 
bodies, irresponsible to each other and having jurisdiction 
over the same area, were also effectively pointed out. 
According to the Act by which the Lighting and Watching 
Commissioners were appointed, that body had power over 
the causeways and footpaths in such streets only as were 
declared to be within the limits of the Act. The effect of this 
arrangement was that while some of the causeways and foot- 
paths were under the control of the Commissioners, others 
were under the Board of Surveyors, and from a want of 
proper documents it was often uncertain as to which of the 
two bodies certain parts of the causeways belonged. One 
consequence of this divided authority was that encroachments 
were frequently made upon the causeways, a notion prevailing 
that the latter were the private property of the owners of 
the adjoining houses. The difficulty, sometimes almost 
insurmountable, of effecting the widening of the cartways, 
rounding the comers of causeways, or otherwise improving 
them, was frequently increased by the awkwardness of 
adjoining property owners, who at times drove off the 
Board's workmen, and defied the Board. 

The state of the Bradford Canal was also alluded to by 
the Surveyors in the following paragraph, which may be 
given entire, as showing the composition of the noxious 
compound which, at that time, floated up to the very bottom 
of Kirkgate : — 

The Bradford Canal is supplied with water from the beck^ which 
for a short distance rons parallel to it. The bed of the beck is lower 
than the bed of the canal. Hence floodgates or stop-gates are put 
down in the beok^ which prevent the escape of the water tiU it rises 
to a certain levels in order that the canal may have a supply of water^ 
which is conveyed through a sluice for this purpose. The drains of 
the town are emptied into this watercourse^ and principally above the 
floodgates. Besides^ on the sides of the stream there are a great many 
factories of various kinds of manufacture^ &c., the soil, refuse^ and 
filth of which f aU into the beck. In sunmier time the water is low. 
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and all this filth aGctunnlates for weeks^ or months, above the flood- 
gates, and emits a most offensiye smell. This noxious compound is 
conyeyed through the sluice into the canal, when it undergoes a 
process which renders it still more offensive. For the miUowners 
below the floodgates, having a deficiency of water, contract with the 
proprietors of the canal for a supply of water for their boilers. The 
water is conveyed for this purpose in pipes to the boilers, and, after 
being used for the generation of steam, is conveyed back again into 
the canal, so that the waters of the canal are scarcely ever cool in 
summer, and constantly emit the most offensive gases. 

There need be litUe wonder that such a seething mass 
occasionally ''took fire/' and such was actually the case. 
Nor could it be doubted that the public health suffered in 
consequence of the noisome effluvia giyen off. 

The Bradford Beck, in addition to its filthy condition, 
as described in the above paragraph, was also most liable 
to swells in the case of heavy rains, and many were the 
serious inundations which followed. These disastrous occur- 
rences were liable to become even more firequent, owing to 
the encroachments made upon the bed of the beck by the 
owners of property on either side. On the occasion of a 
transfer of such property, these parties measured and sold 
off half of the bed of the stream, and the purchaser naturally 
thought ho had a right to appropriate what he had bought. 
Hence buHdings were erected either in or over the beck, 
thus straitening the watercourse and materially increasing 
the liability to floods. The surveyors, upon one occasion, 
took action with the view of removing a deposit which had 
accumulated under one of the bridges, but they were advised 
that they had no power to interfere. 

Several well-known nuisances also existed in various 
parts of the town ; but, as they were upon private property, 
the Board were again powerless. One of these was upon 
the site of the present Exchange, and consisted of deposits 
of offal and refuse from the ash-places of the neighbourhood. 
A huge reservoir of filth, the depository of street sweepings 
and sludge of all kinds, also existed at Cuckoo Bridge, now 
the site of Luccock, Lupton & Go.'s warehouse, in Bridge 
Street. 
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There were no regnlations for house drainage or street 
sewering, nor any regulations for the building of houses. 
The streets, courts, and alleys were generally laid out without 
regard to the proper incilination for the discharge of surface 
water. The majority of the streets were uneven and 
unpaved, and there were many stagnant pools contiguous to 
the houses. Neither were there proper regulations for the 
cleansing of ashpits, many of which were standing nuisances. 
The houses of the lower class were often unproyided with 
places for depositing ashes and refuse, and the inmates 
" temmed " their refuse out in front of the dwellings. In 
some places these accumulations reached higher than the 
windows admitting light to the houses. Cottages were 
generally built back to back, this being considered an 
economical plan, and many of the courts in which such 
houses were built were closed at one end, the only approach 
from the main street being by means of a passage or arched 
cartway. Cellar dwellings were numerous, and were in the 
majority of cases inefficiently lighted, drained, and ventilated. 
Frequently «even or eight persons resided in a house with 
two rooms, one of which was used as a workshop, especially 
by the woolcombers. .The atmosphere in these places was 
most offensive, and there was no arrangement for ventilation. 

It was no serious reflection upon the Surveyors, who 
declared the powers conferred upon them to be totally 
inadequate to remedy the above condition of affairs, that 
one of the Health of Towns Commissioners should, as the 
result of his investigation, declare Bradford to be the 
'' dirtiest, filthiest, and worst regulated town in the kingdom." 

The agitation for an application to the Privy Council, 
praying that body to grant a Charter of Incorporation to 
Bradford, had already assumed some proportions,' and for 
two years after the visit of the Health of Towns Commis- 
sioners it continued an absorbing topic. During that period, 
and for some time afterwards, the Lighting and Watching 
Commissioners and the Board of Surveyors remained in 
power. It is unnecessary, however, to refer more minutely 
to their operations during the interval. 
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Before passing forward to consider the period inaugurated 
under the Corporation, we may conclade this section of 
'' Historical Notes *' by adding as complete a list as possible 
of those gentlemen who held o£5ce as Commissioners, 
excepting, however, the names of those abeady given in 
the abstract from the Act of 1808. We may state that 
eight gentlemen are now Uving whose names wiU be foond 
in the list, viz. : — Messrs. George Oxley, elected in 1838 ; 
William Byles, H. W. Crossley, and William Peel, elected 
in 1848 ; Charles Walker, elected in 1844 ; J. Y. Godwin, 
William Fison, and John Glover, elected in 1846. 



COMMISfilONEBS UNDBB THE ACT OF 1806. 



Elected 1804 to 1812 : 

Dr. MoBsman. 
Timothy Maud. 
FranciB Simes. 
Matthew Thompeon. 
Nathaniel Murgatroyd. 

Elected April, 1813 : 
John Hardy. 
Charles Harris. 
Benjamin Thompson. 
Greenwood Bentley. 
Rev. Charles Hardy. 
William Wood. 
John Wood, junior. 
John Anderton. 
George Anderton. 
James Stead. 
William Chapman. 
William Sharp, M.D. 
Matthias VHiitehead. 
James MarshaU. 
Joshua Mann. 
Henry Leah. 
Thomas HoUings. 

November, 1824 : 

John Ness Blakey. 
William Maud. 
John 



August, 1825 : 

Thomas Fearnley. 

September, 1826 : 

John Outhwaite, M.D. 
Thomas Bishworth, junior. 
George Haigh. 
Bichard Thornton. 
Thomas Crosley. 
James Bilton. 
Joseph Walker. 
John Bilton. 
James Firth. 
Daniel Salt. 
John Lee. 

October, 1825 : 

Thomas Milthorp. 
John Barradough. 
Joshua Stead. 

December, 1825 : 
John Blackburn. 
John Stead. 

June, 1826 : 

William F. Hoyland. 
James Ellis. 

September, 1826 : 

Thomas Beaumont. 
John Aked. 
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October, 1826 : 

C^rge Bobeit Mossman. 

February, 1827 : 

Joseph Smith (Tyrrels). 
Benjamin WUliamaon. 

March, 1827 : 
E. W. Eiley. 

November, 1827 : 
John Bottomley. 

December, 1827 : 

Jonathan A. niingworth. 
Joseph Smith, land agent. 

February, 1828 : 
Jonas Milnes. 

August, 1829 : 

Timothy Horsfall. 

KoYember, 1829 : 
Samuel Laycock. 

August, 1830 : 

Joshua Lupton. 

October, 1830 : 

David Wiloock. 
William Murgatroyd. 
C. T. Turner. 
William Hardcastle. 

February, 1881 : 

John G. Horsfall. 

September, 1834 : 

Thomas Buck. 
Isaac Fatchett. 
Thomas Thwaites. 
Bobert Milligan. 
John Hill. 
Henry Forbes. 
James Bennie. 
Samuel Selby. 
William Marten. 



November, 1834 ; 

Bichard Tolson. 
W. C. Haigh. 
George Willett. 
William Macturk, M.D. 

December, 1834 : 

John Fearnsides. 
Thomas Holmes. 
John Bouse. 
John Lee, junior. 
William Cheesebrough. 
William Wells. 

July, 1835 : 

William Band. 
Chiistopher Waud. 
John Allott. 

March, 1838 : 

George Oxley. 
John Band. 
John Atkinson. 

June, 1839 : 

Bichard Gamett. 
Swithin Anderton. 

January, 1841 : 

Samuel Broadbent. 
William Walker. 
Francis Bouse. 

November, 1843 : 

George Alderson. 
Henry Brown. 
William Byles. 
H. W. Crossley. 
John Douglas. 
Joseph Farrar. 
Peter Kenyon Holden. 
lliomas Hill (maltster). 
William Metcalfe. 
E. J. MitcheU. 
E. H. Farratt. 
William Pilling. 
Charles Tetley. 
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Jolm Woodhead. 

Jas. Wade (late innkeeper). 

Thomas WOlett. 

December^ 1843 : 

Isaac Wright. 
William Peel. 

February, 1844 : 
Charles Walker. 

August, 1844 : 

John Bamsden. 

January, 1846 : 
John Dale. 



March, 1846 : 

James Eeighley. 

May, 1846 : 

Edward Waud. 
William Glover. 

August, 1846 : 

John V. Gt)dwin. 
James Leeming. 
William Fison. 

September, 1846 : 
John Glover. 

September, 1847 : 
Henry Bead. 
Joshua Brigg. 



BRADFORD UNDER THE CORPORATION. 

The records of town's affairs preyionsly given extended 
in point of date to the year 1844^ at which period the Board 
of Commissioners and the Highway Surveyors were struggling 
with an accnmnlating weight of responsibility which they felt 
themselves altogether inadequate to sustain. In continuing 
the narrative and gathering up the historic crumbs which form 
material for a resume of the transactions of the Bradford 
Corporation, we propose to enter into greater detail, inasmuch 
as no continuous record exists of the doings of that body. 
Between the period already treated of, however, and the era 
of the Corporation, an interval of several years occurred, to 
which'we must revert. It was an interval during which the 
initiatory stages leading up to the granting of a Charter of 
Incorporation to the town were reached and passed, although 
not without the prevalence of much party feeling. Into the 
imbroglio created by the pro-Corporation party and their 
opponents we have no intention to enter beyond referring in 
general terms to the main issue thus raised. Less than that 
would amount to an abnegation of duty. The obtaining of 
the necessary Charter was the result of much persistent 
effort on the part of those who regarded the acquisition of 
such an instrument as of paramount importance if the future 
welfare of the town was to be considered. The Conservatives 
generally opposed it, fearful that the principle of popular 
government, as illustrated in the working of a municipality, 
might tend to diminish their influence as a party holding 
opposite opinions. The period of contention was of long 
duration, but, with few exceptions, it may be stated that tHe 
leading movers of the anti-Corporation party cheerfully added 
the weight of their influence in promoting the well-being of 
the town immediately a Corporation was formed. 

The necessity for some measure calculated to meet the 
urgent requirements of the expanding town was acknowledged 
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alike by friends and opponents of incorporation. The 
population in the four townships comprising the boroogh 
had increased to nearly 70,000 seals, and the assessable 
value to J£154,000. One serious defect of the Act of the 
Board of Commissioners was that it referred only to the 
township of Bradford and part of the hamlet of Little 
Horton~-the townships of Bowling, Manningham, and a 
considerable portion of Horton, with a population of upwards 
of 80,000 persons, being destitute of any local government 
whatever, not even possessing the advantage of being lighted 
and watched. *' Besides, the Commissioners under the Act 
were a self-elected and irresponsible body, and the majority 
of them scarcely ever took part in its administration. The 
police force was ridiculously small in proportion to the 
number of inhabitants; but there were at the time some 
amateur constables, and many willing to assist, so that the 
force was, for its numbers, an effective one. The head- 
constable of Bradford, who performed the duties of a kind 
of borough reeve, was, in reality, appointed annually by the 
Court Leet of the Manor. The constables for the other 
townships were chosen in like manner. The head-constable 
convened and presided, by courtesy, at public meetings, and 
was considered the chief of the town, but he had no legal 
control over the day or night police " ^ James J. 

The election of a Board of Surveyors in place of the two 
annually elected by the vestry, which took place in March, 
1848, was a step in the direction of a better condition of 
affairs ; but it was limited in its influence by the restricted 
and conflicting powers existing. Not content with this step, 
however, several of the surveyors, and among them the 
late Alderman Joseph Farrar, desired to infuse increased 
animation into the principal executive of the town, the Board 
of Commissioners, with the result that several members of 
the Board of Surveyors, and others, were elected upon the 
Board of Commissioners. Into the deliberations of that 
august assembly Mr. Farrar and his friends carried their 
reforming notions, and many high words were the result ; but 
the reformers carried all their measures. The infusion of 
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new blood also led to many attempts at improvement, and 
a considerable extension of the limits over which the powers 
of the Act should extend was mooted ; bat so cnrioas were 
those powers that di£5culties were met with at every tnm. 
For instance, the jurisdiction of the Act could not be applied 
in any street except there was a continuous causeway, and 
at that time many streets had not a continuous causeway. 
Houses were erected to suit the convenience of the purchaser 
of the landj the consequence being that where a house was 
built a few flags were laid down in front, while the next 
plot was vacant — ^no house, no causeway ! In attempting to 
discharge their functions, as laid down by Act of Parliament, 
the Commissioners had first to decide the question — ^What 
was the town of Bradford ? Certain premises in Mill Street 
were held not Uable to be rated because they could be reached 
by a road along the canal side, which was private property ; 
and having no causeway they could not be lighted, and so 
could not be brought within the operation of the Act. These 
premises were, therefore — out of the town ! Such were some 
of the anomalies which existed in connection with the two 
bodies whose history has been previously treated of. 

The initiatory steps which led to a direct application for 
a Charter of Incorporation were taken at a meeting held in 
the Athemeum of the Mechanics' Institute, in December of 
the year 1848, immediately after the defeat of the local 
Commissioners in their attempt to obtain a Police and 
Improvement Act. At that meeting it was resolved that an 
application to the Privy Council for a Charter was the 
only possible means of securing the improved municipal 
regulations which the inhabitants generally wished for. 
Mr. John Dale was appointed treasm'er, and Messrs. W. 
Hudson and J. A. Cooper, solicitors, were elected joint 
secretaries of the committee. Mr. William Clough, whose 
services in getting up facts and statistics had before-time 
proved of great value, was also employed in a work in which 
he especially excelled. The canvass for subscriptions and 
names to a petition intended to be presented went on very 
successfully for some time, but by and bye the funds fell so 

H 
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far short that the treasnrer was nearly £100 ont of pocket ! 
Another meeting was then called, and a report of progress so 
favourable was made that the gentlemen of the town entered 
into a guarantee fund, which ultimately reached JC2000. 

Whilst this was going on, a few gentlemen who held 
opinions adverse to the grant got up a very strenuous 
opposition, and they also promoted a petition. The result 
is of some interest, and, although it has been otherwise 
recorded, the proceedings leading up to it find a legitimate 
place in these pages. 

The petition in favour of a Charter being granted set 
forth that the Parliamentary borough of Bradford comprised 
in the several townships of Bradford, Horton, Bowling, and 
Manningham a population of upwards of 70,000. Inasmuch 
as the Act governing the Commissioners referred only to the 
town of Bradford and part of the hamlet of Little Horton, the 
townships of Bowling and Manningham and a considerable 
portion of Horton, with a population of upwards of 80,000 
persons, were destitute of any local government whatever, not 
even possessing the advantage of being lighted and watched ; 
that since the above Act was passed, forty-four years before, 
the population within the borough had increased upwards 
of 400 per cent. ; that within the boundaries of Bradford 
there were about eighty worsted mills, sixteen dyeworks, 
two hundred and fifty stuff and wool warehouses, forty 
collieries, twenty-two stone quarries, &c.; that the increasing 
importance of the town, considered as one of the most 
important commercial districts in the kingdom, urgently called 
for a well-organised local government, the Commissioners, 
with their limited powers, finding it impossible sufficiently 
to protect either person or property ; that the petitioners had 
on two previous occasions made application to Parliament 
for an Act to meet the exigencies of the case, but had been 
defeated by the opposition of influential and interested 
persons. Under the above circumstances, the memorialists 
prayed Her Majesty to grant a Charter of Incorporation to 
the borough pursuant to the provisions of the Act for the 
regulation of municipal corporations. 
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Of the 10,888 signatures upon this petition there were 
those of thirty-two Commissioners^ twelve oat of the thirteen 
sorveyors, sixteen ministers, thirteen solicitors, thirteen 
surgeons, fifty-six merchants, two bankers, ninety-eight 
woolstaplers, 220 worsted manufacturers, thirteen dyers, 
sixty innkeepers (not beersellers), 2100 tradesmen, and 8187 
operatives. 

The active canvass which was set on foot by the pro- 
Corporation party brought forth strong efforts on the part 
of those ratepayers who were content with the old state of 
affairs, and the counter-petition which was lodged furnished 
ample testimony, not only to the success of their endeavours, 
but also to the divided state of opinion in the town upon the 
question at issue. As against the 10,888 signatures in 
favour of a Corporation there were found to be 12,187 
against ! An analysis of the signatures attached to the 
anti-Corporation petition showed the following result, that 
the petition had been signed by the vicar and eight clergymen, 
the ladies of the manor, eleven West Riding magistrates, 
the Low Moor and Bowling Iron Companies, two physicians, 
eighteen surgeons, twenty-one solicitors, three bankers, 
fifty-two merchants, 105 worsted spinners and woolstaplers, 
ninety manufacturers, 258 ladies and gentlemen, ninety-eight 
innkeepers, 1008 shopkeepers, and 10,585 operatives, making 
altogether a total in opposition of 12,187. While fully 
admitting that the powers possessed by the governing bodies 
were inadequate to the requirements of the town, the anti- 
Corporationists contended that these requirements might be 
met by the procuring of a Police and Improvement Act. 
The inconsistency of the position thus assumed conveyed its 
own condemnation, inasmuch as the Commissioners had met 
with an equally energetic opposition to their proposal to 
obtain a Police and Improvement Act. 

The above analyses also show the diversity of opinion 
which ruled in the counsels of the Board of Commissioners 
upon the question, inasmuch as while thirty-two members 
of that body sided with the pro-Corporationists, twenty-six 
signed the opposing petition^ and also forwarded a separate 
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memorial to the Priyy Council intimating tiieir opposition. 
This procedure led to strong recriminatory language upon 
both sides, the tone of which may be gathered from the 
following resolution, passed at a meeting of the Gommis* 
sioners, held in May, 1845 : — 

That the Commissioners present having heard> with feelings of 
indignation, the memorial addressed by some of their number to the 
Priyy Council against a Charter of Incorporation, . declares 

that a majority of the Commissioners who signed that memorial hare, 
by their notorious inattention to the duties of office, rendered them- 
selves ineligible to give an opinion on the question. 

There was an equally sharp passage of arms in connection 
with the Board of Surveyors, who, judging by the fact that 
twelve out of the thirteen members had signed the pro- 
Corporation petition, might be assumed to be practically 
unanimous upon the vexed question. This discrepancy, 
however, is subject to explanation. The canvass for signatures 
to both petitions was somewhat protracted, extending over 
twelve months, during which period a fresh Board of 
Surveyors had been elected, as may be gathered from the 
following minute, taken from the surveyors' books for April, 
1845, Mr. Richard Mortimer Scholefield being in the chair:— 

That this Board views with regret the step which a portion of 
the late Board have taken by forwarding to Her Majesty a petition 
praying that an Act of Incorporation might be g^nted to this borough, 
and that, in our opinion, it is the wish of a large majority of the 
ratepayers of this township that we, as members of the present Board, 
by our appointment, are called upon to disabuse the minds of Her 
Majesty and the Privy Council by distinctly and most unequivocally 
giving a negative to the documents sent. 

As a counter move, a petition was forwarded in which the 
following paragraph occurs : — 

That we, the Board of Surveyors, having taken the moral and 
sanitary condition of the town into our serious consideration, deem 
the existing Highway Act sufficient for effecting the purposes for 
which it was passed, and declare that the Charter of Incorporation is 
not desirable for this borough. 
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The Board of Surveyors at this period comprised the 
following, namely : — Richard Mortimer Schore^field, Samuel 
Sowden, W. M. Harris, William Rouse, Thomas Wroe, 
John Bolton, John Lupton, Michael Milner, Wm. Brayshaw, 
Francis Ackroyd, James Sagden, James Patchett, and John 
Wade. The acting surveyor was John Gill. 

Into the conflict of opinion thus raised the Privy Council 
entered judicially, and with a view to determine the bond 
fides of the two petitions, sent down Major Jebb to hold 
an inquiry on the scene. The points of inquiry contained 
in the major's conmiission were as follows : — 

1. The number of ratepayers signing the petition for and against, 
and the amount of their several assessments. 

2. The state of local government in Bradford. 

3. The limits to be assigned to the borough in the event of a 
Charter being granted. 

4. The number and limits of the wards and the number of 
aldermen and councillors to each. 

The scrutiny took place in May, 1845, at the Court of 
Requests, Darley Street. On behalf of the promoters of the 
Corporation there appeared Messrs. C. H. Dawson, George 
Oxley, Thomas Beaumont, and Joseph Smith (land agent), 
with Mr. J. Beid Wagstaff and Mr. J. A. Cooper, solicitors. 
For the anti-Corporationists there were present Messrs. John 
G. HorsfaU, William "Walker, Cowling Ackroyd, and Morris 
Birkbeck ; with Mr. George R. Mossman, solicitor, and Mr. 
George Coates, agent. 

The result of the inquiry proyed the genuineness of the 
signatures upon both the petitions better than had been 
anticipated, and the immensely greater number of names on 
the two together than appeared upon the rate-books was 
shown to have arisen from the fact that many persons had 
signed both petitions! The actual figures to which the 
numbers were reduced were as follow : — 

For the Charter, 8715 ratepayers^ with an assessment of ^878^612. 

Against the Charter, 10,716 ratepayers^ urith an assessment of 
^296,432. 
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Major Jebb, therefore, reported to the Priyy Gonncil that 
the petition against the Charter, both as respected numbers 
and amount of rates, was the stronger. In accordance 
with this report, the then President of the Comicil, Lord 
Whamcliffe, recommended a refusal of the grant — and it 
was refused. The subscribers to the guarantee fund paid 
towards the expenses of promoting the Corporation petition 
eight shillings and sixpence in the pound upon their 
subscriptions, and the agitation ceased for a time. 

When, however, the defeated pro-Corporation party 
reviewed all the circumstances of the case, they were 
convinced that the actual feeling of the inhabitants was in 
their favour, and they determined to renew the struggle 
until success should crown their efforts. Accordingly, in 
the month of October, 1846, the active members of the old 
committee met, and determined to renew the application. 
Messrs. Joseph Smith, Henry Brown, Thomas Bennards, 
and John Dale were appointed as the committee to arrange 
preliminaries and get up the petition. Mr. Smith agreed to 
advance £100 till a guarantee could be obtained, and Mr. 
Dale was re-appointed treasurer. Guided by past experience, 
and warned of the danger of a protracted canvass, the 
promoters determined to have all things in readiness ; accord- 
ingly they had clerks to register the names as they were 
brought in, and themselves kept up a perpetual inspection 
of the proceedings. The committee also bargained with 
the law agents to have no remuneration for their services if 
the attempt was unsuccessful. 

AH these preliminaries arranged, the canvassers again 
started on their mission about the middle of November, 
1846, A very general co-operation was tendered to the 
movement by the Board of Commissioners, and the drawing 
up of a memorial in favour of a Charter was entrusted to 
five of their number, namely, Messrs. Joseph Smith, Joshua 
Lupton, George Oxley, J. Wade, and John V. Godwin, 
The canvass was steadily pursued until January 16th, 1847, 
when the petition was forwarded to the Council Office for 
presentation: 



f 
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On the 6th of March following, a formal protest was 
presented in opposition, signed by about thirty highly- 
respectable persons, referring the Lords of the Council to 
the former decision, and expressing a hope that they might 
not again be called on to expend their money in getting np 
a counter petition. The Lords of the Gomicil, however, 
determined again to send down Major Jebb, but only a 
formal protest was put in by the anti-Gorporationists, who, 
as a dernier ressort, strove hard to obtain the exclusion of 
Great Horton from the municipal borough. The Lords 
in Council, however, were satisfied as to the bond fide 
necessity of the case, and the Charter was granted at a 
Privy Council held on April 24th, 1847, Her Majesty being 
present. 

It is but a fitting tribute to the memory of the late Mr. 
J. A. Cooper, the legal agent, to state that the success of 
the movement was largely owing to the zeal and industry 
displayed by him on the occasion. Mr. Cooper afterwards 
published an exhaustive record of the proceedings, to which 
we have been principally indebted for the materials in 
compiling this narrative. 

Before the election of a Town Council, however, much 
preparatory labour was necessitated on the part of the 
pro-Corporation party. The borough was divided into 
eight wards, styled respectively South Ward, East Ward, 
North Word, West Ward, Bowling Ward, Little Horton 
Ward, Great Horton Ward, and Manningham Ward. The 
boundaries of the out-township wards were co-extensive with 
the boundaries of the respective townships of Manningham, 
Bowling, and Horton. 

The corporate body was to consist of a mayor, fourteen 
aldermen, and forty-two councillors. The qualification for 
the o£5ce of alderman or common councillor was the 
possession of property to the amount of ^61000, or a rating 
of £80 per annum, not being a parson, but being a resident 
householder within seven miles of the borough, and occupying 
house, warehouse, counting-house, or shop within the 
borough. The qualification of a voter consisted in the fact 
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of his occnpying a ^* house, warehouse, countiiig-house, or 
shop/' and of bemg an ^' inhabitant householder." 

Mr. Gathorne Hardy, then barrister-at-law, revised the 
first burgess list, which comprised 6457 names, viz.: — 
West Ward, 1161 ; South Ward, 665 ; East Ward, 452 ; 
North Ward, 254; Bowling Ward, 716; Great Horton 
Ward, 666; Little Horton Ward, 1206; Mannmgham 
Ward, 468. 

The period during which these preliminaries were being 
arranged was not fayourable to the auspicious inauguration 
of an era fraught with such momentous issues to the newly- 
chartered borough. Much distress prevailed in the town 
owing to the depressed state of the staple industry. When 
the Charter arrived, the newly-fledged burgesses were also in 
the throes of a Parliamentary election, the candidates being 
on one side Mr. William Busfeild^ of Upwood, and Colonel 
Thompson ; on the other, Mr. H. W. Wickham, and Mr. 
Gathorne Hardy, now Viscount Cranbrook. In consequence 
of the excitement of the Parliamentary proceedings which 
took place only a week before, not much interest was taken 
in the municipal election, and there were contests in only 
three of the wards, namely, East, West, and North. Mr. 
John Beid Wagstaff, solicitor, who was named in the 
Charter as retuming-officer, officiated in that capacity at the 
first election of the Town Council, and the following is a 
complete list of the gentlemen returned, namely : — 

West Wabd (1151 names on the burgess list). — ^*George Alderson, 
Jolrn King, *E. H. Parratt^ William German, ^Joseph Farrar, John 
Lawson. 

South Wabd (655 names). — *Swithin Anderton, *William 
Metcalfe^ John Bnssell, *William Peel, Edward Billingsley, Qeorge 
G. Tetley. 

East Wasd (452 names). — Henry Bead, *Jo6hna Brigg, Bobt. 
Patterson, William Bouse, Joshua Pollard, *John Bamsden. 

North Wabd (254 names). — Bichard Newby, James Green, *E. 
J. Mitchell, Samuel Atldnson, Charles Bhodes, Michael Bogerson. 

BowLiNa Wabd (715 names). — ^William Terry, G. W. Addison, 
Benj. Berry, William Stead, James Firth, *John Glover. 



John Beid WigataO'. 
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QsBAT HoBTON Wasd ^^556. na|n^).— John Bartle, William 
Buckle> John Clough. 

LiTTLi HoBTON Wabd (1206 namee). — Samuel Bottomley^ James 
Bilton, John ClAjton, John Hill, scale beam maker, John Hill, 
maltster, Samuel Smith. 

Manntnohak Wabd (468 names). — ^Bichard Margerison, John 
Tordoif, John Denby. 

Those marked with an asterisk were also Commissioners. 

Mr, John Beid Wagsiaff, solicitor, the retnming-officer 
at the period of incorporation, held the ofiScial positions of 
superintendent-registrar and clerk to the Guardians of the 
Bradford Union, which, in 1847, comprised the whole of the 
townships in the parish of Bradford, excepting Haworth, 
and also the townships of Drighlington, Gleckheaton, 
Hunsworth, Tong, Bolton, Idle, Calverley, and Padsey. 
Mr. Wagstaff was bom in the army, in 1810. His father. 
Quarter-master Wm. Wagstaff, of the 1st Dragoon Guards, 
on leaving the senice after peace had been declared, in 1814, 
settled in Bradford as landlord of the Brown Cow Inn, 
Kirkgate, which property he purchased and rebuilt in 1826. 
One of his daughters married Mr. William Hudson, solicitor, 
father of Mr. W. H. Hudson, subsequently Town Clerk. 
John Beid Wagstaff was articled to the firm of Lambert 
and Hudson, and he commenced practice in 1885. In 
1848, the year after the incorporation, the unwieldy 
Bradford Poor Law Union was divided, when seventeen 
townships were handed over to form the North Bierley 
Union. Mr. Wagstaff retained the position of clerk to the 
Bradford Union, comprising the four townships of the 
borough, which, together with the office of superintendent- 
registrar of the Bradford district, he held until his death in 
June, 1850. He married a daughter of John Bradford, of 
the White Swan Lm, but left no issue. 

The first meeting of the Council was held on August 
18th, 1847> in the Court House, when the following gentlemen 
were elected as aldermen of the borough, viz.: — West Ward, 
Messrs. Bobert Milligan and Henry Brown ; South Ward, 
Titus Salt and Henry Forbes ; East Ward, James Gamett 
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and Thomas Beaumont ; North Ward, Joshua Lnpton and 
Christopher Wand ; Bowling Ward, William Cheesebrongh 
and Edward Ripley ; Great Horton Ward, William Band ; 
Little Horton Ward, Samuel Smith and Joseph Smith; 
Manningham Ward, George Bogers. 

Mr. J. A. Cooper, solicitor, was appointed town clerk, 
an office for which he possessed considerable aptitude, and 
to the possession of which he had established some claim by 
the valuable services rendered by him in the endeavour to 
obtain a Charter of Incorporation. Mr. Samuel Laycock 
was also appointed treasurer to the Corporation; Mr. William 
Clough, accountant ; Mr. William Bakes, inspector of 
nuisances ; and Mr. Isaac Bowntree, surveyor of streets. 

Three gentlemen were proposed for the office of mayor, 
viz.: — ^Mr. Bobert Milligan, Mr. William Band, and Mr. 
Titus Salt ; but the feeling of the Council preponderating in 
Seivour of Mr. Milligan, the other two gentlemen retired, and 
Mr. Milligan was unanimously elected. Had the late Mr. 
Henry Leah's life been prolonged till the election, there is 
little doubt that the distinction would willingly have been 
conferred upon that gentleman, and he was eminently worthy 
of it. The honour, however, was judiciously bestowed upon 
Mr. Milligan, his friend and coadjutor in many a good 
work. 

The first mayoral dinner took place in the Exchange 
Buildings on October 1st, and was a truly magnificent afiiair. 
About 200 guests responded to the invitation of the Mayor ; 
Mr. William Busfeild, of Upwood, and Colonel Thompson, 
the newly-elected members for the borough, being among 
the number. In making up his invitation list, Mr. Milligan 
made no distinction as to political creed — a principle which 
has ruled the mayoral feasts in Bradford ever since. In 
thus bringing together poUtical opponents, however, the first 
Mayor obeyed a natural impulse of his character, while at 
the same time his hospitable action had the effect of 
allaying much of the animosity which had been aroused 
during the prolonged agitation preceding the obtaining of 
the Charter. 
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The Corporation adopted as its 

Beal an adaptation of the Bradford 

arms. The design is in qnortrefoil. 

In the upper compartment, over 

the crest, is the fignre of Bishop 

Blaize, having a crozier iu his left 

hand and a comb in his right, with 

the horn of plenty at his feet. la 

the dexter qnartrefoil appears the 

figure of Jnstice seated on wool 

paohs, with the alpaca goat at her feet, and a factory in the 

distance. In the Biuister qnartrefoil Mercnry is seated on a 

hale of goods, a ram being at his feet and a ship in fall sail 

in the distance. In the lower compartment of the seal are 

the arms of the Corporation, described in heraldic language 

as — Per pale gales and azare on a chevron engrailed between 

three bogle bonis, stringed, Or, a well sable. The crest is— 

A boar's head without tongue, erased. Or, a tree proper. 

Below the shield is the motto, " Labor omnia vincit," upon 

a scroll, and pendant therefrom the golden fleece. The whole 

is encircled by the legend — " Seal of the Mayor, Aldermen, 

and Burgesses of the Borough of Bradford. 1847." 

Almost one of the first duties of the newly-formed Town 
Council was the selection of ofiSoes for the town clerk and 
corporate officials, and as no place seemed more snitable 
than the StatioB House in Swaine Street, those premises, 
after considerable alteration, were adopted, and continued to 
be so occupied until the completion of the Town Hall in the 
year 18T8. The old Station House was the property of the 
town, having been vested in tmstees for the use of the 
CommissionerB. While its adoption was recommended for 
economical reasons, the hope was expressed that before very 
long the dignity of the borough migfat be upheld by the 
erection of a Town Hall, at a probable cost of from £10,000 
to £15,000. 

The population of the whole borough at the period of 
incorporation was 66,718 persons, and at that time there 
were about 2000 nnoccnpied honses in the town. The 
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assessable value of property in the borough, as ascertained 
soon after the formation of the Corporation, may be given, 
for comparison's sake, the figures being as follow : — Man- 
ningham, £12,429 ; Horton, £85,450 ; Bowling, £18,418 ; 
and Bradford, £118,686 ; total, £184,984, 

The estimated expenditure of the first municipal year 
after the incorporation, divided into sections, showed items 
as follow : — 

Constabulary^ induding one superintendent (Mr. William LeTeratt)> 

at JB200. 
One superintendent of night police, JBIOO ; six sergeants at 18s.« ^280. 
Forty-nine policemen at 16s. weekly, JB1911. 
Two inspectors at 20s.> JB104 ; twelve policemen at 18s., JS561. 
Conducting municipal elections, X469. 

Salaries of officers, JB1040, including town clerk's salary at J6300; 
assistant derk and copying clerk, JB170; accountant, JBTO ; inspector 
of meat, £80, &c. 

Expenses of Corporation offices involyed an outlay of J6210 yearly, 
while the miscellaneous items, including expense of obtaining the 
charter, J6950, were accountable for a sum of JglSOS. The total 
sum estimated for yearly expenditure amounted to JB6500. 

The estimate of £800 for the salary of the town clerk 
was strongly commented upon by Mr. J. A. Cooper, who 
pointed out that after paying his clerks he would have left 
the munificent sum of £2 a-week for his own services. Mr. 
Cooper, therefore, took time to consider his decision in the 
matter ; but before the next meeting, of the Council he died 
very suddenly, and much to the regret of all who knew his 
sterling worth. Mr, Cooper was only in the thirty-first year 
of his age. For the vacant appointment, the salary being 
still fixed at £800 a-year, there were three candidates — Mr, 
John Bawson, Mr. Joseph Thompson, and Mr. Benjamin 
Terry. Mr. Bawson was, however, elected, the votes being — 
Bawson 88, Thompson 10, Terry 7. 

The Town Council being now in full operation, a letter 
was received by the Board of Commissioners firom the town 
clerk on September 10th, 1847, urging the speedy transference 
of the powers of the Commissioners to the Corporation under 
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the Municipal Act creating that body. A deputation was^ 
therefore, appointed, consisting of Messrs. Joseph Smith, 
John Dale, Isaac Wright, George Oxley, and John Atkinson, 
to confer with the Town Clerk, with a view to a speedy 
transference. The actual transfer took place on the 29th of 
December, 1847, when the books, documents, &c., belonging 
to the Board of Commissioners were handed over to the 
Town Clerk. An ofifer of 100 guineas was made to Mr. J. 
A. Busfeild for the loss of his office as law clerk, but he 
declined it, and gave his assistance in effecting the transfer. 

Allowances according to length of service were made to 
the following watchmen, viz. : — J. Hall (twenty-four years), 
£7 ; B. Appleyard (sixteen years), £S ; Jacob Waddington 
(fourteen years), £5 ; William Hudson (twelve years), £5 ; 
Bichard Dewhirst (eleven years), £4^ ; George Parkin (seven 
years), £Q; Bichard HesHng (six years), £S; &c. In all 
twenty-eight watchmen were discharged with allowances 
amounting in the aggregate to £50 10s., each man being 
allowed to retain his great-coat. 

The first meeting of the Town Council as Commissioners 
was held on February 9th, 1848. Mr. John Bawson, the 
town clerk, had combined with his office that of clerk to the 
Council as Commissioners, his remuneration having been 
considered in his appointment to the former office. Mr. 
William Clough also received the appointment of collector. 
Mr. Isaac Bowntree was appointed surveyor of the streets 
under the Local Improvement Act, at a salary of £70 per 
annum. Mr. Wm. Bakes was appointed inspector at a salary 
of five shillings per year, in addition to the yearly amount 
payable to him as inspector of nuisances. The Council 
continued to act as Commissioners until February, 1849. 

One of the first items of business presented for considera- 
tion after the Council had settled its own preliminaries was 
the proposal to increase the magisterial authority in the 
borough by the creation of a borough bench, official sanction 
for which was contained in the Charter of Incorporation. 
This subject, like many others during, the early history of 
the Corporation, called forth some amount of acrimonious 
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feeling, and occaBionally there took place in the Conncil 
Chamber what in the newspaper language of the time was 
described as a " rumpus." Ultimately, the following names 
were submitted to the Lord Chancellor, viz.: — Messrs. 
William Rand, Samuel Laycock, Henry Forbes, William 
Cheesebrough, James Gamett, Alfred Harris, Titus Salt, 
Samuel Smith, Joshua Lupton, Samuel CunUffe Lister, 
Thomas Beaumont, Henry Brown, H. W. Ripley, William 
Walker, William Macturk, and W. E. Forster. The result 
was not known until August, 1848, when the Lord Chancellor 
appointed as magistrates the following twelve gentlemen, 
viz. : — Aldermen W. Rand, H. Forbes, W. Cheesebrough, 
Titus Salt, James Gamett, Samuel Smith, Joshua Lupton, 
and Messrs. Samuel Laycock, Alfred Harris, S, C. Lister, 
H. W, Ripley, and Dr. Macturk. 

During tiie early discussions in the Council there were 
abundant opportunities for set speeches on such small 
subjects as the abolition of skipping-ropes, snow-balling, 
and '' moonlight flits," while the vexed question of smoke 
consumption served for many a tough encounter. These 
discussions were marked by much latitude, not only in the 
choice of subjects brought forward for consideration, but 
in the use of language provocative of unpleasant feeling. 
The following draft of a resolution proposed at the Council 
meeting held April 29th, 1848, will indicate the freedom 
afforded for the discussion of purely political subjects. It was 
moved by Councillor Rawson, and seconded by Councillor 
German : — 

That this Council is deeply impressed with the oonviction of the 
prevalence of great and alarming discontent amongst the masses of 
the people on account of the electiye franchise being baaed upon 
property instead of mind. That as common Christianity demands 
that we should do unto others what we should wish others to do to us« 
and that to grant elective privileges to one class whilst they are 
denied to another is in direct opposition to this Christian law> and to 
make the elective right dependent upon property and not upon 
manhood is as absurd as it is flagranUy unjust^ this Council do 
petition that the elective franchise be conferred upon every man in 
the United Kingdom of twenty-one years of age^ who shall not have 
been deprived of his political rights by crime. 
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After a tough encounter the proposition was negatived on 
the motion of Alderman Beaumont^ seconded by Alderman 
Cheesebrongh, on the gronnd that such subjects were most 
likely to disturb the harmony and goodwill prevailing in the 
Council ! 

The levying of a watch rate upon all the townships 
in the borough brought out strong opposition from the 
councillors representing districts which were neither watched 
nor lighted, Councillor Lister affirming that it would be 
just as reasonable to tax the Yorkshire wolds for watching 
and lighting as Great Horton or Manningham. 

The question of smoke consumption fairly engaged the 
attention of the Council at its meeting in October, 1848, 
upon a motion of Councillor Bilton, that the 66th bye-law, 
relating to the consumption of smoke, be carried into effect. 
Alderman Titus Salt had then a plan in operation which it 
was thought would prove effective, and the matter was 
allowed to remain pending the trial of Mr. Salt's system. 
Councillors like Mr. Baxendale, however, believed smoke to 
be a '* good thing," being of much the same way of thinking 
as Councillor Gott, who had no fault to find with the odours 
of the canal, which at that time had acquired the unsavoury 
title of '' Biver Stink." The subject formed the theme of 
many a joke, and even inspired the local muse, judging by 
the following effort : — 

How beautiful is the smoke^ 

The Bradford smoke : 
Pounng from numberless chimney-stacks^ 
CJondensing and falling in showers of '' blacks/' 

An around 

Upon the ground^ 
In lane> and yard, and street ; 

Or adding a grace 

To the thankless face 
Of yourself or the man you meet : 
Now in the eye and now on the nose. 

How beautiful is the smoke ? 

The subject was renewed by Alderman Beaumont, chairman 
of the Sanitary Committee, who obtained a committee to 
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examine the yarioas methods in nse in Bradford and other 
places. The 65th bye-law, however, conld only be enforced 
after an apparatus had been found which conld be proved to 
be effective. The committee met often and deliberated long, 
bat the case presented so much of difficulty that they ulti- 
mately brought up a report in which they stated that, altiiough 
convinced of the practicability of smoke Qonsumption, they 
had not been able to find an effective smokerbumer. 

The disturbed state of Bradford during- the earUer part 
of the year 1848 was not favourable to the development 
of the Corporation during the second year of its history. 
Poverty abounded to such an extent that during the month 
of March the average number in receipt of parochial relief 
weekly in the borough was about 6500, of whom 623 
were able-bodied males and 929 able-bodied females. In 
February, a resoluticn was carried at a vestry meeting 
alloting a sum of £2000 out of the rates towards defraying 
the expenses of emigration of poor persons having settiements 
in the township. In addition to the sums dispensed by 
the Union authorities, the Belief Committee of the town 
distributed relief in kind to 6800 persons in one week in 
Bradford alone, while it was estimated that in the whole 
Union one-tenth of the population was in the receipt of 
parish relief. One consequence of this wholesale state of 
destitution was that fully 2400 houses were empty, thus 
reducing the sources of revenue for corporate purposes. 

Added to these serious effects of the depressed state 
of trade was the turbulence which existed in consequence of 
the agitation for the People's Charter. In February, 1848, 
1500 special constables were sworn in, extra policemen 
were employed, and the whole staff were armed with 
cutlasses in anticipation of a serious outbreak. In May, in 
consequence of an attempt of the authorities to put down 
public drilling, the soldiery was called out, and a conflict, 
in which several persons were injured, took place between 
the civil and military forces. In June, the military were 
again called into requisition. Several persons were sent to 
York Gastie in connection with this affair. 
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In October, 1848, Mr. W. E. Forster discussed the 
distressed condition of the town in three lectnres, entitled 
^'Panperism and its proposed remedies." These essays 
were marked by great ability, and afterwards formed the 
subject of much discussion. At the nezt municipal election 
Mr. Forster was nominated for the East Ward, and remained 
a passive candidate, but he was rejected in favour of Mr. 
Peter Driver ! Mr. Milligan retired from the mayoralty in 
November, 1848, and was succeeded by Alderman Titus Salt. 

Mr. Milligan was, perhaps, more than any other man of 
his time representative of the growth of Bradford. Bom 
of peasant parents in the Scottish lowlands in 1786, he 
removed to this neighbourhood in the year 1802, and for 
some years peregrinated the district as a '' travelling Scotch- 
man," finally settling down at Bradford about the year 1810. 
First establishing a retail drapery business in premises in 
Westgate, he afterwards launched forth into the wholesale 
drapery trade, and afterwards embarked in the more 
comprehensive business of stuff merchant, his premises 
being in Piccadilly. Mr. Henry Forbes, Mr. Nathaniel 
Briggs, and Mr. J. Y. Godwin were subsequently taken into 
partnership, and the firm acquired an importance of the 
first magnitude in the merchant trade of Bradford. With its 
growth may be said to have been developed the vast industry 
which still distinguishes the town as the metropolis of the 
worsted trade. As a citizen, Mr. Milligan ever manifested 
a practical interest in the well-being of the town and its 
various institutions. As previously stated, he was elected 
the first mayor upon the incorporation of the borough in 
1847, and the higher honour of M.P. was conferred upon 
him by his fellow-townsmen in 1851, when he was elected 
without a contest to supply the place of Mr. W. Busfeild, 
deceased. He was re-elected in 1852, in company with 
the late member, Mr. H. W. Wickham, who secured six 
votes more than his unsuccessful rival, the late Colonel 
Perronet Thompson. Mr. Milligan's sympathies were 
strongly on the Liberal side, and upon all the leadmg 
questions of the day he gave an emphatic vote in that 
I 
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interest. He was also a justice of the peace for the 
county and borongh. He died, fall of honour, in July, 
1862, at the age of seventy-five years, and received the 
distinction of a public funeral. 

In January, 1855, a full-length portrait of Mr. Milligan 
was presented to the Council by an influential number of 
subscribers, in commemoration of that gentleman having 
been the first mayor of the borough, as well as in testimony 
of his private worth. The painting was by Mr. J. F. Bird. 

In March, 1849, a strong feeling prevailed in the Watch 
Committee of the Town Council that the benefits of the police 
system should be extended to the whole of the borough, 
thus necessitating the levying of the watch rate over the 
same area ; but, in consequence of the adverse representa- 
tions made by residents in Great Horton and Manningham^ 
the proposal was abandoned. 

Meanwhile the functions which were being discharged by 
the Board of Surveyors were closely allied to those under- 
taken by the Corporation. The former body kept separate 
accounts, levied separate rates for the pa3anent of its 
staff of officers, and still continued the practice of dividing 
the town into several districts, two Surveyors being 
appointed to each. The Town Council, as Commissioners 
under the Lighting and Watching Act, likewise discharged 
the duties of their predecessors apart from those under the 
Municipal Act, and thus a kind of three-cornered jurisdiction 
prevailed in the town. 

At length it was determined to seek counsel's opinion as 
to how far the jurisdiction of the Town Council as Commis- 
sioners and the Board of Surveyors respectively extended. 
At the April meeting, in 1850, the first notes of dissolution 
of the Board were sounded, when the committee appointed 
to examine the Bradford Improvement Bill of that year 
reported that in the proposed Bill clauses were introduced 
for superseding the Board of Surveyors by the Town Council. 
There were two parties in the Board, one in favour and 
the other against the proposed absorption; and a motioni 
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by which it was proposed that a petition be presented 
to Parliament in fayonr of the Improvement Bill, was 
negatived. 

Up to this time the newly-formed Corporation had been 
governing the town under ilie bye-laws of the Manicipal 
Corporations Act. Bat it was very soon discovered that 
these powers were not sufficient to cope with evils and 
requirements incident to a large population. A resolution 
was thereupon adopted, pledging the Sanitary Committee to 
use its best endeavours towards procuring an Improvement 
Act for the borough, in the hope that the more influential 
inhabitants would contribute towards a guarantee fund for 
obtaining the Act. In the advocacy of this measure. 
Alderman Beaumont and Alderman Joseph Farrar took a 
prominent part. The draft Bill contained clauses seeking to 
considerably extend the sanitary powers of the Corporation. 
Among other things, it proposed to abolish the tolls in the 
borough, to take the management of the roads into the 
hands of the ratepayers, to obtain more complete building 
regulations, &c. The draft BUI also contained clauses 
empowering the Corporation to purchase waterworks, gas- 
works, and the manorial rights. The maximum amount of 
rates leviable under the Act were-^first, the general district 
rate, not to exceed two shillings and sixpence in the pound 
in any one year ; secondly, the special district rate, not to 
exceed sixpence per pound per annum; and thirdly, the 
lamp rate, not to exceed eightpence per pound per annum. 
The first-mentioned rate included and superseded the rate 
for the repair of highways. 

Space would not permit of even a summarised account 
of the literary efiusions which appeared in depreciation and 
defence of the very practical measure now known as the 
Bradford Improvement Act of 1850. During its initiatory 
stages, the movement met with the stoutest opposition from 
those who were styled, in the controversial language of the 
time, the Minority of Muck ! The walls of the town were 
placarded with denunciations of the unlucky Bill, which it 
was said was '^ bad at beginning, bad at middlci and bad at 
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the end." It had no redeeming features. It had sins of 
omission and sins of commission ; it sought to do the things 
it ought not to do, and to leave undone the things it ought 
to do, and there was no health in it ! So said the Minority 
of Muck. 

The Bill was promoted by certain influential townsmen, 
who subscribed a guarantee fund for that purpose amounting 
to J61026 ; but in the event of the Bill becoming law, the 
expense would be borne out of the rates. Petitions were 
presented in favour of it by the Corporation, and against it 
by Mary and Elizabeth Rawson, the ladies of the manor ; the 
proprietors of the Bradford Canal ,* and many property owners 
in Bowling, Great and Littie Horton, and Manningham. 

The Bill came before the Parliamentary Committee (of 
which Mr. Busfeild and Colonel Thompson were members) 
in April, 1850, when Mr. Alexander and Mr. Robert Hall 
appeared for the promoters, Messrs. Fearon & Clabon being 
the Parliamentary agents. The principal witnesses for the 
promoters were Aldermen Joseph Smith, Joseph Farrar, 
WiUiam Rand, Henry Brown, Councillor John Ramsden, 
the Town Clerk (Mr. W. H. Hudson), Mr. William Clough, 
Mr. Isaac Rowntree, &c. Mr. Ejiowles represented the 
opposition, for which Mr. Edward Hailstone was solicitor. 
Councillors Joshua Pollard and G. Thompson Lister also 
took a leading part in opposing the Bill on behalf of the 
inhabitants of the out-townships, namely, Great Horton, 
Bowling, and Manningham, which had hitherto been excluded 
.from the rating area of the Corporation. Mr. Lister fought 
hard to limit the operation of the intended Bill to a circle of 
one mile round the Bradford Piece Hall. 

After hearing the evidence of Alderman Joseph Smith, 
Alderman Joseph Farrar, and the Town Clerk, the Chairman 
of the Committee intimated that they had heard sufficient 
evidence to satisfy them that the town of Bradford required 
a bill for its further improvement, and the only question was 
as to the manner in which the improvement should be 
carried out. He suggested that an amicable arrangement 
would be the means of saving expense to all parties. 
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On the re-assembling of the Committee next morning, it 
appeared that no arrangement had been come to with the 
opponents of the Bill. 

Mr. Knowles, on behalf of the opposition, said he shonid 
endeayonr to show that the general character of the Bill was 
such as not to entitle it to any attention at the hands of the 
Committee. His principal point in opposition, however, was 
that, while extended powers were needed by the Corporation, 
the adoption of the Health of Towns Act would give all that 
was required. In this view the Coinmittee concurred, the 
Chairman stating that if the clauses of the Health of Towns 
Bill were incorporated with the Bill, and made to apply 
throughout the borough, it might be in their power to pass 
it. After consultation, Mr. Alexander stated that having 
taken into consideration the suggestion of the Committee, 
his clients had come to the determination to incorporate the 
Health of Towns Act in the Bill, with the exception of such 
clauses as were not applicable to rating, &c. 

The progress of the Bill through Parliament was 
diversified at home by scenes in the Council chamber which 
would have disgraced a pot-house. One town councillor 
pronounced the Bill as the '' greatest swindle ever practised 
upon a Committee of the House of Commons," his contention 
being that while it was ostensibly promoted by private' 
persons, the Council were the chief instigators, which 
undoubtedly was the fact. At one of several noisy meetings 
of the Council, a resolution was submitted for adjourning 
the Corporate gatherings for six months, but it was, of 
course, rejected. 

The Bill received the Boyal Assent on the 20th of July, 
1860. The cost of obtaining it was £2062 9s. lid. 

In thus completing the narrative of the passing of the 
Improvement Bill we have overlooked events happening 
during the year preceding that in which it became law. 
The prevalence, in 1849, of that dreadful scourge the 
cholera brought many facts before the Council to demonstrate 
the insufficiency of its powers in dealing with the sanitary 
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condition of the town. The scourge in question was most 
destractive of life in the neighbonrhood of Bradford Moor, 
Laisterdyke, and Wapping, which abounded with places 
presenting unmistakable evidences of the violation of the 
laws of health and common decency, and were the certain 
and prolific sources of pestilence. Notwithstanding this, 
the Council found their endeavours towards improvement 
retarded on all sides : on the one hand, by the indisposition 
of private owners to effect any improvement that they were 
not positively obliged to make under penalty ; and again, by 
the slow and tortuous process of the law, which, as .the 
town was then governed, could not be directiy applied. 
Meanwhile, the cholera was raging in the town. Up to 
July, 1849, about 180 cases had occurred, fully one-half of 
them having proved fatal. In August that number was 
much augmented, there having been in one week twenty-siz 
fatal cases. By the middle of October, 420 deaths had 
occurred within the borough. 

The elections of the year 1849 passed off with some 
degree of animation ; and, in one instance, the Mends of the 
late Mr. Charles Rhodes were so elated at his success that 
he became the hero of a triumphal procession, and was 
*' chaired " through the streets of the town. The interest 
thus aroused outside was reflected in the debates of the 
Council chamber, which were characterised by a certain 
amount of the '^peppery'' element. To such an extent did 
speechifying prevail that the Council occasionally sat from 
two to eight o'clock p.m., and, as might be expected, the 
amount of talk which transpired was far in excess of the 
space which the weekly newspaper of the period, the 
Observer, could afford to bestow upon its reproduction. As 
an example of the importance which some of the local 
magnates attached to their utterances, it may be stated that 
in order that the public might be fiilly acquainted with the 
sentiments of their representatives, arrangements were made 
by several loquacious councillors to pubUsh a verbatim 
report, independent of the tolerably ample ones appearing 
in the Observer. A shorthand writer and a printer were 
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engaged, each of whom did his work, bnt the prodaction 
never appeared. It seems that, at the last moment, the 
intending publishers fomid out that a period of twenty-eight 
days mast elapse after the publication of a similar report in 
the O&^ert^^r before it could be reproduced in the manner 
described, so that for the anticipated pleasure of " seeing 
oneself in print/' a sum of £13 10s. had to be paid the 
shorthandist for his notes, and an equal sum to the printer, 
making altogether £27 ! 

Alderman Henry Forbes was elected to succeed Alderman 
Salt as mayor in November, 1849, and there was an 
election of aldermen ; but as we intend to give a complete 
list of those forming the Corporate body during the whole 
existence of the Corporation, reference to those elected 
yearly need not be made. 

Alderman Titus Salt continued a member of the Council 
until the year 1862, when he resigned the aldermanio office. 
Mr. Salt was one of the promoters of the incorporation of the 
borough, and a consistent supporter of any movement 
intended for the well-being of Bradford, or the social, 
educational, or religious advancement of his fellow-townsmen. 
Skilled in matters commercial, and eminently prosperous by 
reason of his commercial enterprise. Alderman Salt's name 
will be had in remembrance for the goodness of his heart 
and the beneficence of his nature by many who knew but 
little of him as the founder of a stupendous business 
concern. The mayoralty of Bradford sufiered no diminution 
of its dignity during the year that he held the office, 
although, as will have been observed, that year was one 
of more than ordinary animation in municipal and social 
affairs. More than once or twice during the progress of 
Council business, Mr. Salt demonstrated the faculty of 
firmness in an eminent degree, and it was not without its 
due effect. The story of his life has been recorded in many 
forms, and can only be briefly alluded to here. Titus Salt 
was bom, in 1803, at the Manor House, Morley, where his 
father, Daniel Salt, a woolstapler and drysalter, resided. 
Shortly after the birth of his son Titus, Daniel Salt engaged 
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in agricultural pursnits at Crofton^ near Wakefield, bnt gave 
them np in order to re-embark in his former line of bncdness. 
At that time the worsted mannfEu^tore was beginning to 
materially expand, and the hitherto domestic industry was 
developing into the factory institation. As the mannfactnring 
enterprise of Wakefield failed to rise with the occasion, 
the worsted trade shifted its quarters and settled at Bradford, 
and among those who moved with it were Daniel Salt and 
his family. In the course of time, Titus was taken into 
partnership under the firm of ^' Daniel Salt & Son." The 
business of the firm had hitherto been confined to the 
purchase and sale of wool, a great portion of which was 
imported from Russia, and was extensively used by woollen 
manufacturers. Titus Salt, however, being firmly convinced 
of the applicability of this wool to the worsted trade, 
endeavoured to persuade the customers of the firm to give 
it a trial, but without effect. An illustration of his commercial 
foresight and the pertinacity of his disposition is afibrded in 
the fact that, failing to convince others, Mr. Salt at once 
determined to make the trial himself, and accordingly he 
commenced business as a spinner and manufacturer, at 
Thompson's Mill, Silsbridge Lane. His greatest success, 
however, was achieved in the year 1886, when he brought 
into practical use the wool or hair of the alpaca. The story 
of how he became possessed of his first cargo of this fibre 
is now matter of history, but the manner in which he 
overcame the many difficulties incidental to its thorough 
adaptation to the Bradford trade probably never will be 
known. Under his supervision those difficulties were over- 
come, and his own personal business not only grew 
enormously, but the alpaca trade generally became an 
important branch of the staple industry of the town. The 
inauguration of the vast works at Saltaire in 1868, the 
subsequent addition of hundreds of dwelling houses for the 
workpeople of the firm, and the more recent completion of 
the model village by the erection of buildings for social, 
religious, and educational purposes have also become matters 
of history. 
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While thus founding the fortunes of himself and family, 
and necessarily adding mudi to the commercial statas of the 
town of his adoption^ Mr. Salt engaged largely in public 
business. As preyiously stated, he was unanimously chosen 
to be the second Mayor of Bradford. In 1867 he filled the 
office of President of the Bradford Chamber of Commerce. 
In the year 1859 he was elected member of Parliament in 
the Liberal interest for the borough, along with the late Mr. 
H. W. Wickham, being returned by a considerable majority 
over the third candidate, Mr. Alfred Harris. He was on 
the commission of the peace, and subsequently Deputy- 
Lieutenant for the West Biding. In September, 1869, the 
honour of a baronetcy was confeired upon him by Her 
Majesty — a bestowal of the royal favour which was heartily 
appreciated by his fellow-townsmen. As an illustration of 
the respect in which Sir Titus Salt was held by his fellow- 
townsmen, of whatever creed or political party, it may be 
stated that to him was accorded the honour of a public 
statue, erected during his own lifetime. This monument 
of artistic skill was unveiled in August, 1874, and occupies 
a prominent position upon the open space in front of the 
Town Hall. 

Sir Titus Salt closed his earthly career on the 29th of 
December, 1876, the event being marked by a public funeral, 
the magnitude of which has not been exceeded in Bradford. 

The principal event of the year 1860, so far as municipal 
matters were concerned, was the passing of the Bradford 
Improvement Bill, reference to which has previously been 
made. On September 26th the provisions of the Act came 
into operation, when all the highways formerly under the 
control of the Igoard of Surveyors were handed over to the 
Corporation. A smiilar transfer was made at the same time 
by the Surveyors of Manningham and Horton. The repre- 
sentatives of those places, however, spared no effort to 
obstruct the operation of the Bill in the Town Council, 
Mr. G. T. Lister being persistent in bringing forward his 
resolution to the effect, "That no rate levied under the 
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Improvement Bill shall affect holders of tenements situate 
above a mile distant from the centre of the borongh." The 
Surveyors^ however, continned in office until the 25th of 
March, 1861, bnt the meetings were only held for routine 
work in connection with the completion of contracts, &c. 
From an inventory taken of the affairs of the Board at its 
dissolution, it appears that a balance of £668 was handed 
over from the Board to the Corporation, besides a stock of 
material. It is only proper to remark upon the methodical 
style in which the books of the Surveyors were kept by Mr. 
William Glough, their clerk, and to state that they are now 
in excdlent keeping by the Corporation. 

The years 1850-51 were prolific of improvements, the 
first effected on a sweeping scale being the carrying forward 
of Cheapside to Market Street. To accomplish this, it was 
necessary to pull down two ancient hostelries on the south 
side of Eirkgate, namelyj the White Horse and the Malt 
Shovel, which stood '' cheek by jowl " on the south side of 
Eii'kgate. The licence of the latter house was retained by 
Mr. Joseph Spink, and *^ Spink's dramshop '' in Eirkgate 
was built upon a portion of the site, but this has given place 
to an extension of the Bradford Old Bank, erected some 
time afterwards. The nett cost of this improvement to the 
town was £2814, the total cost £7214 ; but £4900 was 
recouped by the sale of land, which realised £17 per yard. 
In connection with this improvement, Mr. Charles Rhodes 
was presented, at a public breakfast, with a service of plate, 
for the unexampled generosity displayed by him in his 
dealings with the Corporation. So far from offering any 
obstacle to the carrying out of the improvement in question, 
Mr. Bhodes offered to accept a price for his property which 
was much below that calculated upon by those in charge of 
the transaction. 

The street called Queensgate, connecting Eirkgate with 
Hustlergate, was also opened out about the middle of the 
year, the property having been acquired by Mr. David 
Bouse. Four large stuff warehouses, also built by Mr. Bouse, 
were erected opposite the Mechanics' Institute, in Well 
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Street ; Messrs. Thornton, Firth & Bamsden's warehouse, 
in Leeds Boad, was baUt, and others were in course of 
completion. Boose's mill, near the Gas Works, Canal 
Boad ; Firth's mill, at Bhearbridge ; Sntcliffe & Bawson's 
cotton mill, at Bolton Bridge, and other erections of a 
similar character, were all bnilt about this period. 

After haying held the office of town clerk for two years, 
during which time he had also officiated as clerk to the 
borough justices, Mr. John Bawson resigned the town 
clerkship in January, 1850. This step was taken by Mr. 
Bawson because it was found that occasions arose when the 
duties of the several offices held by him came into collision. 
His successor was Mr. William Hector Hudson, eldest son 
of Mr. William Hudson, solicitor, Bradford. Mr. Hudson 
had not, at the time of his appointment, reached his 
twenty-eighth year, and had not then been admitted as an 
attorney; but, as a young townsman of great ability in 
his profession, his election was most cordidly agreed to by 
all parties in the Council, His salary was fixed at d£800 
per annum. Mr. John Bawson retained the office of 
borough magistrates' clerk at a salary which was increased 
to £400 a-year. 

In October, 1850, Mr. E. W. Shaw, of Wakefield, was 
appointed Borough Surveyor at the salary of £1 50 a-year. 

Mr. Henry Forbes, who vacated the mayoral chair in 
November, 1850 — the third mayor in succession firom the 
period of incorporation — was a gentleman who, forty years 
ago, occupied a position of the foremost rank in commercial 
circles in Bradford, and he was not less prominent in public 
affairs. Mr. Forbes's capabilities for business were recog- 
nised by Mr. Milligan while the former was employed by 
the London firm of Leaf & Severs, and, about the year 
1817> Mr. Milligan engaged him, first as assistant, and ere 
long he became a partner in the eminent firm of Milligan, 
Forbes & Co. The worsted manufkcture had then begun 
to drift from Norwich to Halifax and Bradford, the goods 
being principally merchanted at Leeds. In his capacity 
as ** traveller " for the firm, Mr. Forbes, while invaluable to 
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the interests of the conoem with which he was oonnectedi 
contributed in no small degree to the development of the 
worsted trade generally, and the enterprise displayed by 
townsmen of Mr. Forbes's calibre resulted in the trans- 
ference of the entire trade to Bradford. He was one of the 
most active promoters of the Great Exhibition of 1851, and, 
■at the request of the Council of the Society of Arts, 
delivered a valuable lecture (one of a series on the various 
branches of industry which had been displayed) on " The 
rise and progress of the worsted manufacture." He was 
also chairman of the Bradford committee. In the discharge 
of his municipal duties, Mr. Forbes was equally assiduous, 
and no member of the Council possessed more influence 
than he did. Mr. Forbes was also an indefatigable friend of 
the Bradford Mechanics' Institute, of which he was one of 
the founders, and was an active ally of other educational and 
social institutions in Bradford. He was also one of the 
prime movers in establishing and carrying out the Saturday 
half-holiday in the town. Mr. Forbes was of Scottish 
descent, although bom at Easingwold, in Yorkshire. After 
his retirement into private life he resided at Harrogate, and 
died there in October, 1870, in the seventy-seventh year of 
his age. 

The municipal elections of 1850 were not marked by any 
incident calling for mention. The election of Mr. William 
Band as mayor, however, gave occasion to Mr. George 
Thompson Lister, the wit of the Corporation, to express 
mock surprise that a Churchman should have been deemed 
worthy of the honour of election to the mayoral chair. They 
had (he said) nine aldermen — whom he would call the 
** Nine Muses " — all of whom went to one chapel ! Three 
of the aldermen had been mayors — and these he would call 
the ^' Three Graces*' — and the others were in anxious 
expectation of the honour being conferred upon them. How 
it was, therefore, that the link had been broken he could 
not tell, except the election of Mr. Baud was intended 
as a reward for his apostacy in leaving the ranks of the 
Conservatives ! 
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Mr. James Gamett, who had been an alderman of the 
borough since its incorporation, died in Jane, 1850, He 
was one of the nine aldermen who, Mr. O. T. Lister said, 
"went to one chapel," i.e., the Independent Chapel in 
Horton Lane, formerly in charge of the Rev. Thomas Taylor, 
and afterwards of the Bey. Jonathan Olyde. Mr. Gamett 
was one of the most respected residents of Bradford, his 
family having been among the earliest pioneers of its worsted 
industry. His grandfather, Mr. James Gamett, set up 
about the year 1794 the first spinning machine in Bradford, 
in the Old Paper Hall, Barkerend. At the time of his 
death. Alderman Gamett was connected with one of the 
largest spinning establishments in the worsted trade, and 
was honoured with the confidence and esteem of all his 
mercantQe associates. As a politician Mr. Gamett was a 
pronounced Liberal ; ecclesiastically he was a devoted 
Gongregationalist. He died at Mill House, adjoining his 
works in Barkerend, in the fifty-sixth year of his age. Mr, 
Gamett's place on the aldermanic bench was afterwards 
filled by Mr. T. 'G. Clayton. 

Little beyond the ordinary routine business was trans- 
acted in the year 1851, which, it will be remembered, was 
one of absorbing interest generally by reason of its being 
the year of the Great Exhibition. The conspicuous part 
filled by many of the mercantile firms of Bradford in the 
greatest World's Fair which has ever been held, is now 
matter of history. It forms no part of our duty to 
individualise the various Bradford firms whose exhibits 
received especial commendation upon that occasion. We 
cannot refirain, however, firom recording the testimony of an 
independent authority upon the excellent position taJsen by 
Bradford manufacturers at the *' Crystal Palace of 1851," 
and especially as at this moment, thirty years later, the 
town is labouring under an amount of depression almost 
unparalleled in its history, owing to the existing fashions 
having for the time ignored fine lustre goods, composed 
of mohair and alpaca. The following extract, having 
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reference to tibe excellence of the Bradford exhibits^ we giye 
without farther comment : — 

The meet remarkable exhibition in this (the worsted) department 
is that referring to alpaca and mohair goods, or mixtures of these 
with cotton and silk ; the trade in which has spmng np within a 
oomparatively short period, and progressed with a rapidity and snocess 
unparalleled in the history of manufactures. One town alon6, 
Bradford, has risen from the obscurity of a mere manu&cturing 
village to the position of one of the busiest and wealthiest communities 
in the country, yet its operations in trade are almost entirely confined 

to the class of goods about to come under consideration 

The introduction oi mohair and alpaca, as materials for the manu- 
facture of dress goods, has given an entirely new feature to the 
Yorkshire trade, and the mixtures are of a very varied chaxacter. 
Thus, in worsted fabrics there are damasks, moreens, lastings, and 
fabrics of a similar class, mixed with either cotton or flax, and figured 
with silk or left plain. Then the alpacas and mohairs are either 
figured with silk, or quite plain, or, in some cases, they are printed 
with a tint of the natural colour of the alpaca wool. There are 
certainly few display^ in the Exhibition which show in a more marked 
manner than the West Biding contributions of mixed fabrics, the 
extraordinary progress which has been made of late years in the more 
elegant, and at the same time less costly productions of the loom, or 

in the improvement in the art of design, as applied thereto 

It is impossible for any one to go through the collection of exoeUent 
articles here l[»x>ught together without being struck with the &ct that 
immense progress has been made in a comparatively new direction ; 
and the manufacturers of Bradford have done themselves infinite 
honour by the very excellent character of their display, as they did 
at the outset of this great undertaking, by the cordial and unanimous 
support which they gave to it. 

The census of 1851 showed that the population of the 
borough of Bradford had increased from 66^718 in 1841 to 
103,786, being a rate of increase equal to 66 per cent. The 
rateable valae was ^6224,206. 

Among other proofs of the rapid progress made in 
Bradford daring this period, it may be stated that daring 
the interval of sixteen months, from January, 1861, to 
May, 1862, plans were sanctioned for the erection of 1703 
buildings, of which 1340 were dwelling houses, thirty-one 
were mills and warehouses, eighty-four were shops, eleyen 
churches, chapels^ and schools^ and 237 were buildings of 
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a miscellaneons character, which inclnded St. George's 
HaU. Not fewer than ninety-four new streets were also laid 
out during the period. Upon a rough calculation, probably 
£250|000 was represented in the above undertakings. 

In the early part of the year 1851 the Mayor was served 
with a mandamus from the Court of Queen's Bench, to 
proceed to the election of seven aldermen of the borough to 
take the place of those who should have retired in November, 
1850. The issue was raised by Councillor Mark Pickup, 
who contended that the retirement of half of the bench of 
aldermen should have taken place at that time, and not in 
1852, which others contended was according to law. The 
Mayor accordingly proceeded to an election, when the 
retiring aldermen were re-elected, viz. : — William Band, 
Horton Boad; Bobert Milligan, Acacia; Samuel Smith, 
Field Head ; Edward Bipley, Bowling Lodge ; John 
Bamsden, Manningham Lane ; William Peel, Spring Field ; 
John Gordon, Bentinck Place. 

In October, Mr. George Thompson Lister, councillor for 
the Manningham Ward, died very suddenly from a fit of 
apoplexy. The great corpulence of the deceased gentleman 
rendered it highly probable that his death would be sudden 
whenever it occurred ; but notwithstanding, the news of his 
decease came as a shock to many who knew him. Two 
days before he had been present at a dinner at the Talbot 
Hotel, and he was at business on the previous day. The 
members of the Council especially had reason to feel the 
deprivation, Mr. Lister having taken a leading part in Council 
business. Although he was generally in opposition to the 
majority — a course quite consistent, when it is remembered 
that from the first he had been opposed to the incorporation 
of the borough — his pungent remarks and ready, wit generally 
commanded attention in the Council chamber. In all that 
he said he was either caustic or witty, but generally the two 
elements were judiciously blended, and his remarks were as a 
rule much enjoyed. Many hard things came from him during 
the three years of his connection with the Council, but the 
good nature of the man predominated. Only on the occasion 
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of the preriona nteeting of the Conncil on Ootober 14th, Mr. 
Lister begged to say r few words as his " {i^ood-bye " to the 
members generaUy, that being the last meeting of his term of 
ofBce. In these " last words" he utterly disclaimed the least 
ill-feeling to any member of the Conncil, and tmsted that 
his own condnct, which had been dictated solely by a sense 
of pnblic daty, would be Tiewed in the same generoos light. 



Qeorge Thompson Liiter. 

It is needlesH to add that the sentiment was heartily 
reciprocated, Mr. Lister was a Tory of the old school. It 
was in bis professional capacity as an estate auctioneer, 
however, that he was best known, not only in Bradford, but 
throDghont the West Biding ; indeed, he was said to be the 
best anctjoneer out of London. His great corpnlenoe was 
attended with little inoonTenience in the discharge of his 
. duties, for although he was said occasionally to indulge in 
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" forty winks " between the bids, he always took np the 
thread of his discourse unfailingly at the exact point where 
it was left off. Mr. Lister was bom at Bolton Honse, now 
the residence of Alderman Law, where his father, Thomas 
Thompson (who took the name of Lister npon the Bolton 
property being left him by a relative), resided. He after- 
Wards went into business as a spinner at Bed Beck Mill, 
but failed to succeed, and subsequently he was appointed 
agent to Mr. Bawson, the lord of the manor. His death 
occurred at Bolton, on the 24th of October, 1851, while in 
the fifty-ninth year of his age. 

The municipal elections of 1851 passed off without 
excitement. The mayor, Mr. William Band, retired from 
office after a year of indefatigable service in the interest of 
the Corporation and of the burgesses at large. Mr. Band's 
interests were altogether allied to those of his fellow- 
townsmen. He was the younger son of the late Mr. John 
Band, and partner in the well-known firm of John Band 
and Sons, of Horton Lane. In conjunction with his brother, 
Mr. John Band, he devoted much time to the development 
of the worsted business, with which his family had long 
been connected, and he was equally energetic in his attention 
to public affairs. He was an active director of the late 
Waterworks Company, and exerted himself in advocating 
its scheme for an enlarged supply to the town, which 
was opposed by the Corporation with a plan of their own. 
Both were rejected by the Parliamentary Committee after 
a large amount of money had been spent by both parties* 
In the end, the scheme of the company was adopted by 
the Corporation. Although a Conservative by birth and 
education, Mr. Band became an active member of the Anti- 
Com-Law League, and was selected to second the nomina- 
tion of Mr. Cobden for the West Biding. His intelligent 
and consistent advocacy of free-trade measures subjected 
him to much obloquy and some inconvenience from his Tory 
friends, but it secured for him the confidence of the Liberals. 
By their influence he was chosen as one of the first batch of 
aldermen elected after the incorporation of the borough, and 

K 
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he occupied a positioil on tibealdermanic bench nntil ihe 
year 1862. In accepting the office of mayor, Mr. Band 
deprecated the cnstom of giving expensive mayoral banqnets, 
which during his term of office were suspended. Mr. Band 
was a borough justice, and was on the commission for the 
riding, being most attentive to the duties. He was always 
a great opponent of the present licensing system, and 
especially of beerhouses. In all these walks of usefulness 
he served his generation creditably, and his name is remem- 
bered with respect by those who knew him during his public 
career. In his later years, Mr. Band lived a comparatively 
secluded life, mixing Uttie in society, and not at all in public 
affairs. Mr. Band was a sincere Churchman, and a zealous 
and liberal supporter of Church institutions. • He was never 
married. His death occurred in December, 1868, at his 
residence, Eirklands, Baildon, aged seventy-two. 

Mr. Band was succeeded by the late Mr. Samuel Smith, 
of Field Head House. 

The most important event which occurred during the 
three years' service of the last-named gentieman was the 
decision come to by the Corporation to call in the services 
of an engineer to report upon the best means of securing a 
better supply of water to the town, either by buying up the 
existing company or otherwise. The initiatory proceedings 
were taken upon a resolution submitted by Alderman Farrar 
at the Council meeting on September 20th, 1852. Mr. 
J. F. Bateman, C.E., of Manchester, was the engineer 
appointed, and he reported that for an outiay of d£220,000 
he could procure a supply of from 10,000,000 to 12,000,000 
gallons of water per day. The supply furnished at that 
time by the old company was about 600,000 gallons per 
day. The result was an application to Parliament, on the 
part of the Corporation, for powers to impound the waters 
of Keighley and Oakworth moors ; and also for powers to 
purchase or take on lease the existing plant of the Water- 
works Company. At the same time the company determined 
to apply for powers to enlarge their works of water supply 
by extending their scheme, and taking the waters of 
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Denholme Moor and Hewenden, conneeting the new snppty 
with ihe existing works at Ghellow Dean. Mr. W. H. 
Hndson, the town olerk, acted for the Corporation, and Mr. 
Jo : Thompson, solicitor, for the Company. 

A stout opposition was organised by the directors of the 
Waterworks Company to the scheme of the Corporation, in 
which Alderman Wm. Band, one of the Board of Directors, 
took a prominent part ; bnt he found a tongh opponent in 
Alderman Farrar, who, both in and out of the Council, bore 
the bnmt of the opposition to the Corporation scheme. The 
inhabitants of Keighley also entered a stoat and snccessM 
opposition to the Corporation project. Both schemes came 
before the same Parliamentary Committee in May, 1868, 
and both were thrown out, to the surprise of all concerned. 
Much antipathy on the part of the directors of the existing 
Waterworks Company was aroused. As it turned out, an 
omission had been made in inserting the proper legal notices 
in the newspapers, and this defect having been discovered 
by tiie directors of the company, an injunction was served 
upon the promoters of the Corporation scheme, the effect of 
which would have been to render them personally liable for 
the costs of the abortive application. The situation was, 
therefore, serious to the parties concerned, as a sum of 
£8000 had been incurred in the transaction. 

Immediately after the collapse of the opposing Bills in 
the session of 1853, both parties returned to the conflict, 
and each prepared a scheme with which to proceed to 
Parliament the following session. It was noticeable, however, 
that there was a lack of enthusiasm on the part of some of 
the members of the Corporation, and a positive objection 
on the part of others to risk another expensive contest, 
presumably because of the injunction hanging over them, 
and its ominous penalty of £8000. One reason for this 
holding back was, however, suggested by the possibility of 
coming to terms with the Waterworks Company, a course 
proposed by Mr. Bateman, the engmeer to the Corporation. 
The company found good friends in the Council in the 
ersons of Alderman Wm. Band, Mr. Joshua Pollard, and 
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Mr. H. W. Bipley, the latter being very prononnoed in his 
opimolx that private indiyiduals could carry ont a system of 
water supply better than the Council. It transpired that 
this theory had a practical application. When the Noyember 
notices of Parliamentary applications were issued, three had 
reference to the supply of water to Bradford, namely, the 
3cheme promoted by the Waterworks Company, that of the 
Corporation, and a scheme promoted by Messrs. Edward 
Ripley and Henry W. Ripley, for " better supplying certain 
portions of the townships of Bradford, Bowling, and Horton 
\yith water, and for power to enter certain streets and to 
levy water rents.** 

The schenie of the old Water Company, devised by Mr. 
John W. Leather, the engineer of the company, was 
considerably enlarged from that put forth in the previous 
session, proposing as it did to bring water from Barden 
and the Wharfe valley, in addition to the extension scheme 
iat Hewenden. The Coiporation, on its part, proposed 
to construct reservoirs at Ponden, Stanbury, Leeshaw, 
Leeming, and other places in Oxenhope, bringing the waters 
io a reservoir to be constructed on Chellow Heights, near 
Heaton ; and application was also made for powers to 
purchase the existing plant and interest of the Bradford 
Waterworks Company. 

The year closed without any alteration in the position of 
affairs, and, in the words of Mr. Edward Eenion, who 
favoured a conciliatory policy with the existing company, it 
appeared likely that '^ there would be another fight of the 
Xilkenny cats, involving an expenditure by three parties of 
some £20,000 for the emolument of lawyers and other 
professionals.*' However, in March, 1854, the war which 
Jiad so furiously waged on this question resulted in a 
treaty of peace, and an agreement was signed whereby the 
Corporation bound themselves not to oppose the company's 
Bill in Parliament, and to take over their plant, powers, and 
liabilities. The amounts agreed upon were as foUow: — 
To Water Company, £165,000; other liabilities, £61,194; 
)the Puke of Devonshire, £10,851; stamps, £1420; total, 
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£287,966. The company^ therefore, got all they had asked 
for, namely, £40 for each £20 share. The Corporation 
were also botind to carry out the agreement for the 
constmction of the proposed works at Barden, and the 
extension scheme at Hewenden, and to accept as engineer 
Mr. John W. leather in place of Mr. Bateman. In the 
latter part of the month the two Bills came before Parliiunenti 
and were sanctioned, the Royal Assent being obtained on 
the 3rd of Jnly following. The proceedings in Chancery, 
restraining the Comicil from indemnifying the promoters of 
the Corporation Bill, were also withdrawn. Messrs. Ripley 
also withdrew their Bill, and thus ended the great water 
controversy of 1864. 

In the following year a supplementary Act was passed 
authorising the Corporation to borrow money and to levy a 
separate rate towards meeting the liabilities of that body in 
their new undertaking, and a water rate of threepence in the 
pound was consequently levied. This additional Act was 
necessitated by a legal defect in the former Act, with regard 
to the power to borrow. After considerable negotiation the 
Corporation borrowed of the Bank of England the sum of 
£160,000 at 6 per cent, for five years, and smaller loans 
on debenture from shareholders of the old Waterworks 
Company. 

In thus endeavouring to preserve a continuity of narrative 
relating to the most important Parliamentary step which the 
Bradford Corporation ever took, we have necessarily been 
hurried forward to the exclusion of all other events happening 
during the remainder of the year 1862, and succeeding 
years. The history of that year comprised several attempts 
at street improvements, notably the acquisition of the 
triangular piece of ground called *' Spice Cake Corner,^* 
situate at Leeds Road end. This plot of land belonged to 
Mr. Titus Salt, and he was willing to part with it at a 
reasonable price; but no agreement could be arrived at 
between the Corporation and the adjoining property owners, 
and at one time there was a likelihood of this hmg of the 
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town being built npon. Ultimately the suggestion was 
made that a statue of the late Sir Robert Peel should be 
erected there. This suggestion was taken up with avidity, 
and the sequel proved a happy solution of the previous 
difficulty. The Peel statue was inaugurated in November, 
1866. It is eleven feet six inches in height, weighs 
upwards of two and a-half tons, and was oast in one solid 
piece of bronze by Messrs. Robinson & Cottom, of Pimlico. 

In the twelve months from May, 1852, to May, 1868, 
plans were sanctioned by the Council for 1440 dwelling 
houses, six chapels and schools, forty-eight mills and ware- 
houses, and 278 other erections ; and seventy-one new 
streets were determined on. From January, 1851, the total 
number of erections in the borough had been 8476, erected 
at a cost of half a million of money. 

Alderman Joshua Lupton died during February, 1862, 
at Torquay. Mr. Lupton was a native of Bradford, and for 
many years conducted an extensive business as woolstapler. 
At the same time he took a most active part in all the 
public business of the town, and as Commissioner under the 
Lighting and Watching Act, devoted his time and best 
energies to promote the comfort and welfare of his fellow- 
citizens. The patience, industry, zeal, and perseverance 
with which he engaged in all matters connected with the 
social interests of the town pointed him out as one most 
likely to occupy the highest posts of honour and usefulness. 
Accordingly, at the incorporation of the borough, he was 
chosen alderman, and immediately set to work with charac- 
teristic energy to carry out the important objects which the 
new Corporation was intended to secure. He was not long 
spared, however, to retain the office. 

The question of widening the thoroughfares of the town 
engaged the attention of the Council during the year 1868, 
and the Borough Surveyor made an elaborate plan, showing 
possible improvements, A strong contention arose on a 
proposal to do away with Cowgill Lane, Manningham, and 
lay out Marlborough Road, the owners offering the land in 
exchange for that constituting Cowgill Lane. This offer 
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was at first rejected, bat was subsequently accepted. The 
year 1863 was noted for the opening of St. George's Hall 
and the inaogoration of the tillage and works at Saltaire. 
During the year, the old Piece Hall, in Eirkgate, was also 
converted into a drapery establishment for Messrs. Lnmsden 
and Tindal. 

In the year 1864 bnilding regulations were introduced, 
intended to remedy fhe evils which had grown up during the 
period of rapid extension of the town. Up to this time there 
had been no restriction or restraint whatever upon the 
operations of builders of dwelling houses, which (so far as 
small dwellings were concerned) were almost invariably 
crowded together into the least possible space, and with the 
least possible convenience, in order to produce a maximum 
of rent for a minimum of outlay. Under this suicidal regime 
it was found that houses were being built without regard 
to air and ventilation, and in some cases the provision for 
common decency was wanting. The objections to this 
mode of building, and the evils arising out of it, were 
numerous, and of a character necessitating a stringent remedy. 
The regulations of 1864, however, while undoubtedly 
producing substantial and beneficial results, still allowed the 
erection of houses back-to-back, and in continuous rows. 
In 1864, out of 1401 plans sanctioned, 1070, or 769 per 
cent., were laid out upon that objectionable principle. The 
number of other plans passed during the year was 1669, 
which included 1401 dwelling houses and thirty-four ware- 
houses and mOls, and plans were also passed for sixty-eight 
new streets. A few improvements of thoroughfares were 
undertaken and completed in the year 1864, and during the 
year the borough surveyor, Mr. Shaw, completed his plans 
and estimates for the main trunk sewer so much needed. 

The initial steps towards the first improvement of Market 
Street were taken this year, when the property of the ladies 
of the manor, extending firom Bank Street to ''Bartie's 
Comer," and including the building known as the New Piece 
Hall, was let on lease to Messrs. Robert Milligan, M.P., 
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Thomas Buck, George Rogers, and John Bawson, solicitor, 
at a rental of J61000 a-year, for a term of ninety-nine years, 
with covenants to expend at least £20,000 in improvements 
thereon. 

In May, the new Cemetery at Undercliffe was opened for 
interment, and proved a most desirable boon, inasmuch as 
an Order in Council was just about to be issued, closing 
many of the burial-grounds in the town. During the same 
year, a large portion of Peel Park, which had been acquired 
by public subscription, was completed, and thrown open to 
the public for recreation purposes. 

The mayor, Samuel Smith, Esq., of Field House, retired 
from office in November, 1854, he having been the first 
burgess who had been called upon to sustain the mayoral 
dignity for three years in succession. During that triennial 
period the mayoral duties were discharged with a degree of 
efficiency which had not been exceeded. Mr. Smith's 
punctuality, integrity, and hospitality were proverbial* 
Elevated to the high and responsible office at a trying 
period, when the borough was undergomg a struggle for 
supremacy in respect to its water supply, he displayed a 
keen interest in matters generally affecting its welfare — 
municipally, commercially, and socially. Important as the 
borough had now become, its railway facilities were altogether 
inadequate, and Mr. Smith, anxious that more speedy means 
of communication should exist with the metropolis, took 
an active interest in procuring direct communication with 
Wakefield and Doncaster, thus bringing Bradford directiy 
into communication with the Great Northern system. It 
was during the first year of Mr. Smith's mayoralty that the 
foundation-stone of St. George's Hall was laid with Masonic 
honours, and he was Mayor in 1868, when the building was 
opened with a grand musical festival. Mr. Smith was the 
chief promoter of the St. George's Hall Company, and the 
first chairman, a post he held for many years. The Bradford 
Festival Choral Society was also established mainly through 
his influence, and, as its president, he gloried in thie^ proud 
position to which the society attained. Indeed his love of 
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mtudo was intense, and his skill and jadgment in musical 
matters were highly valued in quarters not restricted to this 
locality. Nor was Mr. Smith less skilful or less esteemed 
as a man of business. He was a native of Halifax, where 
he was bom in August, 1804. Whilst yet a young man, he 
removed to Bradford, and, with his brothers, founded the 
extensive dyeworks at Fieldhead, Thornton Road, which are 
still continued in the hands of a limited liability company, 
and in which two of his sons have a large interest. Mr. 
Smith was a man of sterling character, distinguished by 
strong common-sense, and enthusiastic in every good work 
to which he put his hand. It is needless to state that the 
exhibition of these qualities earned him the respect of his 
fellow-townsmen in an eminent degree. His death occurred 
at Gliffe Hill, Warley, where he had latterly resided, in July, 
1878, at the age of sixty-eight. 

The dignity of the mayoral office was considerably 
enhanced during Mr. Smith's occupation by the presentation, 
on the part of a number of influential townsmen, of a 
massive gold chain, to be worn by the mayor on municipal 
occasions. This badge of office is a beautiful specimen of 
the goldsmith's art ; the chain is of the '' ribbon " pattern, 
tied in the centre by a medallion, bearing the letters ''Y. B." 
reversed, and from this point is suspended the badge, which 
contains a crown, shield, and crest, surrounded by wreaths 
of oak leaves and other ornaments tastefully chased. The 
chain weighs twenty-nine and a-half ounces of solid gold, 
and cost £250. The presentation was made, on behalf 
of the subscribers, on October 24th, 1864. Mr. Smith 
was, within a week of that period, also formally presented 
with a full-length portrait of himself, painted by Sir J. W. 
Gordon, on behalf of a number of the shareholders of 
St. George's Hall. The picture has since been placed in 
the saloon of the hall. It need hardly be stated that this 
presentation was intended as some recognition of the services 
rendered by the recipient in originating the erection of the 
noble buil^g. 

Wm. Murgatroyd, Esq., succeeded Mr. Smith as Mayor. 
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In May, 1854, the Town Gonncil and the town gener&Hy 
Buffered loss by the decease of Mr. John Dale, who became 
connected with the Corporation in 1850 as councillor for the 
North Ward, and subsequently acted as Chairman of the 
Sanitary Committee. Previous to the incorporation, Mr. 
Dale had been a Commissioner, and in both capacities 
brought to bear that clearness of judgment and business-like 
aptitude which distinguished all his actions. Mr. Dale was 
a native of Bradford, and had grown with its growth. In 
his business as a bookseller he was at one time in partnership 
with Mr. Thomas Inkersley, formerly postmaster of Bradford. 
In 1885, Mr. Dale commenced business on his own account 
in Ivegate, and by his tact and uniform civility soon laid the 
foundation of a business which is still carried on by his 
son. Besides his municipal obligations, Mr. Dale made 
himself generally useful in other spheres. For many years 
he was secretary to the Mechanics' Institute, and he also 
formed one of the Board of Management of the Infirmary. 
Although a Nonconformist, he was unanimously elected 
churchwarden during the Church-rate controversy in 1841 — 
a selection which resulted from his having been previously 
subjected to much annoyance in withstanding legal proceed- 
ings in connection with the levying of Church-rates. 

The years 1855 and 1856 were marked by Uttle interest 
municipally, the principal event being the obtaining of the 
Supplementary Waterworks Act already alluded to. The 
transfer of the Waterworks to the Corporation during the 
first-named year led to the union of the two offices of borough 
surveyor and waterworks manager in one person, and Mr. C. 
Gott, late assistant-surveyor, was appointed to the office at a 
salary of £200 a-year, in place of Mr. £. W. Shaw, resigned. 

By the death of Alderman John Gordon, in August, 1856, 
a vacancy occurred in the aldermanic bench, which was 
supplied by the election of Mr. John Atkinson, a councillor 
of the North Ward. Mr. Gordon was much esteemed for his 
gentlemanly demeanour and the interest he took in municipal 
He was in practice as a surgeon in the town. 
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Alderman WilUam Moigatroyd retired from the mayoralty 
at the Gomioil meeting in Noyember, 1866, after two years' 
Berrice conscientiously given to the discharge of the duties, 
and his position was occupied by Alderman Henry Brown. 
The death of Mr. Mnrgatroyd occurred in April, 1865, in 
his seventieth year. Mr, Murgatroyd was a native of 
Bradford, having been bom in the neighbourhood of Alder- 
manbury in 1796. His father, Mr. Nathaniel Murgatroyd, 
with his partners, Bamsbotham and Swaine, erected the first 
worsted mill in Bradford, .namely, that in the Holme, 
Thornton Bead. At an early age the son started three 
spinning frames in a mill in Union Street in conjunction 
with Mr. Miles lUingworth, and by industry soon acquired 
a position in the staple trade of the town. In 1885, he 
retired from this business with a competency, but carried on 
for some years the less exciting trade of wool merchant. 
He erected the residence called Bankfield, Cottingley, and 
resided there up to the period of his decease. Mr. Murgatroyd 
was the first to see the importance and practicability of a 
railway line to Leeds by the Aire Valley, and threw himself 
with energy into the project. In 1846, he witnessed the 
success of his exertions, and subsequentiy took a leading 
interest in other railway projects. Although not to be 
regarded as a "popular" man in public estimation, he 
possessed great business aptitude and personal rectitude, 
and was an impartial supporter of the institutions of the 
town. He was both a borough and a county magistrate. 

The first steps towards providing for the manifest 
deficiency of burial accommodation in the borough were 
taken during the year 1857, by the attempt to constitute 
the Corporation the Burial Board. The Corporate body 
were almost compelled to take this course by the action of a 
small number of inhabitants having formed a Yestry Burial 
Board unknown to the Council generally. The Council 
was, however, constituted the Burial Board, and one of 
its first acts was to select a site for a cemetery for the 
borough. In response to an appeal, nine sites suitable for 
a cemetery were considered, and the following selection was 
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made, namely: — i?he Bowling Park estate, sixty acres; 
Lumby's land at Scholemoor, thirty acres ; Young's property 
in Thiefscore Lane, fourteen acres ; and Mr. F. S. Powell's 
land at Shearbridge, fifteen acres. Ultimately, the Council 
decided to adopt the Scholemoor site of thirty acres, at the 
price of dS4760. The estimate of purchasing and laying out 
the grounds was £11,700, and Mr. Gott, the borough 
surveyor, was entrusted with the execution of the works. 
The cemetery was not completed until August, 1860, and 
on the 4th of that month the portion appropriated to the 
Church of England was consecrated by the Bishop of Bipon. 
The total expenditure in connection with its construction to 
that period, including purchase of land, was dS10,449. 

Most serious consequences resulted, during the summer 
of 1858, from the insufficiency of the water supply to the 
borough. In the month of August the Corporation ceased 
altogether to supply water to its constituents ; the reservoirs 
were exhausted, and in all parts of the borough the greatest 
inconvenience was experienced by the entire cessation of the 
supply. Rich and poor were alike sobjected to priyation, 
and cottagers and rich men's servants were to be seen 
running about in ail directions begging for a drop of water 
to fill the kettle or to moisten the dough. The protracted 
drought was the cause of the collapse, and as yet no supply 
had been received from the new works. Indeed, the 
engineer's reports from that quarter told of delay and 
disappointment in the progress of the new reservoirs, 
especially those at Barden and Grimwith, and ofiEered no 
encouragement of any supply from those sources for a long 
period. The bankruptcy of the original contractors of the 
Barden works necessitated the re-letting of the contract at 
Barden to Mr. Lapish, of Shipley. Meanwhile, Messrs. 
Bipley's supply, the terms for which had previously been 
agreed upon, was called into requisition, and several mill^ 
owners, having bore-holes upon their premises, generously 
allowed the Corporation barrels to be filled for distribution 
in the town. 
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Dimiig the year 1858 the Waterworks Extension Act 
was passed, the necessity for which had been foreseen and 
Jii^oyided for daring the preceding year. By this Act the 
Corporation obtained Parliamentary sanction to extend the 
^rea of supply, to increase the borrowing powers on water- 
works acconnt for the purpose of bringing the waters from 
Thornton Moor to supply the higher parts of the borough, 
and to form what has since been called the ''High-level 
district of supply.'' The Denholme and Thornton Moor 
parts of the scheme of 1854 were separated from the 
rest of the works for the purpose of providing an independent 
supply for this high district ; powers were obtained, to 
make the tunnel 698 yards long under Well Heads, at 
Thornton, and to lay down a new high-level main conduit, 
some 18,000 yards in length, from the Stubden reservoir 
through Thornton, Clayton, Oreat Horton, Bankfoot, and 
Dudley Hill to Undercliffe. The conduit from Stubden to 
Hewenden, as designed in 1853, was at the same time 
abandoned. The area within which the Corporation might 
supply water outside the borough was, by the Act of 1858, 
made to include the following places, namely: — Bumsall, 
Draughton, Silsden, Morton, Wilsden, Heaton, Wibsey, 
Denholme, Allerton, Thornton, Clayton, North Bierley, 
Addingham, Tyersal, Pudsey, Eccleshill, Calverley, and 
Bolton. 

During the year 1858 an important alteration was made 
in the superintendence of the roads and paved streets of the 
borough. The borough was divided into four divisions, one 
of which embraced the whole of the paved streets and the 
other three the macadamised roads. Mr. John Gill having 
Tesigned his office, Mr. John Margerison was appointed in 
charge of the first division, while three district superin- 
tendents took charge of the other. 

In April of this year, Mr. Joseph Smith, land agent, 
died at his residence, Horton Lane. In his own profession 
AS well as in public affairs, Mr. Smith had occupied a 
somewhat conspicuous position in Bradford. He was bom 
,in. the year 1800, at Scboles, Cleckheaton, where his father, 
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Joseph Smith, maltster, of Quaker descent, inherited 
property which had been in the family for 800 years. Mr. 
Smith commenced practice as a surveyor in 1821, while still 
resident at Scholes, bnt in 1827 removed to Bradford, and 
attained a leading position as surveyor and land agent, 
having for clients gentlemen of standing like John Hustler, 
Bichard Fawcett, the Rev. Godfrey Wright, &c. In 1824, 
he became steward of the Fitzgerald estates of Boldshay, 
and other properties belonging to that family, which appoint- 
ment is still held by his son, Mr. George Belk Smith. He 
designed the Bradford and Eccleshill turnpike, opened in 
1826, also the Leeds and Halifax road, and made the 
surveys for a projected railway to Halifax in 1835, besides 
other railway projects. He was also engaged as surveyor 
for the Bradford Improvement Act, which collapsed in 1829. 
Mr. Smith was elected a Commissioner under the Lighting 
and Watching Act in 1827, and was one of the most active 
members of that body ; indeed, with one exception, he 
attended more meetings than any other Commissioner. In 
that capacity he took a zealous interest in obtaining the 
Charter of Incorporation, and when the borough became 
incorporated he was created an alderman, and so continued 
until the year 1868. 

In June, 1859, the town was again subjected to a 
considerable amount of devastation in consequence of the 
thunderstorm and flood which prevailed on the 6th of the 
month. Along the Hall Ings, Bowling Green, and Tyrrel 
Street, the water was a yard in depth, and the amount of 
damage to property, estimated at £40,000, was never 
greater on any previous occasion. Happily this was the last 
flood which had the opportunity to work such dire results. 
The proposed drainage works, which had been talked 
about for a year or two previous, were now felt to be a real 
necessity, and greater interest attached to the special report 
on the subject prepared by Mr. Gott, the borough surveyor. 
This report, prepared according to instructions received from 
the Council, presented a scheme for the complete sewering 
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of the borongb, which np to this period had been without 
drainage upon any comprehensive plan. The scheme 
provided for the drainage of the whole of the covered or 
popidated portions of the borongh, the whole of the twenty- 
seven districts or areas into which the scheme was divided 
discharging their sewage into a main ontMl which had its 
terminns below the site of the present railway station at 
Manningham. On account of the flat and contracted 
formation of the centre of the town, it was necessary to 
provide drains of large dimensions^ and the whole system 
of main arterial sewers was formed independently of the 
existing drains and of the Bradford Beck. The sewers 
varied from three feet to eight feet in height. The report 
of the sub-committee, founded on the scheme and estimate 
of the Borough Surveyor^ was approved by the Council in 
August, 1861, and a supplementary report in September, 
1862. The works were commenced forthwith, the period 
of construction extending over several years. 

The National Association for the Promotion of Social 
Science held its session in Bradford in October, 1859, under 
the presidency of Lord Brougham, when a hearty reception 
was given to the Association by the inhabitants of Bradford. 
Valuable papers were read by local gentlemen, bearing 
especially upon the material and social interests of the town. 
Among these were the Town Clerk (Mr. W. H. Hudson), 
the Bev.. Canon Fawcett, Mr. John James, Dr. Macturk, 
Dr. Beaumont, Mr. J. V. Godwin, Mr. Daniels, Q.C., Mrs. 
Fanny Hertz, Dr. Whitteron, Mr. Robert Baker, Mr. John 
Bawson, Mr. Thomas Haigh, Mr. J. A. Binns, Mr, M. 
Balme, Mr. Bobert Leach, Mr. D. M'Bumie, &c. 

Mr. William Leveratt resigned his appointment as Chief 
Constable in April, 1859, having held the position since the 
year 1848. He was generally regarded as a conscientious 
officer. Out of thirteen candidates, Mr. F. W. Grauhan, 
of Leeds, was appointed at the salary of £250 per annum, 
and at the same time the Fire Brigade was placed in his 
charge. Mr. Joseph Hudson was made the acting superin- 
tendent of the brigade in 1859. 
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The death of Alderman Beaumont in October, 1869, 
ereated very general regret. Alderman Beanmont undoubtedly 
occupied a prominent position in the town daring his long 
connection with it in a public capacity— for twenty-three 
years as a commissioner, and eleven years as an alderman. 
Almost from the period of incorporation he had been 
chairman of the Sanitary Committee, and brought to bear 
much professional knowledge and zeal in the discharge of 
the duties of the office. Almost his last act was the reading 
of a paper before the Social Science Association in Bradfordi 
on the improved sanitary condition of the borough, founded 
upon statistics showing the beneficial effects of corporate 
management. Alderman Beaumont was bom at Castle 
Doningtbn, in Leicestershire, in 1796, and came to Bradford 
in the year 1822, having previously resided at Quiseley. 
The doctor was accounted very skilful in his profession, 
eB{>ecially in the department of operative surgery. He was 
also endowed with rare oratorical gifts, which he was rather 
vam of displaying. He had, howeveri an extraordinary 
command of language,' an acute power of sarcasm, and did 
good service to any cause which he undertook to advocate. 
Especially was he at home on the temperance question, and 
took a leading part in the formation of the Bradford 
Temperance Society in 1880 — the first of its kind in 
England. Alderman Beaumont died very suddenly of disease 
of the heart. 

Alderman Brown retired in November, 1869, from his 
three years' term of office, during which he had well earned 
the designation of the " Model Mayor." Mr. Brown was 
a native of Bradford, having been bom near the premises 
in Market Street in which he afterwards carried on a 
prosperous business as draper and clothier. He was elected 
a member of the Corporation in the year 1847, and imme- 
diately commenced to take an active part in municipal 
business. Commencing his corporate career as an alderman 
of the West Ward, he retained that position until the year 
1871, when advancing years induced him to retire. Mr. 
Brown was the seventh Mayor of the borough, and was one 
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of tlie tliiee idio up to tbai pmod had been edled to fill 
that office tlnee yeais in saeeession. Neither before nor 
since has the mayoral office been filled with greater seal and 
assiduity. Not only in the discharge of his mayoral and 
magisterial daties was Mr. Brown assidaoos, bat he was 
ready to giye the benefit of his services to any canse worthy 
the hononr of his patronage. It was stated at the time that 
Mr. Brown had presided at more pnblie meetings and 
gatherings of a social natore than any preTions Mayor. 
Simple and temperate in his personal tastes, the fiishion which 
had previously prevuled of giving expensive mayoral dinners 
v^as objectionable to him, and he warned the Conncil in foil 
assembly that he intended to abolish the practice during his 
term of office. In taking this course he v^as actuated by no 
feelings of parsimony. Ample proof of the trathfulness of 
this statement existed in the fact that instead of a dinner 
he presented each year a subscription of one hundred guineas 
to start an institution for the relief of dj^cayed tradesmen. 
From this sprang the Bradford Tradesmen's Benevolent 
Institution. Mr. Brown was the first governor of that 
institution, and retained that position until bis death, his 
own contributions to its funds during that period being 
considerable. He was also a liberal contributor towards 
the funds of local charities and religious associations. In 
addition to this, he was a zealous educationalist, one of 
his latest public acts being the gift of £6000 towards the 
endowment of scholarships at the Bradford Grammar School. 
By his will legacies amounting to £26,000 w^e available 
for charitable -purposes. Mr. Brown was placed upon the 
Borough Commission in 1867, and proved himself a con- 
siderate and judicious administrator of the law. He was one 
of the promoters of the Undercliffe Cemetery, and was the 
chairman of the company. In politics he was a steady Liberal, 
and in religious matters an attached Congregationalist. Mr. 
Brown died in March, 1878, in his seventy-fifth year. 

In October, 1860, the Council approved of regulations 
which in effect prohibited the erection of back-to-back 
houses, and demanded that '' every building to be used as a 
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dwelling-honse shall have in the rear, or at the side thereof, 
an open space adjoining, to the extent of at least 150 
square feet." By this bye-law an end was pat to the erection 
of long rows of back-to-back bonses, and to many of the 
eyils and objections which were beyond the reach of the 
regulations previously in force. The effect of the enforcement 
of these bye-laws was made manifest about two years after- 
wards, when a storm of opposition arose, chiefly instigated 
by the class of speculative builders in the town. Id 
consequence, a special report was presented on the subject 
by a cominittee appointed for the purpose, containing the 
result of inquiries instituted by the Borough Surveyor into 
the matter ; but the decision of the committee was that no 
evidence had been laid before it justifying any modification 
of the bye-laws so vigorously objected to. The subject, 
however, was made a test question at the elections in 1864-5, 
the result being that a concession was made in favour of the 
builders, and since that time ^' back-to-back *' houses have 
been allowed, with passages between each successive pair of 
dwellings. In 1870 supplementary bye-laws were passed 
regulating the erection of buildings, the width of streets, &c. 

The unusually wet season of 1860, which was one of a 
most exceptional character, scarcely a fine day occurring 
throughout nine months of the year, had the effect of enabling 
the Corporation to obtain a supply of water from the new 
works in the Wharfe valley, although no entire section had 
been completed. The fall of rain during twelve months, as 
registered by the gauge at Chellow, was 89*26 inches, while 
for the year ending September, 1859, it was 82*04 inches, 
and for the year ending September, 1858, 21'81 inches. 
Notwithstanding this apparently untoward season, the health 
of the town showed a marked improvement upon previous 
years. The total number of deaths within the borough was 
2860, or 842 fewer than in the preceding year, representing 
a death-rate of 18*0 per thousand inhabitants, against 20*8 
in the previous year, which was itself low. 

Alderman Isaac Wright was re-elected Mayor for the 
municipal year 1860-61. . 
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In July, 1861, the Conncil was deprived of the services 
of the Town Clerk, Mr. William Hector Hudson, whose 
death occurred at the early age of thirty-eight years. Mr. 
Hudson was a native of Bradford, his father, Mr. William 
Hudson, having been a solicitor in the town. Upon the 
death of his father, in 1848, Mr. W. H. Hudson was 
articled to his uncle, Mr. John . Beid Wagstaff, and in 
1851 he became Town Clerk on the resignation of Mr. 
John Rawson. His appointment to this office arose in part 
from the high opinion which had been formed of his talents 
and fitness for the post, and partly as a tribute to the 
memory of his father, who, in conjunction with Mr, J. A. 
Cooper, the first Town Clerk, contributed greatly towards 
obtaining a charter of incorporation for Bradford. From 
the moment that the young official received his appointment, 
he being then only in his twenty-eighth year, he threw 
himself heart and soul into his professional duties, and by 
his gentle yet firm demeanour succeeded in calming many 
a boisterous discussion in the Council Chamber, while in no 
respect were the interests of the borough allowed to sufier 
at his hands. He had scarcely been installed into office 
when the proceedings already narrated in connection with 
obtaining a more efficient supply of water to the town 
commenced, and upon him rested the responsibility of 
concluding the bargain with the old Waterworks Company, 
and the passage of the Corporation Waterworks Act of 1854 
through Parliament. Mr. Hudson was possessed of consider- 
able literary ability, and had a lofty intellect and good heart. 
On the death of his uncle, Mr. Wagstaff, Mr. Hudson 
succeeded to his business as solicitor, and took Mr. John 
Darlington into partnership. Many years before his death 
Mr. Hudson broke a blood vessel, but by the exercise of 
great care he was- able to continue his duties until the 
autumn of 1860, when he obtained permission to sojourn in 
the south of France for six months. The benefit he received 
there was not permanent, and he died soon alter the 
resumption of his duties, his death being regarded as a 
conmion calamity. 
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After the death of the Town Clerk, a special committee 
of the Council reported in favour of his successor being 
both clerk and legal adviser of the Corporation, at a clear 
annual salary of £800, he being allowed to carry on private 
practice as a solicitor. Upon these terms Mr. Joseph 
Bayner, solicitor, of Brighouse, was appointed successor to 
Mr. Hudson. Mr. W. T. McGowen, the present Town 
Clerk, then Deputy Town Clerk of Liveipool, was also 
proposed for the office, and his candidature was supported 
by an influential section of the Corporation. 

The greatest disgrace that can befall a Corporation 
overtook Bradford this year — it went begging for a mayor ! 
Jilted by one alderman, Mr. John MitcheD, who, it was 
said, coquetted with the o£fer until it was too late to decide 
upon a successor at the usual private meeting, the mayoralty 
was successively o£fered to Alderman Thompson, Alderman 
H. Brown, the existing Mayor, Alderman Isaac Wright, 
Alderman William Rand, and Alderman Joseph Farrar, but 
all of them declined. Alderman Band, in desperation, 
suggested that the Council should compel the aldermen to 
accept the office by seniority, and accordingly proposed that 
Mr. Joseph Farrar be the Mayor, adding that the Council 
should compel him by mandamus to serve. In this strait, 
Mr. Wright agreed to take the office for the third time, and 
thus the undignified position was got over. 

During the year, the Police Superannuation Fund, 
established under the Police Act of 1859, came into 
operation. The force then consisted of two superintendents 
at £80 per year each ; two inspectors at twenty-seven 
shillings per week each ; one process-server, twenty-five 
shillings ; one coroner's officer, twenty-four shillings ; seven 
first-class sergeants, twenty-three shillings; three second- 
class sergeants, twenty-one shillings; forty-nine first-class 
constables, nineteen shillings ; thirty-two second-class con- 
stables, eighteen shillings ; twenty-one third-class constables, 
seventeen shillings; total, 118 men. The Superannuation 
Fund, created by deductions of 2^ per cent, upon the wages 
of the police force, now amounts to £12,074. 
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The limits of the Bradford water Bupply were extended 
by an Act passed in May, 1862, and by the same Act, the 
period for completing the existing works was lengthened, 
and the borrowing powers of the Corporation were increased. 
Under the latter powers the Corporation obtained leave to 
borrow £100,000, in addition to the £650,000 already 
acquired for waterworks purposes in former Acts, and to 
do away with certain limitations as to the minimum price 
of water sold in bulk to places outside the borough. This 
restriction had been imposed in the Act of 1858, and was 
in great measure intended to protect the interests of the 
borough of Leeds ; but now it was decided to leave the 
charge open to mutual arrangement, resulting in actual 
practice in the price being fixed generally at sixpence per 
thousand gallons. 

In addition to the out-townships named in the Act of 
1858, the Corporation obtained powers to include in its area 
of supply Bingley, Eeighley, Shipley, Windhill, Idle, 
Apperley, Tong, Hunsworth, Gomersal, and Cleckheaton. 
The opponents of the Bill were Shipley and Leeds. The 
Shipley Local Board having, in 1854, made provision by 
separate works not only for supplying its own wants but 
those of the neighbouring village of Windhill, protested 
against either of those places being included in the 
Corporation Bill, while the opposition of Leeds was more 
inveterate and far less reasonable. Its chief fear was that 
Bradford would so tap the waters of the Wharfe and the 
Aire that Leeds might at some day be lefb dry-mouthed ! 
The clauses relating to both Shipley and Windhill were, 
however, left in the Bill, the right of Shipley to continue to 
supply Windhill during the remainder of the unexpired lease 
of twenty-one years being protected. This lease expired in 
September, 1879, when the local authority of WindhiU 
made terms with the Corporation for a supply of water. 
The passage of the Bill through Parliament disposed of the 
dog-in-the-manger policy of Leeds, and Bradford was 
permitted to advance another stage in its grand scheme of 
water supply. 
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Although under the fii^t- local Act, the bye-laws of the 
Municipal Act, as well as the Act of 1860, the consumption 
of smoke from engine chimneys had been deemed ill^al, 
nothing.had as yet been done to enforce either the consump- 
tion or the diminution of smoke. In accordance with a 
resolution of the Council passed in March, 1862, however, 
the Sanitary Committee reported the result of inquiries 
made as to the working of various apparatus in Bradford 
and other places, but left the matter in the hands of the 
Council. Accordingly, a proposal made in August of that 
year to appoint a smoke inspector provoked an animated 
discussion, and it was decided to appoint such an officer by 
a majority of twenty-six to eight. The subject, however, 
was not disposed of without a strong protest on the part of 
some members of the Council, who urged that it was like 
''killing the goose with the golden egg" to impose any 
restrictions calculated to harass the manufacturing interest. 

Alderman Isaac Wright retired in November, 1862, 
from his three years' service as Mayor, having given 
evidence of his capacity as a thoroughly practical public 
servant, Mr. Wright was a native of Bradford, having been 
bom in Westgate, in October, 1801. He was brought up 
to the wool business, and by hard plodding and unswerving 
rectitude established a profitable trade as a stapler of English 
wools. . His industry and business aptitude also proved of 
great service in the public affairs of bis native town. He 
was one of the principal members of the executive of the 
Bradford Exchange Buildings and News Boom, jmd was 
treasurer for upwards of twenty years. For services rendered 
by him in this capacity, Mr, Wright had three presentations 
of plate made to him. The first, consisting of three pieces 
of massive silver, was presented to him by the shareholders 
of the company, in the year 1847 ; another service in 1860, 
and again in September, 1867, upon the close of the old 
Exchange Buildings, Piccadilly, and the opening of the 
present Exchange. Mr. Wright was a devoted member of 
the Church of England, and rendered good service for many 
years as churchwarden at the Bradford Parish Church. In 
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NoYember, 1856, he was presented with a silver centre-piece 
by a number of his fellow-parishioners after nine years' 
SQccessive tenure in the above office. He was also a good 
working member of the Board of Management of the Infirmary. 
As a member of the Corporation, Mr. Wright exhibited an 
intelligent appreciation of the increasing requirements of the 
town, and he took part in many negotiations of importance to 
its interests. He was elected a councillor for the North Ward 
in 1848, the year after the incorporation, and represented the 
ward until November, 1853, when he was made an alderman, 
Mr. Wright was appointed chairman of the Waterworks 
Committee at the commencement of the great water con- 
troversy in 1852, and he continued to hold that office 
until the year 1861. In the year 1859 the mayoral dignity 
was conferred upon him, and he was re-elected in 1860, and 
again in 1861. It was during his last year of office that 
he represented Bradford at the South Kensington Exhibition 
of 1862, and he was one of the deputation who presented a 
dress-piece of Bradford manufacture to the Princess of Wales 
on the occasion of her marriage. Mr. Wright continued an 
alderman of the borough until the year 1865, when he 
retired from corporate life. His death occurred in August, 
1872, he being then in his seventy-first year. A noble 
monument was raised to his memory in 1877, by his widow, 
Mrs. EUza Wright, and surviving son, Mr. John Cockshott 
Wright, in the erection of thirteen houses forming a portion 
of the Tradesmen's Home at Lilycroft, Manningham, at a 
cost of £7000. 

The gentleman appointed to succeed Aldennan Wright 
in the mayoral office was Alderman M. W. Thompson. 
Some opposition was made to the proposal on the ground 
that he was a brewer, but general testimony was offered to 
the impartiality of Mr. Thompson's conduct in the discharge 
of his duties as chairman of the Watch Committee, and in 
connection with other corporate business. Upon a division 
Mr. Thompson's election was carried by thii*ty-three votes 

to four, and he took the declaration and served the office 
for one year. 
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The year 1868 fonnd the Coancil in earnest in respect 
to street improvements. In February an official inqoiry 
was instituted by Mr. Banger, Government inspector, into 
the scheme instituted by the Corporation, preliminaiy to an 
application to Parliament for power to deal with Tyrrel 
Street, Market Street, Westgate, Eirkgate, and Well Street, 
and to make new streets from Bank Street to Eirkgate, 
Westgate to Thornton Bead, also from Westgate to Darley 
Street, across the Green Market. Among other defects 
of the existing street arrangements there was no dii*ect 
continuous line of thoroughfare across the town in any 
direction. With the view of obviating this defect, it was 
proposed to carry Market Street forward to the foot of 
Manchester Bead, making Market Street sixteen yards in 
width, and taking off the elbow which existed at the north 
end of the street opposite the Midland Station, and it was 
proposed to continue Lower Cheapside forward to Brook 
Street. The widening of the top of Eirkgate, known as 
*' the Strait," was also undertaken, after many futUe attempts 
had been made by private negotiation. 

These very desirable improvements were the result of 
recommendations made by special improvement committees 
presented to the Council in August, 1862, and September, 
1868. The property was acquired by private arrangement 
or by arbitration. The proposal to make the new street from 
Bank Street to Eirkgate fell through at the time, on account 
of Messrs. Paley and Mason requiring so much for their land. 

These and other improvements of a similar character were 
not without effect upon the value of property in the borough. 
The warehouse known as " Craven & Harrop's," at the 
junction of Charles Street and Hall Ings, was sold for 
£16,000, after having been withdrawn at auction four years 
before at many thousand pounds less. The '' Waterloo 
Mill" property was also withdrawn at the same sale at 
£16,000. A few years later, Messrs. Schuster's stuff 
warehouse was in the market, the site of which was valued 
at £20 a yard. In 1886, Mr. Leo Schuster, the first foreign 
merchant who erected premises in the town, gave twenty-five 
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shillingB -A yard for the land, which was considered an 
extrayagant price. Daring the year 1863, the Victoria 
Hotel Company was launched witii a capital of £40,000, 
the site of the hotel, as first proposed, being a plot of 
gronnd bonnded by Ghnrch Bank, Well Street, and Currer 
Street. The Bawson's Arms Inn was also converted into 
premises for the District Banking Company. 

The principal national event of the year 1863 was, 
undoubtedly, the marriage of the Prince of Wales, when the 
loyalty of EngUshmen found expression in many ways. In 
Bradford the most elaborate attempt at a public illumination 
which had hitherto been achieved was made. In this 
movement the initiative was taken by the Corporation, led 
by the Mayor, Mr. M. W. Thompson, who entered most 
heartily into the movement. The marriage festivities were 
commenced in the town on Saturday, the 7th of March, 
the day of the arrival of the Princess, and were continued 
on the Tuesday following, in most inauspicious weather. 
Nevertheless, a procession, said to number 15,000 persons, 
formed in Peel Park, where two trees were planted by 
the Mayor, and named the '' Albert Edward Oak " and 
*' Alexandra Elm," and the park was declared free from 
debt, the small remnant of £500 being met by the gift of 
the Mayor supplemented by contribution^ received on the 
ground.* The proceedings of the 10th of March, however, 
were utteriy spoilt by the miserable weather which prevailed 
all day and during the evening. Nevertheless, the town was 
quite ablaze with illumination, which was kept up throughout 
the week. An exquisite silver vase was presented to the 
Mayor, Mr. Thompson, by the ladies of Bradford, in 
recognition of the spirited part taken by him on this 
occasion. 

Mr. Joseph Farrar, of Atha Villa, was elected Mayor 
on the retirement of Mr. Thompson in November. 

* Peel Fwk waa Anally haaded over to the CSorporation on November 7t]i« 
1868. It eontains flf^-abc aoree, partly sitoate in Bolton township, and is not 
forpaaaed in pictoreaqiie appearance or popularity by any of the three publio 
parks whioh have sinoe been purchased by the Corporation for the use of the 
pnUio. 
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Mr. Charles Rhodes died daring this year. His con- 
nection wiih the Town Council dated from the period of 
the incorporation in August, 18479 when he was elected 
councillor for the North Ward* For this ward he remained 
a councillor until November, 1849, when he was returned 
for the West Ward in the room of Alderman Farrar, who 
had been elevated to the aldermanic bench. He retired 
from the Council at the elections in November, 1858. So 
elevated were Mr. Bhodes's friends upon his election for the 
West Ward, in November, 1849, that he was triumphantly 
chaired round the principal streets of the borough — a species 
of jubilation which quite accorded with Mr. Bhodes's own 
sense of the humorous. His generosity in dealing with 
the Corporation in connection with the Lower Cheapside 
improvement has been already referred to ; as an example of 
public disinterestedness it has, unfortunately, led to few 
imitations. He also purchased and transferred to the 
guardians of the Bradford Union the site of the present 
Workhouse in Horton Lane, the price being three shillings 
and sixpence per yard. Mr. Bhodes's speculative enterprise, 
however, left him substantial results upon other occasions. 
About the same period he speculated in the purchase of the ' 
Duffield Hall estate in Goodman's-end, which he turned 
to good account, and he was concerned in other profitable 
undertakings. His praiseworthy endeavours in swelling the 
funds of the Bradford Infirmary are chronicled in the annals 
of that institution. Along with Dr. Outhwaite and one or 
two others, he was instrumental in commencing the building 
fund for the present Infirmary building, and subsequentlyi 
by means of sermons preached by him, as well as oratorios, 
concerts, i&c, promoted by him, Mr. Rhodes was able to 
hand over to the Infirmary funds a sum of upwards of 
£1000. Mr. Bhodes was also a friend of his poorer 
townsmen in a thoroughly practical sense. As a Poor Law 
Guardian he was the first to institute the giving of a 
Christmas dinner to the inmates of the Workhouse — a custom 
which has ever since been observed— and during the 
troublous and depressed period of 1848*9 he originated the 
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idea of sonp kitchens, which were the means of alleviating 
much distress. Indeed there were few public movements in 
Bradford in which *' Charley Bhodes/* as he was familiarly 
termed, had not a hand. He was a Primitive Methodist, 
and of great assistance to that body, both as local preacher 
and in financial matters. Mr. Bhodes was a native of 
Allerton, but came to Bradford at an early age, and after 
considerable buffeting with the world, he established a 
.snccessful business as painter, decorator, and china merchant. 
His death occurred in July, 1863, in the sixty-seventh year 
of his age. 

During the year 1864 the supply of water to the town 
was regular and abundant, and agreements were entered 
into for supplies being furnished to several out-townships. 
Grimwitfa Reservoir was finally completed, but the Barden 
and Doe Park reservoirs proved to be defective. The work 
of curing these defects was undertaken by the Waterworks 
Manager, Mr. Charles Gott, and it is satisfactory to state 
that no cause for uneasiness has since existed. 

The adoption of the Baths and Wash-houses Act by the 
Council in 1864 culminated in the adaptation of the premises 
erected by the old Waterworks Company in Thornton Bead, 
for the purpose of baths and wash-houses, which, with 
additions, cost about £7000. The baths were declared open 
in July, 1865. 

During the year 1864, Mr. James Harris, of Blackburn, 
was appointed Borough Accountant. 

The foundation-stone of the new Exchange was laid by 
Lord Palinerston on August 9th, 1864. The building was 
not erected without arousing much contention. First, when 
the site was cleared it was urged that it should remain an 
open space, and a subscription was commenced for attaining 
that result. It was stated that the area comprised 1821 
square yards, and it was estimated that d£25,000 would be 
required to release the ground and pay out the Exchange 
Company, whose property it was. This sum it was proposed 
to raise by subscription, a decided feeling being expressed 
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against any portion of the cost being levied upon the 
ratepayers. A subscription was accordingly opened, and the 
names of Messrs. Titus Salt, Sons & Co., M. W. Thompson, 
John Priestman, and Thomas Firth appeared for the sum of 
£600 each ; Messrs. A. & S. Henry, J. Wade & Sons, and 
George Hodgson for £2S0 each ; and others for' J6100 each. 
The total sum realised, however, did not reach one-half the 
amount required, and the project inevitably fell through. 
Then followed the '* battle of the styles,'* in which the 
lovers of pure Gothic contended for a design in accordance 
with their ideas, but ultimately the directors of the 
Exchange Company selected the one sent in by Messrs. 
Lockwood & Mawson, described as '' Venetian Gotliic, freely 
treated,'' the cost of the erection being £27,000. 

The erection of this imposing pile, in which Bradford 
merchants most do congregate, had the effect of sweeping 
away two familiar landmarks, one of them being the old 
Market House, of which a sketch is given in an earlier part 
of this work ; the other being known in later times as 
^^ Bartle's Comer," but to a former generation as the 
Bradford Assembly Booms, which premises were erected by 
the late Benjamin Bawson, Esq., lord of the manor. The 
lower storey was open, and was used as a butter market; 
the upper storey was then one large hall, which was intended 
for a theatre for Mr. Thompson, a local actor of some 
repute, and manager of the company which exhibited them- 
selves for the entertainment of the play-going public of that 
day. Its career as a theatre was short-lived. A Wesleyan 
minister named Stoner happened to be located at Bradford 
about the time, and he, by his powerful preaching, was 
instrumental in awakening a great religious revival, one 
effect of which was the emptying of Mr. Thompson's 
theatre. The manager hereupon travestied the preacher, 
and brought out a piece entitled *' The Methodist Parson," 
in which the extravagances of the revivalists were made 
much more extravagant. People were horrified at this 
meddling with sacred things, and '' empty benches " became 
a fixed rule. The consequences could not be averted. Poor 
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Thompson got into difiScnlties, and the theatre fell into 
disuse, except that now and thiBn it was used as an assembly 
room for a concert or a balL When the new Market was 
built in the gardens of the Manor Hall, the butter market 
was transferred, and 'the building of which we are writing 
was turned into shops and piece rooms. Of the shops, the 
most popular was the pastrycook's at the apex, for many 
years in the occupation of Mr. Timothy BarUe, and, as the 
original destination of the building was forgotten, it very 
naturally came to be universally known by its modem 
appellation of *' Bartle's Comer ! " 

The death of Alderman Edward Eenion occurred in 
March, 1864, in the fifty-third year of his age. For years he 
had taken an honourable and prominent part in the affairs 
of the town, during which he had been a member of the 
Council for Manningham Ward. He was elevated to the 
aldermanic bench in 1862. Mr. Eenion was also a valuable 
member of the Chamber of Commerce, and had great 
prominence on Liberal platforms, where his eamest, well- 
considered opinions found expression in utterances which 
always commanded attention. He was equally energetic 
in promoting movements connected with the Independent 
denomination. Mr. Eenion was bom at Teadon, and came 
to Bradford about 1836, when he commenced business as 
a woolstapler. In 1843 he joined the late Mr. Joseph 
nUngworth — a partnership which continued until his death. 
Mr. John Schofield was elected to supply the vacancy upon 
the aldermanic bench caused by his decease. 

Alderman Joseph Farrar retired from the mayoral office 
in November, but up to within a brief period of his decease, 
in May, 1878, he remained a most useful member of the 
Town Council. Mr. Farrar was a member of the old Board 
of Highway Commissioners, and he was one of the most 
indefatigable promoters of the movement for obtaining a 
Charter of Incorporation for the borough. When that 
important boon was obtained he was returned a councillor 
for the West Ward, in conjunction with Mr. John Bawson, 
and was made an alderman of the borough in November, 
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1849. Having been ont of the Council a short time he was 
again elected to the aldermanic bench in 1859, and in 
November, 1868, he took his seat as Mayor. As a member 
of the Corporation, Mr. Farrar rendered valuable service in 
obtaining the early Improvement Acts of 1849 and 1861, 
and was most indefatigable in obtaining a supply of water 
for the borough. He became the chief exponent of the 
scheme of the Corporation, and the defender of that body 
in its contention with the Bradford Waterworks Company in 
186S and 1864. He officiated as chairman of the Building 
and Improvement Committee for some years, and was also 
chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee. 
In the general management of corporate business, Mr. 
Farrar proved himself to be a very gourmand for work, and 
so completely acquainted himself with the details of the 
various departments that he became, as it were, master 
of the situation. His superior knowledge of municipal 
business commanded respect if not popularity, and no 
member of the Corporation was more entitled to the 
mayoral dignity that was conferred upon him. Mr. Farrar 
was also placed upon the commission of the peace for the 
borough in 1864. In addition to his labours in connection 
with town's affairs, Mr. Farrar was equally indefatigable in 
procuring for the town the benefits accruing from a mechanics' 
institution, of which he was one of the promoters, and for 
many years officiated as secretary to the struggling institution. 
The first building erected as a mechanics' institute in Leeds 
Boad owed its origin, in a great measure, to his exertions. 
Mr. Farrar retired from the position of alderman in 1871, 
and died, as above stated, in his seventy-third year. 

The question of purchasing the manorial rights of 
Bradford from the ladies of the manor occupied the attention 
of the Council during the year 1866, and in September a 
motion was made by Alderman FaiTar to the effect that — 

llie Council make application to Parliament for an Act enabling 
Miss Elizabeth Bawson, tbe lady of the manor, to grant, and the 
Corporation to accept, a lease for 999 yeaxs of the property in and 



\ 



HISTOBIOAL NOTES. 159 

alxmt the Market Flaoe^ Eirl:gate> and the Fair Cb^nnd^ Darley 
Street^ with all the appurtenances, belonging to Miss Bawson, and all 
the manorial and other rights and priyileges to which she was entitled 
for life, as lady of the manor of Bradford, in connection with the 
holding of markets and fairs within the borongh ; or with respect to 
the inspectorship of or jurisdiction over weights and measures; to 
authorise the alteration or removal of the said markets and fairs to 
more suitable localities ; to enable the Council to take upon lease or 
appropriate other premises for a Cattle Market and Fair Ground, 
and to erect or provide suitable buildings and appliances for such 
markets; to prohibit the holding of any cattle market or fair in the 
streets, or other public or private places within the said borough, 
except upon the land to be so appropriated; to levy, receive, and 
take tolls in respect to the said markets and fairs ; and to authorise 
the Council to sell or demise for d99 years, and to dispose Qf the 
ground rents afterwards, any property acquired by them in carrying 
out the powers conferred upon them for the improvement of the 
said borough. 

• 

The amount to be paid by the Corporation for these rights 
and privileges was £5000 per annum during the term of the 
lease. 

The motion was carried after considerable discussion, 
and the preliminary steps were taken towards forwarding the 
application to Parliament. The Corporation Act for acquiring 
the manorial rights, also for extending the time for the 
completion of the waterworks, and for increasing the 
borrowing powers of the Corporation on account of these 
works beyond the sum of £750,000 already borrowed, 
received the Royal Assent on the 16th of July, 1866. 
The Council thus obtaiaed power to prevent the holding of 
cattle fairs in the streets of the borough — a nuisance which 
had long been complained of — ^with other important advan- 
tages in reference to the regulation of markets and fairs, 
and the providing of slaughter-houses. Mr. Wm. Bradbury 
was appointed superintendent of markets and fairs at a 
salary of d£120 a-year. Arrangements were made for 
remodelling the market property, and the erection of new 
covered markets. Negotiations were also entered into for 
the purchase of a new site for the Cattle and Fair Ground. 
The old wooden theatre in Duke Street was removed, and 
the Green Market improved. 
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The first section of the drainage works of the borough 
was brought into operation during the year 1865, having 
been completed for £29,618, or under the amount for which 
money had been borrowed. A second loan of £80,000 was 
also obtained for extending the system to all parts of the 
borough, and these works were also placed in charge of Mr. 
Gott, the borough surreyor. 

The municipal elections for 1866 were rendered unusuaQy 
liyely by the determined attempt to procure either a modifi- 
cation or repeal of the sixth section of the building bye-lawSi 
which prevented the erection of back-to-back houses, allusion 
to which has previously been made. At the various ward 
meetings this question was made a test of candidature, and 
numerous memorials were presented to the Council praying 
for some modification, resulting in important alterations 
being made in the building bye-laws, permitting the erection 
of back-to-back houses upon a modified plan. 

Alderman J. Y. Godwin was elected Mayor, vice Alder- 
man Semon, and Messrs. Joseph Dawson, Samuel Smith 
(Melbourne Place), John Schofield, Edward West, and John 
Rawson were elevated to the aldermanic bench. 

Mr. Semon, who had been unanimously elected to the 
mayoral office on the retirement of Mr. Farrar in 1864 — 
an honour which was much appreciated by the foreign 
merchants of the town and by Bradfordians generally — 
died in Switzerland in July, 1877. Although a German 
by birth, he became a naturalised Englishman while in 
early manhood, and came to Bradford whilst the worsted 
trade was still in its infancy. From that period until 
shortly before his death, he was one of the most active 
commercial men of Bradford, was foremost in many of 
its benevolent enterprises, and in all respects identified 
himself with the town of his adoption. As a member 
of the Town Council he threw himself heartily into the 
work, and for some time was chairman of tiie Watch 
Committee. Upon his election as Mayor in November, 
1864, he was the only gentieman not an Englishman who 
had been honoured with the distinction, and during his 
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tenure of office the mayoral dignity was sustained in a 
manner not surpassed by any of his predecessors. He was 
also a justice of the peace for both the borough and the 
county, and a deputy-lieutenant of the riding. Mr. Semon 
was a generous supporter of the local charities, and for 
thirty years was a most energetic governor of the Infirmary. 
During his mayoralty he had the pleasure of opening the 
Eye and Ear Hospital, an institution which received 
substantial assistance at his hands, and he also assisted 
in the establishment of the Fever Hospital. A special 
act of his benevolence was exhibited in the erection in 
1874, at his own cost, of a Convalescent Home at lUdey, 
which was intended for patients requiring the benefits of 
such an institution who were able to contribute something 
towards the cost of their maintenance while resident in the 
Home. Mr. Semon presented in 1876 the entire freehold 
to the Corporation for the use of the public, and to this 
munificent gift added an endowment of £8000 towards the 
cost of maintenance. The Home and grounds cover about 
six acres, the total cost having been about £12,000. He 
also erected and endowed, at his own expense, a Home for 
decayed tradesmen at Dantzig, his native city. In his 
business relations Mr. Semon was equally energetic. He 
was a member of the Chamber of Commerce firom its 
commencement, and was for many years a member of the 
Council. Mr. Semon was sixty-three years of age at the 
time of his decease. 

More than usual attention was bestowed upon sanitary 
arrangements during the year 1866, consequent upon a 
visitation of cholera. The number of deaths from cholera 
during the year was fifteen. The death-rate of the borough 
still continued very high, viz., 28*0 per thousand, assuming 
the population to be 124,000. 

In March, 1866, Mr. Joseph Bayner, the Town Clerk, 
resigned his appointment, having been selected to fill a 
similar post under the Corporation of Liverpool at a salary 
of £1500 per annum. During his six years' servitude Mr. 

M 
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Bayner bad proved himself a very painstaking, efficient 
officer, and his selection for the new appointment, he being a 
stranger to Liverpool, may be considered as ample testimony 
to his abilities. The resignation of Mr. Bayner gave an 
opportunity to the Council to consider the terms of appoint- 
ment of his successor, and it was determined that the fhtore 
Town Clerk should devote the whole of his time to the 
office, and be paid a salary of £900 per annum. The 
present Town Clerk, Mr. William Thomas McGowen, 
received the appointment on the 17th of April, out of about 
twenty applications, his proposer being Alderman West and 
his seconder Alderman John Bawson. Mr. McGowen had 
previously been Deputy Town Clerk of Liverpool, and was a 
candidate for the Town Clerkship of Bradford along with 
Mr. Bayner. He was also the only substantial competitor 
with that gentleman when he was appointed Town Clerk of 
Liverpool, the candidates having been reduced to those two. 

The election created a litUe diversion in the Council at 
the time, in consequence of Mr. McGowen, who had not 
made application for the post, having been prevailed upon 
to send in an application. This proceeding and his subse- 
quent election were denominated at the time ''Bawson's 
coup d^etatf^ in consequence of the part taken by Alderman 
Bawson in securing the election of the man of his choice. 
Mr. McGowen's undoubted qualifications for the office 
were never questioned throughout the contest, and his 
appointment was subsequently regarded with manifest satis- 
faction. Subsequent experience of his abilities has amply 
demonstrated the wisdom of the choice then made. 

Mr. McGowen served his articles with the firm of 
Williams, McLeod & Cann, of the Temple, and left London 
for Liverpool in 1858, on the invitation of the then Town 
Clerk, Mr. Shuttle worth. He held the position of Deputy 
Town Clerk of Liverpool for thirteen years. At the 
period of his election to the higher office at Bradford the 
Corporation were engaged in many important undertakings, 
into which Mr. McGowen entered with characteristic ardour, 
and his legal acumen and natural force of character have 
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well served the interests of the burgesses on many snbseqtient 
occasions. Prior to 1866 repayments of Corporation loans 
were limited to thirty years. Under provisional orders the 
period has been extended to fifty years, and nnder Acts of 
Parliament to a hundred years, with power to take a second 
hundred years. In dealing with sums of such magnitude as 
the Corporation are concerned with, the advantage accruing 
to the present generation of ratepayers by repayments being 
extended over such a lengthened period, may be very easily 
conceived, and it may be further added that other large 
Corporations have tried but failed to secure a similar 
concession. Reference is made elsewhere to the extensive 
scheme of street improvements to which the Corporation 
were committed under three provisional orders, and to the 
generally amicable manner in which claims for scheduled 
property were settled. During the whole of the negotiations 
not a penny that was spent was expended in counsels' 
fees, the whole of the legal business being managed by 
the Town Clerk. In bringing to a successful issue the 
extinguishing of the soke rights, which for generations had 
been the source of heartburning among a section of the 
community, the Town Clerk took a leading part, and in 
securing tiie transfer of the extensive works of the old Gas 
Company, whereby profits varying from £25,000 to £80,000 
per annum have been realised towards the reduction of the 
rates, he was equally zealous. The acquisition of the 
manorial rights, involving the extensive scheme of markets 
and fairs ; the Worth Valley waterworks project of 1868-9, 
necessitating a stiff Parliamentary encounter ; and the not 
less vehement opposition overcome in connection vrith the 
waterworks clauses of the Improvement Act of 1881, are 
among the leading triumphs to which Mr. McGowen may 
point with professional pride. In Apiil, 1867, the salary 
of the Town Clerk was raised to £1200 per annum, since 
increased to £1500. 

Mr, Joseph Bawson was appointed Deputy Town Clerk 
in May, 1866, at a salary of £200 per annum, which has 
since been increased to £450 per annum. 
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tyunag the year 1866 the Gooncil suffered the loss of 
several of its members. In the month of February, Mr. 
Christopher Wand was ''gathered to his fathers." Mr. 
Wand had been an alderman of the borough since its 
incorporation, and in the interval had filled many public 
offices with efficiency. He was a native of the town, and 
had risen with its growth. This, however, was attributable 
to his own perseverance and business aptitude. Few 
commercial men of his time knew better the exact position 
of trade and its prospects than Mr. Christopher Waud, and 
he naturally profited by his knowledge. As a citizen and a 
large employer of labour, Mr. Waud was generally respected, 
although, being of a retiring disposition, he rather shunned 
prominence. He has been succeeded as alderman by one of 
his sons, Mr. George Motley Waud, who has achieved higher 
honours than his parent, having been Mayor of the borough. 

Mr. Edward Ripley, the senior partner of the firm of 
Messrs. Ripley & Son, of Bowling Dyeworks, died in April, 
1866, at the mature age of seventy-six years. Mr. Ripley 
was a native of Halifax, but came to Bradford in 1808. At 
that time there were one or two small dyeworks in the town, 
which served after a fashion for the worsted trade as it 
then existed. Mr. Ripley proved a benefactor to Bradford. 
Being himself a practical man, he had discovered a new 
process of dyeing black goods, and in conjunction with his 
father took a lease of Bowling Dyeworks, then an insignificant 
place, and commenced dyeing and finishing bombazines and 
other fabrics, which had previously been produced only in 
Norwich. With the expansion of the trade also grew in 
magnitude the Bowling Dyeworks, and Mr. Ripley not only 
grew rich himeelf. but conteibuted materiaUy to the enrich- 
ment of others. Mr. Ripley was in no sense a public man, 
but a feeling of respect towards him as a townsman led to 
his election as an alderman on the incorporation of the 
borough. This office he held for several years, and quietly 
fulfilled its duties, but he took no part in the public 
discussions of the Council. Sir Henry William Ripley, Bart., 
is his son. 
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Alderman John Bamsden, who bad been connected witb 
tbe Corporation since its formation, died at Scarborough in 
October of this year. Mr, Ramsden was a native of 
Bradford, haying been bom in Westgate in 1800. ' He was 
a man of good natural parts, and was in many respects a 
representative Yorkshireman. Although he possessed few 
advantages in his youth, he applied himself with energy to 
self-cultivation, as well as to the pursuits of trade, and soon 
acquired a good position as a heald and slay maker. In 
1821 be removed to Leeds as a better centre for his business, 
but returned to Bradford in 1880, where he resided until his 
death. When the Hall Ings property belonging to the Bev. 
Godfrey Wright was put into the market, Mr. Bamsden was 
one of the first purchasers, and bought the site upon which 
Waterloo Mill was erected, where he carried on business. 
Mr. Bamsden was fond of public life, and took an active 
part in town's affairs. He was a commissioner under the 
Improvement Act ; was elected a councillor upon the incor- 
poration of the borough, and was chosen alderman in 1852, 
and again in 1862. 

Mr. J. y. Godwin retired from the mayoral chair in 
November, 1866, but maintained his municipal connection 
as alderman until the expiration of his term of o£Sce in 
1868. Although not officially connected with corporate 
affairs for so long a period as other gentlemen whose 
careers we have passed in review, Mr. Godwin has devoted 
much time for nearly half-a-century of his life to public 
work in Bradford, during which he has been frequently 
brought into prominence. The only son of the Bev. Dr. 
Godwin, formerly classical tutor of Horton College and 
the revered pastor of Sion Chapel, Bradford, Mr. J. Y. 
Godwin commenced in very early life to take an interest 
in educational, political, and social questions, and gave 
public expression to his views both upon the public platform 
and through the public press. Meanwhile he had engaged 
in commercial pursuits, and in the year 1841 became 
a partner in the eminent firm of Milligan, Forbes and 
Co., stuff merchants, of Bradford. This position he held 
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until ihe year 1851, when he established the mercantile 
firm of which he still remains -the head. Mr. Godwin was 
one of the old Board of Commissioners who, in 1846, 
memorialised the Privy Gomicil in favonr of the Charter of 
Incorporation, and took an active part in the preliminary 
steps which led to a successful issue. Although frequently 
solicited, business and other claims upon his time prevented 
his engaging in corporate affairs until the year 1868, when 
he was elected to the aldermanic bench on the resignation of 
Mr, John Hollings. In the same month he was appointed 
a member of the Building and Improvement Committee and 
of the Watch Committee, and in the November following 
was made chairman of the Street Improvement Committee, 
which was called into existence in the previous year. The 
borough, through the Corporation, was then embarking 
upon street improvements on an extensive scale, and the 
negotiations which devolved upon the committee pi^sided 
over by Mr. Godwin were numerous. To this important 
department of corporate work that gentleman brought to bear 
much commercial sagacity, and he devoted nearly the whole 
of his time to the somewhat onerous duties. By re-appoint- 
ment he continued chairman of the Street Improvement 
Committee until he retired from the Council in 1868. 
During this period three provisional orders were being 
carried out, namely, those of 1863, 1865, and 1868, with 
borrowing powers amounting in all to £800,000. In nego- 
tiating for the purchase of property scheduled, earnest 
endeavours were made by the committee to avoid litigation, 
and by far the greater proportion of the cases were settled 
by mutual agreement. In partial recognition of Mr. 
Godwin's services in this department, the new street 
extending from Darley Street to Thornton Road was named 
after him. The Free' Library movement also enlisted his 
warmest sympathy. As chairman of the sub-committee 
appointed by the Council in 1868 to inquire into the working 
of the Free Libraries Act in other towns, Mr. Godwin 
entered heartily into a work involving much painstaking 
inquiry. The result of the committee's recommendation, 
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and the sabseqaent decision of a meeting of ratepayers held 
in March,. I87I9 calling upon the Town Council to take the 
necessary steps to bring the Act into force, are recorded 
elsewhere. 

Although he retired from the Council in the year 1868, 
Mr. Godwin maintained an active interest in the public 
affairs of the borough. He was one of the members of the 
first Bradford School Board, and was elected vice-chairman 
of the Board, under the presidency of Mr. M. W. Thompson. 
He was also a member of the statistical committee which 
recommended the erection of the first four Board Schools 
in Bradford. Mr. Godwin has had a long acquaintance 
with commercial affairs. He was elected a member of the 
Council of the Chamber of Commerce in 1858, and is a Ufe 
member of that institution. With Messrs. Charles Stead, 
A. niingworth, and G. M. Waud, he was deputed by the 
Chamber to report on such portions of the Paris Exhibition of 
1867 as concerned the trade of this district ; and with Mr. 
H. niingworth reported in 1876 on the relative conditions 
of production of the worsted districts of France. In March, 
1864, Mr, Godwin was placed upon the commission of the 
peace for the borough, and subsequently for the West 
Biding. At the general election in February, 1874, he 
contested the borough in the Liberal interest, which was 
then divided, and though not successful received between 
8,000 and 9,000 votes. 

Alderman Brayshaw succeeded Mr. Godwin in the 
mayoral office. 

In view of the continued necessity for the opening out 
of thoroughfares in the borough, the Street Improvement 
Committee prepared a special report, which was submitted to 
the Council in September, 1867, in which they recommended 
the widening and improvement of several streets, and the 
creation of new thoroughfares, additional to those included 
in the provisional order of 1865. The recommendations 
included the making of an improved communication between 
Godwin Street and Manchester Bead, the making of a new 
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street from Snnbridge to Brick Lane, an improved comma- 
nication between Eirkgate and Godwin Street, and others. 
Having regard to the extent of the improvements already 
authorised, and the expenditure involved, several of the 
projects were deferred, and one at least, the continuation of 
Manchester Road to Godwin Street, has been abandoned. 

During the five years from 1868 to 1868, borrovring 
powers on street improvement account were obtained by 
the Corporation amounting to £800,000. The work of 
negotiating for buildings and land necessary to carry out 
the various improvements was undertaken by the Street 
Improvement Committee with a desire to avoid litigation as 
much as possible, and in this respect the committee were 
fairly successful. Out of eighty-three transactions completed 
up to October, 1868, only eighteen were decided by a court 
of inquiry, sixty-nine having been settled by mutual agree- 
ment. Not only were the labours of the Street Improvement 
Committee by this period beginning to produce practical 
results in the improved convenience and the enhanced 
beauty of the streets, but it was equally gratifying to 
observe that private enterprise kept pace with public works 
in putting up erections worthy of the wider streets and 
improved frontages. Thus, Dewhirst's Buildings (intended 
as an arcade) became a fitting ornament to the new broad 
entrance to Manchester Road ; and the neighbourhood was 
still further adorned by the handsome Gothic church erected 
in place of the old Unitarian Chapel, in Chapel Lane 
(though, for its antiquity, many regretted its disappearance). 

The subject of providing buildings for new Offices and 
Borough Court had occupied the attention of the Council 
for a considerable time. As early as the year 1851 an 
animated discussion took place in the Council on the report 
of a committee appointed for the purpose of making inquiries 
''as to the provision of suitable premises, comprising a 
Council Chamber and suite of offices for the committees and 
officers of the Council, a police-office and cells, rooms and 
offices for the transaction of the business of the Borough 
Justices and other necessary provision for carrying on the 
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business of the Corporation." Acting npon instructioDS 
received by them, Messrs. Lockwood & Mawson, architects, 
prepared plans showing the accommodation to be obtained 
on the site of the building in Swaine Street, and another 
showing an entirely new building. The estimated cost of 
the proposed alterations was £8150, whilst the cost of a 
new building was estimated at £9550, exclasive of the 
purchase of the site. 

On comparing the two plans, the committee recommended 
that a new building be erected on a similar plan to the one 
submitted by Messrs. Lockwood & Mawson, and asked for 
power to select a site or sites eligible for the buildbg. 
Alderman Bamsden moved the adoption of the report, which 
received support from several members. Although the 
economists of the Council carried the day, and tiie old 
Station House was altered accordingly, this was the initial 
step towards the erection of the future Town Hall. 

The want of increased accommodation, however, was 
sorely felt in 1867, and it was with great difficulty and 
inconvenience that the business of the Corporation could be 
conducted at the old offices. The Finance Committee were 
therefore eager to avail themselves of the favourable circum- 
stances arising from a large area of ground coming into the 
possession of the Council, in connection with the operations 
of the Street Improvement Committee, and which afforded 
a suitable site for the purpose. 

The site then recommended was that upon which the 
present Town Hall now stands, which was a plot of ground 
left after the new street made in continuation of Market 
Street, across what was termed the Old Foundry property, 
had been completed. The question, however, was hoUy 
contested in the Council Chamber at the meeting in 
September. The Manor Hall being then in the hands of 
the Corporation, Alderman Brown proposed its adoption. 
Mr. Douglas proposed a plot of ground including the New 
Inn and the block of buildings in the rear. Mr. William 
Whitehead proposed a site in Leeds Road, adjoining East 
Parade ; Alderman Farrar proposed the Bowling Oreen site, 
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while Mr. Brooksbank moved the adoption of the site upon 
which the Town Hall now standSi which was then the 
property of the Corporation, This site received the support 
of AldeiT^im West and the Mayor, Mr. Brayshaw. After 
several votes had been taken, the choice lay between the 
Bowling GhiBen and Chapel Lane sites, the latter being 
carried by nineteen votes against twelve. As a natural 
sequence Alderman West, the chairman of the Finance 
Committee, moved that new *^ Municipal Offices and Borough 
Court ** be erected upon the site, which was carried. 

The question of the site, however, was not yet settled. 
The Council reversed the above decision at a subsequent 
meeting, but after further consideration the Chapel Lane 
site was agreed to ; Messrs. Lockwood & Mawson's plans 
were selected in competition with others ; and Messrs. John 
Ives & Son's tender for the works, amounting to £48,7S0, 
was accepted. The foundation-stone of the proposed building 
was laid on the 10th of August, 1870, by Mr. Mark Dawson, 
the Mayor. 

The Smoke Prevention Committee came into existence 
during the year 1867, after a twenty years' endeavour on 
the part of the Corporation to secure an immunity from 
what was styled the ''smoke nuisance." Notices were 
issued, stating that manufacturers would be required to 
introduce apparatus into their works so as to efficientiy 
remedy the nuisance complained of. The replies received 
were cdl pretty much the same in effect ; expressing willing- 
ness to comply with the request of the Corporation, but 
pointing out the great difficulty which existed as to the 
remedy to be adopted. The committee required, however, 
nothing less than an effectual suppression, and appointed an 
inspector, who forthwith commenced an examination of all 
the smoke-producing furnaces in the borough. 

The works examined by the inspector were 264 in 
number, including mills, dyeworks, foundries, breweries, <S^., 
some of them of great magnitude. The number of boilers 
at these places was 591, of 17,612 horse-power ; the total 
nominal horse-power of the engines being 8882. The 



mBTOEIOAL NOTES. 171 

consumption of coal for boilers was about 1200 tons daily, 
and the total consumption of coal in manufacturing processes 
throughout the borough was estimated at 2500 tons daily. 
During the year 688 '^ notices to abate '' were served, and 
a considerable improvement was observable in the appearance 
of the atmosphere, 

Mr. Samuel Laycock, manager of the Bradford Banking 
Company's Bank, and treasurer of the borough since its 
incorporation, died in September, 1867. Mr. Laycock was 
a native of Wakefield, and in 1812 was appointed manager 
of the Bradford branch of Messrs. Wentworth, Ghalloner 
and Bishworth's Bank. Afber the disastrous failure of that 
extensive banking concern in the year 1826, Mr. Laycock 
assisted in the formation of the Bradford Banking Company, 
and with the fortunes of that prosperous institution he was 
identified as manager, shareholder, and chairman of the 
directorate, until the end of his Ufe. Perhaps there was no 
one whose silent influence for good was so great as Mr. 
Laycock's. Though not a native of the town he became 
essentially one of it, and his interest in every movement 
afiecting its social or material welfare was not exceeded by 
that of any townsman. As a man of business he was 
entrusted beyond the generality of men, and he died with 
character untarnished, in the eighty-first year of his age. 

The death of Mr* H. W. Wickham, M.P., in September, 
created a vacancy in the representation of the borough, 
which was filled, on the 15th of October, by the election of 
Mr. M. W. Thompson, Mr. Edward Miall being the unsuc- 
cessful candidate. 

The following gentlemen were placed upon the commis- 
sion of the peace during the year, namely — Messrs. William 
Brayshaw, Edward West, James Law, George Turner, 
George Salt, B. H. Meade, and G. H. Leather. 

Alderman William Brayshaw vacated the mayoral chair 
in November, 1867. He was bom at Fawweather, in 
Bingley parish, in the year 1811, and came in early life to 
Bradford, where he was apprenticed to the business of a 
stonemason. As journeyman mason he was engaged in the 
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erection of four of the principal buildings reared in Bradford 
between the years 1834 and 1887, viz., the old Exchange 
Buildings, in Piccadilly, Airedale College, the Cdurt House, 
in Hall Ings, and the Mechajiics* Institute, Leeds Bead. 
Entering upon business on his own account he became a 
successful builder and contractor, and undertook the erection 
of the . Bradford Infirmary, the Midland Railway Station, 
and four of the churches of Bradford, namely, St. James's, 
Manchester Road ; St. John's, Manchester Road ; St. Jude's, 
Lumb Lane ; and St. Paul's, Manningham. Mr. Brayshaw's 
connectioii with the public affairs of the borough is of long 
standing, and without doubt the town has benefited consider- 
ably by his practical knowledge. He was a member of the 
old Board of Surveyors .before the establishment of the 
Corporation, and entered the Council in 1851, having been 
elected for the East Ward. He held that positipn until 
November, 1867, when he retired from the Council. In 
1859 he was chosen alderman, and still continues to occupy 
that position. Mr. Brayshaw is therefore the oldest member 
of the Council, either as councillor or alderman. In 
November, 1866, he was elected Mayor, and one of his first 
duties was to receive the Rivers Pollution Commissioners, 
who were deputed to inquire into the condition of the 
watercourses of the borough and the district. The inquiry 
only elicited what had been apparent long enough, that 
the traditional trout about which old Bradfordians often 
discoursed lovingly had long disappeared from the Bradford 
beck, the polluted condition of which was amply demon- 
strated before the Commissioners. 

Mr. Brayshaw has been a hard-working member of the 
Council, as his attendances upon general and committee 
meetings indicate. He was for two or three years chairman 
of the Street and Drainage Committee, and was deputy- 
chairman, under Dr. Beaumont, of the Sanitary Committee. 
His special work, however, has been upon the Waterworks 
Committee, of which he has been a member the whole time 
he has been in the Council. Since the year 1867 he has 
been chairman of the committee, and he was vice-chairman 
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before that period. Without assigning to Mr. Brayshaw 
that pre-eminence in conducting matters connected with the 
water supply of the town to which he is probably entitled, 
we may state that he has been a party to every application 
which has been made to Parliament since the purchase 
of the works from the old Waterworks Company. Mr. 
Brayshaw was also a Poor-law Guardian of the Bradford 
Union between the years 1855 and 1866, and was chairman 
of the Board from 1857 to 1862. 

During Mr. Brayshaw's mayoralty the foundation-stone 
of the Tradesmen's Home at LQycroft was laid by Sir Titus 
Salt, and the Mayor generously entertained about 800 of the 
guests at'luncheon in St. George's Hall. During his year 
of office, Mr. Brayshaw also represented Bradford at the 
Reception given by the X^ord Mayor of London to the 
Sultan. He was raised to the commission of the peace for 
the borough during the same year. 

The mayoral chair vacated by Mr. Brayshaw was worthily 
filled by Alderman James Law. 

In 1868 the Council determined to apply for further 
powerS: rendered necessary by the inadequate supply of water 
from the high level service ; also for the purpose of paying 
for the proposed Town Hall ; for acquiring powers to 
purchase Bradford Moor as a recreation ground; and to 
obtain powers for further street improvement works, and 
for other purposes. Thirty-three petitions were presented 
against the Bill, one of the most important being from the 
Eeighley Board of Health, which contended that that body 
was maturing a scheme of its own for the supply of water ; 
another was lodged by the Guardians of the North Bierley 
Union, who objected to the construction of a reservoir at 
Horton Bank, adjoining the Workhouse property. Eeighley 
was denied a locus standi in opposition, but on the other 
hand the area of gathering ground on the Worth asked for 
by the Corporation was limited to a certain district by an 
agreement made between the Corporation and the Local 
Board of Eeighley. 
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With regard to the clauses affecting the water supply, 
the Bill was introduced to remedy ascertained defects in the 
powers and provisions obtained in the Acts of 1854, 1858, 
and 1862. The low level service, for instance, though 
provided with a sufficient supply of water, was so arranged 
that the water was delivered at one side of the town only, 
and could not be supplied with regularity owing to its having 
to descend to the low levels, where it was drawn off, thus 
ascending to its normal height enfeebled in force. The 
remedy provided for the maJdng of a contour main with 
service reservoirs placed round the upper portion of the 
basin, from whence the water could be delivered to the lower 
levels. The defects connected with the high level supply 
were still more serious. Not only was there an insufficiency 
of storage, but there were no service reservoirs, and the 
gathering ground from which the water was collected was 
wholly inadequate to the demand. 

The works for which authority was asked in the Act 
consisted of three service reservoirs — one at Dirk Hill, one 
in Bowling Park, and one at Bunker's Hill, besides the 
contour main. Power was also sought for the construction 
of two high level reservoirs at Horton Bank Top, and the 
works necessary to connect them with the existing works 
and supply from the Stubden Reservoir, thus enabling the 
Corporation to deliver water to the highest part of the 
borough. The application failed as to the proposed contour 
main, and powers for extending the gathering ground in the 
upper part of the Worth Valley. It was therefore determined 
to seek further powers during the next session of Parliament. 

The works authorised by the Act of next session (1869) 
consisted of the conduit refused in the previous year, two 
cony[>ensation reservoirs for millowners, viz., the Looming 
and Leeshaw reservoirs, two store reservoirs, viz., those 
known as Stairs and Shady Bank, at Oxenhope, and other 
works. 

Although shorn of several important features, the two 
Acts proved a valuable addition to the powers of the 
Corporation. So seriously diminished was the store of 
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water in Stnbden Beservoir^ owing to the drought which 
prevailed in the season preceding the application^ that the 
supply from it was limited to one day per week. To the oat- 
townships dependent upon the Corporation this deprivation 
was severe, especially as pumps and other sources had been 
allowed to lapse almost beyond redemption. To supply the 
deficiency an extraordinary host of water-carts was raised 
and sent round with water from the low level service, which 
fortunately held out well. One effect of a drought which 
was unparalleled for its continuance was to raise the rate of 
mortality from 21*96 per thousand per annum to 40*0 in the 
thousand per annum. By the end of July Stubden Reservoir 
was quite dry, and in September, the Ghelker Beservoir 
having also failed, the demand was limited to a few hours 
per day throughout the borough. 

The works for the construction of the reservoirs at 
Horton Bank were let as soon as possible after the necessary 
powers were obtained, that known as the Brayshaw Beservoir 
in November, 1869, and the Horton Bank Beservoir in 
March, 1870. The works were carried out by Mr. G. Gott, 
whose salary had the year previous been increased to £700 
per annum, in recognition of the professional ability displayed 
by him as waterworks engineer. 

On September 2nd, 1868, Mr. W. B. C. Stansfield, the 
proprietor of Esholt Hall estate, obtained an injunction 
against the Corporation, the effect of which was to prevent 
the formation of any more sewers with an outfall into the 
beck, and the opening of any more house drains into the 
existing sewers having such an outfall, under a penalty of 
i610,000. This step was taken after several years of 
controversy upon the question of the pollution of the 
Bradford Beck, which discharges into the Aire at Shipley 
and passes the Esholt estate, and the result operated 
very seriously in respect to new buildings which had been 
approved by the Corporation. The Council took time to 
consider whether to move the Court of Chancery to discharge 
the order. Instead of proceeding to an appeal, however, 
the Corporation came to an arrangement with Mr. Stansfield 
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by which they bonnd themselyes^ on condition that the 
injunction was made inoperative, to take steps to defoBcate 
the sewage passing through the ))Qrough sewers before 
the 11th of' January, 1872. 

The Corporation has been fortunate in its adoption of a 
process which has proved thoroughly satisfactory in effecting 
the object desired. Having given its best attention to the 
question of how best to deal with the sewage that body 
effected an arrangement with the Peat Engineering and 
Sewage Filtration Company, whereby, upon a lease of 
twenty-one years, the company engaged to purify at its 
own expense all sewage discharged at the outfall, upon the 
Corporation providing the requisite land and buildings, the 
company to pay a small rental after the end of three years, 
upon the strength of being enabled to profitably dispose of 
the residuum. The requisite works were erected near to the 
outfall of the drainage system below Manningham Station, 
at a cost of dg25,000, and a further cost of £86,000 was 
incurred in conveying the sewage to the works and in 
covering in the beck. The process adopted by the company, 
namely, filtration by peat charcoal, was a complete failure, 
the company collapsed, and the Corporation took the concern 
into its own hands. Mr. George Alsing, who had been the 
engineer of the company, was retained, and he inaugurated 
the process of precipitation by lime with such success that 
the effluent now passes into the beck, clear, tasteless, and 
colourless. In addition to this gratifying result — a result 
which has at least placed the Corporation beyond the grasp 
of the Bivers Pollution Act — Mr. Alsing has been able to 
reduce the annual working expenses from £6276 in 1876 to 
£4000 in 1880. The price paid for the above results has, 
however, been very heavy. Under the head ^' Sewage 
DefoBcation ''in the Corporation accounts, it will be found 
that a sum of nearly £70,000 has been paid for land, 
buildings, and works necessary to the complete working of 
the scheme. 

Alderman S. Smith, of Melbourne Place, died in January, 
1868. Of a quiet, unobtrusive nature, he was best known 
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by those who were privileged to enjoy his intimate friendship, 
but as a pnblio man he served the town well. Having been 
successftd in business as a manufacturer, he offered his 
services in 1859 as a councillor of the Little Horton Ward, 
and, with a brief interval, continued to sit for that ward 
until his elevation to the aldermanic bench in 1864. Mr. 
Smith was fond of literature, and, himself possessing a vast 
library, was desirous that his less fortunate fellow-townsmen 
should have access to the best knowledge that could be 
obtained from books. To him was owing the first suggestion 
of a Free Library for Bradford. Singularly, the nucleus of 
the Free Library afterwards established was formed of a 
portion of his own books, which were purchased by the 
Corporation after his decease. Mr. Smith was bom at Shelf, 
in 1817. Councillor Mark Dawson was elected to the 
vacancy on the aldermanic bench occasioned by his death. 

The Mayor, Alderman James Law, retired in November 
from an office which he had filled with characteristic zeal 
and judgment. Few members of the Council have displayed 
greater aptitude for public business than Alderman Law, 
and his interest in the public weal remains unabated. Bom 
at Queensferry, near Edinburgh, in the year 1817, and of 
parents whose traditions carried them back to the times of 
the Covenanters, Mr. Law has inherited many of the virtues 
distinguishing the Scottish character, among which may be 
ranked industry, perseverance, and rectitude of the highest 
type. He came to Bradford in the year 1842, and became 
connected with the business firm of which he is now the 
principal. Mr. Law's connection with the Corporation dates 
from the year 1868, when he was created an alderman to 
fill an intermediate vacancy, and by subsequent re-election 
he remains an alderman. He is the only member of the 
Council who never sat as councillor. In his official capacity, 
Mr. Law has sustained the office of vice-chairman of 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee, and as 
deputy-chairman of the Street Improvement Committee, 
was associated with other gentlemen in carrying out the 
important work of that committee in connection with- the 
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soheme of street improTements. His name, however, will 
be popularly associated with the work of the Markets and 
Fairs Committee, of which he has been chairman since the 
year 1868. In that year the purchase of the site for new 
cattle market, wholesale vegetable market, abattoir, and fair 
gromid in Leeds Bead was completed, and steps were taken 
towards the erection of the noble pile of bnildings, now the 
covered markets, upon the Manor Hall property in Eirkgate 
and Godwin Street. To this combined undertaking Mr. 
Law has devoted his best energies, and his labours have 
received some recognition by the association of his Christian 
name with the St. James's Markets. During the year of 
his mayoralty his attention to the duties devolving upon, 
the official head of the Corporation was marked by that 
promptitude which is an especial feature of his character. 

To educational movements Mr. Law has given special 
attention. For over twenty years he has been a director of 
the Bradford Mechanics' Institute, for many years one of its 
vice-presidents, and for several years in succession he was 
elected president. He has also been a member of the 
Bradford School Board from the adoption of the Education 
Act in 1870, and has been twice elected chairman. In the 
commercial affairs of the borough Mr. Law has exerted 
considerable influence. For many years he was upon the 
Council of the Chamber of Commerce, and was president in 
the year 1872. He has also taken an active share in 
political affairs, having been chairman of the Bight Hon. 
W. E. Forster's Election Committee, and he has allied 
himself with many movements of a beneficial character to 
the town. Mr. Law is an ardent Congregationalist, and his 
position as treasurer of the Yorkshire Congregational Union 
affords some indication of the esteem in which he is held by 
the members of that body. If further testimony of this were 
needed, it might be added that Mr. Law has been honoured 
with the distinction of laying the foundation-stones of about 
a dozen places of worship erected in the Congregational 
interest. Mr. Law's zeal in Sunday-school work is not less 
marked than that manifested by him in other movements 
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of an eleyating tendency. Along with Alderman Brayshaw 
and others, Alderman Law was placed upon the borough 
commission dming the year 1866| and he is also a West 
Biding magistrate. 

Alderman Edward West was elected Mayor on the 
retirement of Mr. Law, in November. The latter end of 
this year (1868) was rendered more than ordinarily lively 
on account of the Parliamentary election, in which the 
contest lay between Mr. Edward Miall and Mr. H. W. 
Bipley, the latter being returned. This was the first election 
in Bradford under the new Beform Bill, the operation of 
which largely increased the number of voters in the borough. 
The number of electors entitled to exercise the franchise at 
this election was 21,518, as against 5946 the previous year. 
The unseating of Mr. Bipley on petition and the return of 
his former rival, Mr. Miall, in the following March, occasioned 
an uninterrupted period of electioneering in the town, leading 
to much disturbance of ordinary routine work, and the 
introduction of a great amount of party bitterness. The 
nomination at the second election was the last conducted 
upon the old system. It was unfortunately attended by a 
somewhat serious riot, which took place in Peckover Walks. 
The election next day, however, was conducted with order. 

The year 1869 was productive of at least one event of 
vital importance to the interests of the borough, namely, 
the proposal to effect a purchase of the Bradford Gas- 
works from the Bradford Gaslight Company. The initial 
proceedings with regard to this project were taken at the last 
Council meeting for the year, when Alderman Scott moved 
the appointment of a committee to inquire into the subject. 
A prima facie case as to the desirability of the purchase, if 
reasonable terms could be agreed to, having been made out, 
the Smoke Prevention Committee was appointed to act. 
This committee collected much information on the subject, 
obtained the opinion of eminent counsel, and approached 
the directors of the company, but advanced nothing more 
definite than that it was highly desirable that the supply of 
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gas in large towns shonid be in the hands of the ruling 
authorities. The committee was reappointed with power to 
arrange a purchase of the Qas Company's plant upon the 
best terms they could obtain. These proceedings extended 
over a considerable period, and considerable credit is due 
to Alderman Silas Scott, the chairman of the Smoke 
Prevention Committee, for his painstaking endeavours in 
connection with the negotiations. It was not until the year 
1871 that the Bradford Gas and Improvement Act was 
obtained, in which powers were acquired for taking over the 
Bradford Gas Works, the sum agreed upon being £210,000. 
The result of this transaction has already been of great 
pecuniary advantage to the ratepayers of Bradford. Without 
the expenditure of any capital beyond that acquired by 
loan, the Corporation have realised profits ranging from 
£25,000 to £30,000 per annum, to be appropriated in 
reduction of the rates of the borough. The transfer of the 
company's plant to the Corporation took place on the 11th 
of July, 1871, and was celebrated by a banquet given at the 
Victoria Hotel. The Corporation were represented on the 
occasion by the Mayor, the Town Clerk, and members 
of the Corporation. The representatives of the Gas 
Company included Mr. John Bawson, solicitor ; Mr. Alfred 
Harris, Mr, Bidehalgh, Mr. Richard Fawcett, Mr. Charles 
Stanfield, Mr. S. Bower, and Mr. David Swallow, manager. 
Particulars of the earlier history of the Gas Company are 
given on pages 60-1. 

Plans and estimates for laying out the covered markets 
were invited during the early portion of the year 1869, 
and Messrs. Lockwood & Mawson were the successful 
competitors. Considerable progress was also made in the 
preparation of the new cattle market, wholesale vegetable 
market, and fair ground in Leeds Road, plans for the 
same having also been prepared by Messrs, Lockwood and 
Mawson. 

During the year strenuous efforts were made by the 
Corporation to suppress the nuisance arising from the 
emission of smoke from engine chimneys, and convictions 
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were obtained in respect to manufactories, ironworks, and 
dyeworks in the borough. 

The new Beer Bill, padsed in 1868, came into force 
at the Brewster Sessions of this year, when ninety of the 
worst-condncted houses in the borough were deprived of 
their licenses. The Brewster Sessions lasted the whole of 
one week. 

The year was also noted for the inangoration of the 
Oastler statne, opposite the Midland Railway Station, 
Eirkgate. This event took place on the 15th of May. 
The onveiling of the statne was appropriately performed 
by the Earl of Shaftesbnry, in the presence of a large and 
somewhat excited assemblage. The event was made the 
occasion of a general holiday, and there was also an immense 
procession of factory workers from Peel Park to the site. 
The statne represents Richard Oastler, the ** Factory King," 
cherishing two factory children, a boy and a girl. The 
group is in bronze, and weighs three tons, the pedestal 
being of grey and red Dalbeattie granite. The weight of 
figures and pedestal is thirty tons, and the cost of the whole 
was about £1500. Mr. J. B. Philip was the sculptor. 
The statue occupies the site of the old Wool Packs Inn, 
which was purchased by the Midland Railway Company 
in 1866, and afterwards passed into the hands of the 
Corporation. 

Alderman Edward West, the Mayor during the year 
1868-9, is a member of the Society of Friends, and is 
therefore entitled to the distinctive appellation of the first 
Quaker Mayor of Bradford. With rare fidelity, conscien- 
tiousness, and business ability, Mr. West has fulfilled the 
duties of citizenship during his connection with the borough, 
and his valuable services are still ungrudgingly given. He 
was bom at Hull in' May, 1821, the son of Edward West, 
a tanner, and Ann Ellis, his wife, who was sister to the late 
James Ellis, of the old Queen's Mills, Bradford. Mr. West 
came to Bradford in December, 1845, and fi*om that period 
has taken part in developing the corn-milling business carried 
on by the firm of " James EUis & Co.," and in which he 
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has a considerable interest. Mr. West entered the Town 
Council in January, 1861, to supply the vacancy caused by 
the retirement of Mr. J. Robinson from the representation 
of the West Ward, and he sat ibr this ward until he wad 
elected an alderman in 1866. In November, 1861, he 
became a member of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee ; was appointed vice-chairman of the committee 
in 1863, and chairman in 1866 — a position which he still 
retains. As a member of this important committee, and for 
so long a period its president, Mr. West has necessarily 
taken part in aU the financial arrangements of the Corporation 
which have been entered into during the last twenty years, 
his masterly grasp of matters statistical, and his extensive 
knowledge of corporate minutisd generally, having earned for 
him the local distinction of " Chancellor of the Exchequer.*' 
The stupendous nature of the financial transactions which 
have come under Mr. West's supervision may be estimated 
by the fact that whilst in 1863 the corporate debts amounted 
to £740,000 on waterworks account, and £11,200 for 
sanitary purposes, the Corporation has now negotiated loans 
of upwards of £4,000,000. 

Mr. West's elevation to the mayoral chair in 1868 
happened at a period of great political activity, and as 
Mayor and retuming-officer of the borough he was called 
upon to officiate at two electioneering contests, namely, on 
the 16th of November, 1868, and the 12th of March, 1869. 
The incidents of those elections have been elsewhere alluded 
to, but fitting testimony may here be borne to the judicious 
observance of the duties of his office which distinguished 
the Mayor upon both occasions. Party feeling, however, 
ran very high for some time afterwards in municipal aiSairs, 
and as a consequence Mr. West was not re-elected alderman 
during the election of November, 1871 ; but in November, 
1872, he was returned for the Manningham Ward, although 
not physically able to take part in the contest. He was 
elected alderman again in 1874 and re-elected in 1880. 
Mr. West's public services, however, have by no means 
been confined to the Corporation. In 1866, he was placed 
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npon fhe commission of the peace for the borough, and 
still holds that position. He was one of the first members 
of the Bradford School Board, and went through mnch 
hard work daring the first three years of its existence. 
He was always a strong advocate of the temperance move- 
ment, and for some years was president of the Bradford 
Temperance Society, and still is president of the Band of 
Hope Union in Bradford. He is also president of the 
Bradford Savings Bank. As a member of the Society of 
Friends Mr. West is held in high esteem, and is now 
chairman of the Friends' Provident Institntion, one of the 
most important institutions of its kind in the kingdom. 

Upon Alderman West's retirement from the mayoralty 
ia November, 1869, the somewhat onnsnal spectacle of a 
contest for the vacancy took place — Alderman James 
Leeming and Alderman Mark Dawson being both pnt in 
nomination by their respective Mends. For Mr. Leeming 
there were twenty-six votes, and for Mr. Dawson twenty- 
seven, including the latter gentieman's own vote. The 
closeness of the contest will afibrd some indication of the 
strong political animus which had taken possession of the 
members of the Council consequent upon the hot political 
elections tehich had taken place in the town within the 
preceding twelve months. 

One of the principal events of the municipal year 1869-70 
was most undoubtedly the movement which has resulted in 
furnishing each quarter of the borough with a public park 
and recreation ground. The origin of this movement was 
contained in a resolution passed by a special committee on 
the 29th of April, to the effect that *' it was desirable that 
public parks and recreation grounds should be established in 
different parts of the borough, namely, at Horton, Bowling, 
and Manningham." The primaiy cause of the resolution 
in question may fairly be ascribed to a letter received by the 
Town Clerk from a solicitor acting for Mr. S. C. Lister, of 
Manningham Mills, in which that gentieman offered to sell 
the mansion at Manningham and the whole of the two parks, 
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68a. 8r. 82p, in extent, for the earn of £40,000, conditional 
on at least forty acres being left unbuilt npon. That offer 
was received with acclamation by one section of the Gotmcil, 
but a qualified assent only was given to it by other repre- 
sentatives, who nrged the necessity of public parks being 
provided for those quarters of the borough not yet possessed 
of one. In moving the acceptance of the offer, the Mayor, 
Mr. Dawson, made an earnest appeal in its behalf, and the 
motion was carried by thirty-eight votes against eleven, 
supplemented by a rider proposed by Mr. John Hardaker, 
to the effect that *' public parks be also provided for Horton 
and Bowling." The power to dispose of a portion of the 
park has not been exercised, but about an acre has since 
been added, and the park has been much beautified. In 
recognition of the generosity of Mr. Lister the park is now 
associated with his name. On the 16th of May, 1876, a 
marble statue of that gentleman, which had been erected by 
subscription and placed near the entrance to the park, was 
publicly inaugurated by the Bight Hon. W. E. Forster, M.P. 

A larger number of dwelling-houses were erected in 
1870 than in any previous year, namely, 1808; besides 
seventy-five warehouses, &c., and plans for forty-six streets 
were also approved. Application was also made for power 
to borrow £50,000 for the purposes of street paving, repay- 
able in twenty years. The rage for granite paving set in 
about this period. 

On the 10th of August, the foundation-stone of the new 
Town Hall was laid by the Mayor, Alderman M. Dawson, 
in the presence of a large assemblage. Upon this occasion 
the Mayor was presented with a silver trowel by Mr. 
M. W. Thompson, on behalf of a number of gentlemen not 
connected with the Council. In the evening the Mayor 
entertained a large company to dinner at St. George's Hall. 

The first Bradford School Board was elected in November, 
1870. Bradford was one of the first towns to take action on 
Mr. Forster's Education Act of 1870. Although at one time 
there seemed the prospect of a lively contest in connection 
with the election, a spirit of conciliation prevailed, and at a 
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meetmg held on the 14ih of November^ under the presidency 
of the Mayor, the names of fifteen gentlemen were decided 
npon as the fdtnre members of the Board. With some 
modification the list was adopted, and the following gentle- 
men were elected without a contest, viz.: — Messrs. W. 
Coates, Dr. Campbell, E. P. Dnggan, J. Y. Godwin, Angus 
Holden, James Hanson, James Law, H. Mitchell, Canon 
Metier, A. Neill, H. W. Ripley, Bishop Byan, Matthew W. 
Thompson, Edward West, and William Whitehead. 

By the decease of Mr. George B. Mossman in April, 
1870, the borough was deprived of a worthy citizen, who 
for a long period had filled an important o£Scial position in 
the town. Mr. Mossman was, in the strictest sense of the 
word, a Bradfordian. He was the son of Dr. Mossman, a 
physician who practised for many years in the town with 
great success, and who died about 1824. His mother was 
Miss Bamsbotham, a member of one of the oldest Bradford 
families. Mr. Mossman was articled as an attorney to Mr. 
Greenwood Bentley, solicitor, with whom he subsequently 
entered into a partnership which existed for some years. 
On retiring from the partnership with Mr. Bentley, Mr. 
Mossman practised on his own account, and was appointed 
clerk to the West Biding magistrates for the East Morley 
Division. In that capacity he was well known to the public 
outside the large circle of private friends to whom his kindly 
disposition and unassuming but pleasant manners endeared 
him. Mr. Mossman was the solicitor for the parties who 
obtained the first Waterworks Act for the borough, and was 
thus to some extent instrumental in obtaining for it this 
benefit ; and for ten years from 1884 to 1844 he acted as 
law clerk to the old Board of Lighting and Watching 
Commissioners. Li politics he was a Whig, and in early 
life laboured zealously in the cause of the party in Bradford, 
and was always retained on behalf of the Liberal candidates. 
Mr. Mossman's death occurred while in his seventy-fifth 
year. His eldest son, Mr. G. B. Mossman, was brought up 
in his father's profession, and is now the respected clerk to 
the borough and county magistrates. 
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The year 1871 was prodaotive of several undertakings of 
importance to the well-being of the borough. By the 
Bradford Gas and Improvement Act, which received the 
Royal Assent on the 29th of Jnne, 1871, borrowing powers 
were obtained for the purchase of the Bradford Gas Com- 
pany's plant and interest, previously referred to ; also for 
the purchase of Manningham Park and other recreation 
grounds ; for the construction of sewage defoacation works ; 
and to extend the time for borrowing powers for waterworks. 

The Corporation were also called upon, in defence of the 
public interests, to claim a locus standi in respect to the 
Parliamentary application of the Bradford and Thornton 
Railway Company. In consequence of that company seeking 
to purchase the New Miller's Dam for the works projected 
by them, it became necessary that the whole of the property 
connected with the Queen's Mills, the goit, &c., should be 
dealt with. The vexed question of soke dues, which had 
repeatedly formed the subject of litigation in Bradford, was 
also again in dispute, in reference to a memorial praying 
that certain persons liable for payment might be released 
therefrom. The right of supplying water from the goit for 
manufacturing purposes also formed part of the privileges 
attaching to the Queen's Mills property which were inimical 
to corporate interests. It was therefore desirable that the 
opportunity presented of dealing with the whole question 
should not be lost In 1775 the Queen's Mills and rights 
were purchased by Mr. John Smyth, of Heath, grandfather 
of Colonel Smyth, and, in 1870, Mr. John Schofield 
and others purchased the property, the purchase money 
amounting to £19,000. In their hands it remained until, 
the year 1871, when the Mayor, Mr. Mark Dawson, effected 
terms by which himself. Aldermen Brown and West, and 
Mr. S. Storey should become the purchasers on behalf of 
the Corporation for the sum of £28,000, the Bradford and 
Thornton Railway Company paying £15,000 for the site of 
New Miller's Dam, and £3000 towards the expenses of a 
new dam to be constructed in lieu of it. The Corporation, 
retaining the mill property and the goit, were thus able to 
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deal with the soke rights^ which have become practically 
extinguished. To maltsters and brewers the soke was 
commuted to a money payment. 

In May^ ISTl^ the settlement of the Canal question was 
•determined in an agreement made between the Corporation, 
the old Bradford Canal Company, and the Bradford Canal 
Company, Limited, whereby the latter company were bound 
to find wholesome water for filling the lower portion of the 
canal, and arrangements were entered into by which Canal 
Bead was to be increased in width to eighteen yards, and to 
be carried forward through Mr. J. B. Singleton's property. 

Free pubHc libraries, which have now become invaluable 
educational institutions in the borough, had their origin in 
a movement initiated by several gentlemen, and taken up 
by others of kindred sympathies in the Town Council. 
During the year 1867 the Finance Committee deputed a 
sub-committee to inquire into the working of the Free 
Libraries Act in those towns where it had been adopted. 
Alderman J. Y. Godwin being chairman, which report was 
presented in March, 1868. The report was adopted by the 
Finance Committee, with the recommendation that ''the 
Free Libraries Act should come into force at as early a 
period as the ratepayers should deem expedient," and it was 
sanctioned at the Council meeting held in May. This 
recommendation, however, was somewhat in advance of 
popular feeling on the subject, and it was not until March, 
1871, that a legally constituted meeting of the ratepayers 
confirmed the suggestion. That meeting was convened by 
the Mayor, Mr. Mark Dawson, in answer to a numerously 
signed requisition, and his Worship presided. The resolution 
proposing the adoption of the Free Libraries Act in 
Bradford was moved by Mr. J, V. Godwin, seconded by Mr. 
Jacob Behrens, and supported by Mr. Henry W. Bipley. 
Strange to say, the resolution was stoutly opposed by two 
or three prominent representatives of the artisan class, but 
it was carried by an overwhelming majority, and steps were 
immediately taken to carry out the Act by the formation of 
the Free Libraries Committee of the Corporation. Booms 
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were taken in Market Street, and a substantial nnclens of 
the future library was secured by the purchase of the 
extensive collection of books belonging to the late Alderman 
S. Smith, of Melbourne Place. This library, consisting of 
18,400 volumes, was secured intact for £700 by* Messrs. 
J. y. Godwin, Joseph Lund, and Briggs Priestley, and 
offered to the Free Library Committee for the dame amount. 
In return for their good offices, the three gentlemen received 
the thanks of the Council on the 12th of September, 1871. 
During the same year Mr. Charles G. Virgo was appointed 
librarian, an office which be still continues to hold. 

The Reference Library was opened in June, 1872, and 
the Lending Library in February, 1878. The removal to the 
present palatial edifice in Darley Street in January, 1878, 
and the opening of five branch libraries, have raised this 
department of the Corporation into one of untold advantage 
to the inhabitants of the borough. The new premises in 
Darley Street comprise a commodious news-room, a lending 
library, a reference library, separate reading-rooms for men 
and women, and an extensive art gallery and museum, the 
whole being free to the public. The news-room was opened 
on the 28rd of March, and the library on the 6th of October, 
1878. The number of volumes in the reference library in 
December, 1880, was 11,152, and in the lending depart- 
ment, 18,401 volumes ; making, with 8040 volumes in the 
five branch libraries, a total number of books available for 
the public of 82,598. The permanent Art Gallery was 
formally opened to the public on the 28th of May, 1879, 
by the Mayor, Mr. Angus Holden. 

Li November, 1871, Alderman Mark Dawson retired 
from the office of Mayor, which he had filled for two years. 
The circumstances of his election to the mayoral chair, 
involving, as they did, a far from unanimous acquiescence on 
the part of the Council, have been already alluded to. The 
heat of the contest being over, however, the burgesses soon 
recognised in Mr. Dawson a gentleman anxious to discharge 
the duties of his high office with a thorough appreciation of 
its responsibility, and the fact that he was re-elected without 
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opposition would imply that the Gonncil generally approved 
those endeavours. Mr. Dawson is a native of Longsight, 
near Manchester, where he was bom in January, 1819, he 
being the son of Mr. James Dawson, of that city. As a 
young man he was actively engaged in Sunday-school work, 
both as teacher and secretary in the night-school, which 
at that period too often afforded the only opportunity of 
acquiring the rudiments of education. He was also asso- 
ciated with the early promoters of the half-holiday movement 
in Manchester, and rendered valuable assistance in obtaining 
the advantages of that great social boon. Mr. Dawson 
came to Bradford in September, 1848, and after a few years' 
residence removed to Lightcliffe, and held the office of 
churchwarden of Lightcliffe and Goley churches for about 
nine years. About this period he was appointed one of the 
trustees of Hipperholme Qrammar School, which position 
he held up to the adoption of the revised scheme of the 
Charity Commissioners, in which he was named senior 
co-optative governor, and at the first meeting of the new 
governors was unanimously appointed chairman. This office 
he continues to fill. 

Mr. Dawson entered the Council in 1868, as a repre- 
sentative of the East Ward, and was three times elected for 
that ward. In January, 1868, he was elevated to the 
aldermanic bench on the decease of Alderman S. Smith, of 
Melbourne Place, and by re-election sat as alderman until 
the year 1874. During his municipal connection Mr. 
Dawson worked steadily upon various committees. He was 
deputy-chairman of the Watch Committee for two years, 
and for three years was chairman. Having in this capacity 
some experience of the evils of the unlimited hours allowed 
to public-houses, he proposed in the Council the adoption 
of the One o'clock Closing Act, and, strange to say, only 
succeeded in carrying that necessary measure by a bare 
majority, many good men in the Council deeming such an 
enactment as an undue interference with the liberty of the 
subject ! He also energetically assisted Alderman S. Scott 
and the Town Clerk in bringing to a successful issue the 
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negotiations for the purchase of tiie Gas Works, which were 
handed over to tiie Corporation daring his mayoralty. As 
preyioasly stated, Mr. Dawson proposed the purchase of 
Lister Park on the 28tii.of October, 1870, and sncceeded 
in obtaining a majority of the Council in spite of the 
diversity of opinion then prevailing. In his official capacity 
he laid the foundation-stone of the Town Hall on the 10th 
of May, 1870, and afterwards entertained about 270 of the 
principal guests at luncheon in St. George's Hall. On the 
28th of January during the same year he was also present 
as Mayor on the occasion of the laying of the foundation- 
stone of the new building for the Bradford Mechanics* 
Institute by Lord Houghton. The Free Libraries Act was 
also adopted during the first year of his mayoralty, as well 
as the Education Act. After much difficidty the Mayor 
succeeded in bringing about a compromise whereby a 
contested election for members of the School Board was 
avoided. 

As chief magistrate Mr. Dawson made an excellent 
justice, and his readiness to serve the interests of the town 
generally during his term of office was in some measure 
recognised in April, 1871, on the occasion of the presentation 
of a magnificent portrait to himself and of an address to. 
Mrs. Dawson, in the saloon of St. George's Hall. Mr. 
Dawson's business relations as the principal partner in the 
late firm of Messrs. W. R. CaUender & Co., of Jackson 
Street Mills, Manchester, have necessitated his removal to 
that city, the scene of his early life. 

Mr. M. W. Thompson was elected Mayor for the second 
time in November, 1871. 

No event of special importance stands recorded for the 
year 1872 except that the first steps towards the acquisition 
of Horton Park were taken in August, when Mr. Briggs 
Priestiey, as chairman of the Recreation Grounds Committee, 
proposed the acceptance of an offer of Low Close Farm, 
comprising about seventeen acres, as an instalment towards 
the site of the proposed park. The motion was seconded 
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by Mr. John Hardaker and carried. The park with sabse- 
qnent additions now contains about forty acres, the total 
cost of land and formation having been £55,786, bat 
incladed in this sum is the value of land outside the park, 
not yet realised. The design for its adaptation as a public 
park was prepared by Mr. William Gay, of Bradford, and it 
was opened to the public on the 25th of May, 1878, by Mr. 
Briggs Priestley, then Mayor. 

Mr. J. N. Batcliffe, of the medical department of the 
Local GoYemment Board, conducted an inquiry into the 
sanitary state of the district in 1871, and reported thereon 
in August, 1872. The principal outcome of that inquiry 
was contained in a recommendation to the Corporation to 
appoint a Medical OfiScer of Health, and Mr. Harris Butter- 
field received the appointment in the April following. Mr. 
James Harris, who was appointed to the office of borough 
accountant in 1864, was superseded during the year by Mr. 
John Hamer, of Salford. 

The Ballot Act, as applied to municipal elections, came 
into operation for the first time in Bradford in 1872. The 
contest was again lively. Mr. Matthew W. Thompson was 
re-elected Mayor, and was also created an alderman, in 
place of Mr. Benjamin Tetley, resigned. 

The principal event of the year 1878 was undoubtedly 
the opening of the new Town Hall on the 9th of September, 
the occasion being marked by a demonstration of no ordinary 
character. The building, erected on a triangular-shaped 
site having frontages to Market Street, Chapel Lane, and 
Leeds Road, forms a striking architectural feature of the 
town. The medisBval style of architecture adopted enabled 
Messrs. Lockwood & Mawson, the architects, to avail them- 
selves to the utmost of the irregular piece of ground on 
which the haU has been erected. The building covers an 
area of 2000 square yards, the principal front, that towards 
Market Street, being 275 feet in length, and the height 
seventy feet. Internally the building is divided into three 
separate and distinct parts, intended to a£ford accommodation 
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for Tarions departments of the Corporation, The total cost 
of the edifice has been about flOO^OOO, exdasire of the 
yalne of the site, which is estimated at £40,000 in addition. 
The clock, which is probably the finest in the conntry with 
the exception of that at Westminster, and the bells, thirteen 
in number, constituting the largest peal in England, were, 
with the chimes, supplied by Messrs. Gillott & Bland, of 
Croydon, at a cost of about £5000. The architects of the 
building were Messrs. Lockwood & Mawson, of Bradford ; 
and the principal contractors Messrs. John lyes & Son, of 
Shipley. 

In accordance with an expressed desire, the principal 
feature of the proceedings on the opening day took the form 
of a procession, commemorative of the festival of Bishop 
Blaize, the patron saint of the worsted trade, which was 
produced upon a most imposing scale. At the urgent 
request of his fellow-townsmen, the Mayor, Mr. Matthew W. 
Thompson, took upon himself the honour of inauguration ; 
and with his customary energy Mr. Thompson set about 
organising a ceremonial which should be of a magnitude and 
importance deserving of the event. He called to his aid 
the principal members of the various trades carried on in 
the town, and without exception they entered most heartily 
into the proposal. Every branch of trade, and especially 
those branches engaged in the staple manufacture of the 
town, took upon itself to exhibit its strength, importance, 
and usefulness. The trades procession, followed by that 
containing municipal celebrities from all parts of the riding, 
occupied an hour and a-half in its progress from Lister 
Park to the Town Hall. The entire route was filled by 
immense crowds. In the evening the Mayor gave a banquet 
at the Victoria Hotel, and next evening a grand ball. The 
streets of the town were profusely decorated, and during 
each evening of the week the town was brilliantly illuminated. 
Unfortunately the weather was as bad as it well could be, 
rain falling heavily upon the opening and subsequent days. 

The Corporation were engaged during the early portion 
of the year in the promotion of an Improvement Bill of an 
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important character, having for its leading objects the 
constmction of additional waterworks and the extension of 
the limits of water supply ; the improvement of the streets 
of the town ; the enlargement of the borough for municipal 
purposes by the incorporation of the township of Bolton, 
and for other purposes. The Bill was opposed in both 
Houses, but passed with some modifications. 

In accordance with the powers obtained in the Act, the 
Corporation took immediate steps to define the lines of 
highways and streets in the borough as follows: — Bridge 
Street, Leeds Bead, Manningham Lane, each twenty yards ; 
Little Horton Lane, North Parade, Wakefield Boad, North 
Wing, Bowling Back Lane, Legrams Lane, Thornton Boad 
(from Preston Street to the borough boundary), Laistridge 
Lane, Cemetery Boad, Union Street, each eighteen yards ; 
Wheiley Hill and Snake Hill Lane, sixteen yards; Duck- 
worth Lane, fourteen yards ; and Upper Green, ten yards. 

That portion of the new Covered Market then completed 
was formally opened by the Mayor on the 29th of October, 
1872. Tenders were also invited for a retail butchers' 
and fish market in Bawson Place, and a new wholesale 
vegetable, fruit, and fish market was commenced upon the 
site acquired in Leeds Boad, at a cost of £18,000. The 
Corporation purchased the premises from the Bradford 
Abattoir Company, in Bolton Lane, for the sum of £10,000. 
Works of considerable magnitude were also completed in 
straightening and improving the outlet drainage below Bolton 
Lane, at the joint expense of the Corporation and the 
Midland Bailway Company, the latter paying 62 per cent, 
of the estimated cost of £20,000. 

The Council also purchased the Birkshall estate at 
Laisterdyke, belonging to Mr. J. M. Tankard, comprising 
sixteen acres, at three shillings and sixpence per yard, and 
land adjoining Birks House for the sum of £1800, as the 
site of gasworks for the borough upon the mid-level principle. 
Hitherto, owing to the varying altitudes of the existing 
gasworks and those portions of the borough situate upon 
the higher levels, a difficulty had arisen in regulating the 
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supply upon a desirable system. By subsequent purchases 
an area available for gasworks, comprising about twenty 
acres, has been secured, and the new works will have a 
capacity for producing 6,000,000 cubic feet of gas per day. 
Plans for the works have been designed by Mr. W. S. 
Whitehead, and the cost incurred upon the plant on the 
80th of December, 1880, was dg98,171. 

The meetings of the British Association were held in 
Bradford this year, and were more than ordinarily successful. 
The town was also honoured by a visit from the Japanese 
and Burmese ambassadors, who were upon a European tour. 

A presentation of a Corporation mace by Mr. M. W. 
Thompson to the Town Council took place during the year. 

The Bolton Ward was for the first time included in the 
municipal elections of 1878. Upon the assembling of the 
Council on the 9th of November, Mr. J. Atkinson Jowett 
was elected alderman of the ward. 

Mr. Manoah Rhodes succeeded to the mayoralty on the 
retirement of Mr. M. W. Thompson. 

During his occupancy of the civic chair Mr. Thompson 
sustained the dignity of the office in an almost regal 
manner. For some years he had earned the respect of 
his feUow-townsmen by his independence of spirit and 
indomitable energy of character, and these distinguishing 
traits were in no degree less recognisable throughout his 
official career. Mr. Thompson is the eldest son of the late 
Mr. Matthew Thompson, and was bom at Manningham 
Lodge in the year 1820. As a youth he occupied a some- 
what prominent position, being selected to deliver the famous 
Bishop Blaize speech on the occasion of the great festival in 
1825, the magnificence of which has only been eclipsed by 
the proceedings at the opening of the Town Hall during the 
last year of his mayoralty. Mr. Thompson is a graduate 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, where he took his M.A. 
degree in 1846, and in 1847 he was called to the bar by 
the Inner Temple. Until the year 1857 he practised as 
conveyancing counsel in London. Li addition to the wealth 
inherited by him from his father, he acquired by marriage 
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the ownership of the Old Brewery, carried on under the 
title of William Whitaker & Co., which in his hands has 
developed into a most valuable property. 

Mr. Thompson entered the Goimcil in 1858, as a 
representative of the Little Horton Ward, and in 1860 
was made an alderman. In 1862 he was elected Mayor. 
Notwithstanding his disinclination to be put in nomination 
on that occasion, the loyalty displayed by him in discharging 
the duties of the office, especially upon the occasion of the 
marriage of the Prince of Wales in March of that year, 
will not soon be forgotten. He, however, declined to be 
re-elected an alderman at the close of his mayoralty, and 
for several years took no part in corporate matters. On the 
decease of Mr. Wickham in October, 1867, Mr. Thompson 
was returned as member of Parliament for the borough, 
in opposition to Mr, Edward Miall, but he retired at the 
general election in November, 1868. In November, 1870, 
Mr. Thompson again contested the Littie Horton Ward and 
was returned, and in 1872 was again elected alderman, a 
position which he held until the expiration of his term in 
1880. During the years 1872 and 1878 he discharged the 
mayoral duties for the second time, and in the latter year he 
was called upon by common consent to perform the ceremony 
of opening the Town Hall, During the same year the 
annual gathering of the British Association took place in 
Bradford, when the Mayor held a reception of the members, 
and he also entertained the Japanese and Burmese ambas- 
sadors when in Bradford. In consideration of the services 
rendered by Mr. Thompson during his three years of office 
as Mayor, a service of plate was presented to him in St. 
George's Hall in October, 1878, followed by a banquet at 
the Victoria Hotel. Mr. Thompson presented the service 
of plate to the Council for the use of his successors. 

Mr. Thompson was elected a member of the first School 
Board in Bradford, and to him is due in great measure the 
erection of several of the handsomest schools in the borough. 
Notwithstanding the refusal of previous Lord Chancellors to 
sanction his appointment as a magistrate, owing to his 
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connection with a brewery, Mr. Thompson's name was 
placed upon the commission of the peace in 1878. He 
has also acted upon the Conncil of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce, and in other capacities he has given to his 
townsmen the benefit of his legal training and extensive 
knowledge of public business. For many years he has been 
associated with railway enterprise, haying been a director 
upon several railway companies, and in December, 1879, 
he was elected chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the Midland Railway Company, vacant by the death of 
Mr. Ellis. Mr. Thompson had previously o£Sciated as 
deputy-chairman of the company. 

The year 1874 witnessed a renewal of the now-fiEoniliar 
craving of the Corporation for *' increased powers," caused 
by the rapid extension of the town during the previous 
three years of brisk trade. The extent to which building 
operations were being carried forward at this period may be 
gathered from the fact that during the year the plans of not 
fewer than 1860 dwelling-houses, sixty-seven warehouses, 
mills, &c., seven churches and chapels, four public buildings, 
and 268 other buildings were sanctioned. 

The huge business of water supply, too, which necessarily 
resulted from the increased population, and which the 
Corporation had cultivated by extending the supply to out- 
townships, brought with it great responsibilities. The total 
income from the sale of water had increased from £10,225 
in 1866 to £61,000 in 1874, and was increasing at the rate 
of about £10,000 per annum. Notwithstanding that the 
Barden Reservoir had been brought into use, the scarcity of 
water was such that a limited supply only could be given 
during the whole of July and August. So far as the high 
level was concerned, some hope existed that with the 
completion of the Horton Bank Reservoirs the wants of 
that district would be fully met, but upon the low level the 
utmost limit had been reached, and no increase of water 
could be obtained unless fresh reservoirs were constructed. 
It was proposed, therefore^ to seek fresh powers for the 
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construction of three new reservoirs within the old gathering 
ground in the yalley of the Wharfe, namely, Bmnthwaite, 
Cringles, and a large reservoir at Upper Barden. 

The Corporation, in their application, besides seeking 
sanction to borrow £800,000 for purposes of water supply, 
sought powers to borrow j9200,000 for additional gasworks 
at Laisterdyke; £66,000 for the purchase of land for 
Horton and Bowling Parks ; and £100,000 for street 
improvements, including the purchase of Christ Church, &c. 
A proposal to include in the bill a clause for extending the 
borough by the annexation of thirteen of the out-townships 
was rejected by twenty-seven votes to fifteen. The Bill was 
opposed by the Aire and Calder Navigation Company, the 
Silsden Local Board, sixty-one millowners. Sir Heniy 
Tufton, and the Duke of Devonshire. Arrangements, 
however, were made with all these opponents, and ultimately 
the Bill received the Boyal Assent on the 29th of June, 
1875. 

Important clauses were also obtained in the Midland 
Railway Company's Bill of this year, whereby the company 
were bound to dedicate to the public land sufficient to 
enable the Corporation to make Cheapside a uniform width 
of twenty yards, to make Eirkgate, from Bermondsey to 
Cheapside, fifteen yards wide, and at the company's expense 
to continue the improvement forward across the station yard 
to Canal Road. Hitherto, however, these clauses have 
proved inoperative, and the Corporation have been compelled 
to call upon the directors of the Midland Company to carry 
out the works. 

In August, 1874, it was resolved to pay to the Rev« 
G. B. Paley and others the sum of £86,000 for 1962 
square yards of land, situate between Eirkgate and Bank 
Street, subject to a rent-charge of £25 per annum for the 
*^ Lecturer of the Parish Church.** The price paid was over 
£18 per yard. The Corporation also purchased from Mr. 
E. W. Hammond the Talbot Hotel estate, containing 465 
square yards, for the sum of £16,275, or about £85 
per yard. In this sum, however, was included another 
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instalment of the above rent-charge, which in the gross 
amounted to £40 per annum. The object of this purchase 
was to enable the Corporation to carry Bank Street forward 
to Kirkgate as contemplated in the street improvement 
scheme of 1868, but which was abandoned for financial 
reasons. 

The subsequent opening out of this thoroughiare, 
involving as it did the obliteration of the Old Post Office 
Steps and Union Passage, also resulted in a nett gain to 
the Corporation of £10,000 by resales of surplus property. 
Financial results of this gratifying character may not have 
followed in the wake of all the Corporation schemes of 
street improvement, but the invariable efiect of such schemes 
has been the substitution of valuable property for much of an 
indifferent character, thus adding considerably to the rateable 
value of the borough. The erection of the handsome line 
of buildings in New Bank Street, commencing with Messrs. 
Manoah Bhodes & Sons' jewellery establishment, and 
terminating with the premises of the Bradford Liberal Club, 
and the noble specimens of architecture opposite, namely. 
Commercial Bank Buildings and the new Talbot Hotel, 
afford a striking example of this theory of development. 
The price paid for the various plots upon which the Liberal 
Club premises have been erected varied from £46 to £52 
per yard — the largest amount yet realised in Bradford. 

The history of Union Passage, or Post Office Yard as it 
was more frequently styled, would recall the names of 
several prominent tradesmen who had business connections 
in that locality — Valentine Bochfort, hosier, James Grainge, 
auctioneer, Abram Holgate, tailor, Taylor, the ^^Boyal" 
cooper, Egan, the gunsmith, &c. ; or, reverting to more 
ancient days, we might be introduced to old Dr. Outhwaite, 
Quaker Wilson, the philanthropist, Inkersley, the post- 
master, or to the late Mr. Milligan, M.P., who had his shop 
at the upper comer of the passage. 

With regard to the steps themselves, an exciting incident 
is related. At the time of the agitation amongst the 
working classes brought about by the introduction of 
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machinery, the operation of the new poor laws, and the 
general depression of trade, military were stationed in 
Bradford as a protection against riots. In spite of this 
precaution, however, frequent disturbances took place, and 
upon one occasion when a body of rioters rushed down 
Union Passage steps, thinking that by this means they 
would escape the soldiery, a dragoon rode down the steps, 
clearing the archway by a miracle, and forced them in 
confusion into HusUergate and Market Street. 

On the 1st of August, 1874, was unveiled the statue 
erected in front of the Town Hall in honour of Sir Titus 
Salt, Bart. To few men is accorded the distinction of 
having during Ufe so noble a testimonial erected, but the 
late baronet was a man whom all men '' delighted to honour." 
The statue is in Carrara marble, and of colossal dimensions, 
and is the work of Mr. Adams-Acton. With the marble 
canopy, the total cost was about £3000. The statue was 
unveiled by the Duke of Devonshire, 

In October, 1874, was commenced the erection of a new 
Fire Brigade Station for the Corporation, which is situate at 
the junction of Godwin Street, Aldermanbury, and Thornton 
Bead. The new station consists of a large, lofty engine 
room, arranged to hold five engines, and so placed that they 
can be instantly run out into a large yard, where they are 
horsed and taken where required. The cost of the land and 
buildings was about £9000, the latter being erected from the 
designs of Messrs. Andrews & Pepper. 

During the year 1874, the Chief Constable, Mr. Grauhan, 
was superannuated with a salary of £120 per annum, and 
Mr. James Withers received the appointment at a salary of 
£400 per annum. 

In March, 1874, occurred the death of Mr. William 
Brooksbank, in the sixty-seventh year of his age. Mr. 
Brooksbank was one of the best known and most respected 
tradesmen of Bradford. In early Ufe he was apprenticed 
with Mr. Allott, silversmith, Eirkgate, and afterwards 
started in business in Market Street. He was a kindly, 
genial man and, although he never thrust himself prominently 
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forward in the public afifaira of the town, always interested 
himself in any moyement that had for its object the 
fartherance of the town's prosperity. In 1868 he was 
elected to represent the West Ward in the Bradford Town 
Gonncil, which he cQntinaed to do for six years^ retiring 
in 1869. The charities of the town had always Mr. 
Brooksbank's earnest sympathy, and for some years he 
worked with considerable energy in behalf of the Bradford 
Floral Society. 

The result of the municipal elections of 1874 prodaced 
an even balance of political strength in the Council, and Mr. 
Henry Mitchell was elected Mayor upon the retirement of 
Mr. Manoah Rhodes. The following gentlemen were also 
elected aldermen, namely : — Messrs. M. W. Thompson, 
Edward West, Thomas Hill, B. Terry, G. M. Wand, James 
Law, and Abraham Mitchell. 

The retiring Mayor, Mr. Manoah Rhodes, was a good 
example of a numerous class of Bradford tradesmen who 
have achieved worldly success and earned the esteem of 
their feUow-men by earnestness of purpose and sterling 
integrity of character. Mr. Rhodes came to Bradford from 
his native place, Morley, while still a youth, having in 1822 
engaged himself to Mr. John Allott, silversmith, upon the 
site of whose premises in Elirkgate he subsequently erected 
one of the handsomest jewellery establishments in the 
provinces. For forty years previously he had occupied 
premises at the junction of Westgate and Eirkgate. 

Although Mr. Rhodes did not enter the Town Goundl 
until some years after the Charter of Incorporation was 
obtained, he took an active part in the agitation for incor- 
poration, few tradesmen being more sensible than he was of 
the advantages which would foUow municipal government. 
Even when not o£Scially connected with the Corporation his 
interest in its affairs was manifested, and his judgment 
was often referred to in matters of importance. In fact, 
throughout hk career, Mr. Rhodes was ever solicitous for 
the well-being of the town of his adoption. In 1866 he 
entered the Council as one of the councillors for the North 
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Ward. For some years after his period of office had 
expired he refrained from again accepting mnnicipal honours, 
although frequently invited to do so ; but in 1871 he again 
entered the Council as a representative of the North Ward. 
Iq November, 1878, Mr. Rhodes was elected Mayor, just 
fifty-one years after he had entered Bradford. 

The public incidents of the year of Mr. Bhodes's 
mayoralty were sufficiently numerous to test his fitness for 
the high position. During the first two months of 1874, 
Bradford, in common with the rest of the country, passed 
through the turmoil of a general election, and party feeling 
ran high. As Mayor and chief magistrate, Mr. Rhodes 
maintained a strict impartiality throughout the somewhat 
protracted contest. Jn. the April following, the first of the 
schools erected by the Bradford School Board, namely, that 
in Bowling Back Lane, was opened, and several other 
Board Schools were completed during the year. In July the 
Mayor opened the St. James's Wholesale Market, in Leeds 
Road. In August, the statue erected in honour of Sir Titus 
Salt, Bart., was unveiled. Mr. Rhodes had on that occasion 
the honour of entertaining to luncheon in the banqueting 
room of the Town Hall the Duke of Devonshire (who had 
unveiled the statue). Lord Frederick Cavendish, M.P., the 
Lbrd Mayor of York, and a large number of other gentlemen. 

Shortly after his retirement from the mayoralty of the 
borough, Mr. Rhodes was placed on the commission of the 
peace, and continued to discharge magisterial duties up to 
the time of his decease. To this record of the public offices 
filled by Mr. Rhodes it may be added that he was a member 
of the Bradford Board of Guardians in 1865, and an overseer 
for the township of Bradford in 1868 and the three following 
years. Mr. Rhodes's death occurred in March, 1881, in 
the seventy-second year of his age. 

Municipal events during the three years 1876-6-7, 
beyond those incident to the efficient working of a large 
borough, were not of leading importance. As a matter 
of fact, however, the business of the Corporation was 



203 mSTORIOAL NOTBB. 

very hea^y, espeeially daring the two first-named years, in 
completing works involyed in the street improyement 
schemes previously sanctioned, in pushing on the work of 
paying and sewering puhlic and private streets, developing 
the market property, constructing waterworks, and laying out 
puhlic parks. All these works exacted an amount of labour 
from the members of the various committees concerned 
which calls for recognition, although adequate reference may 
not be made to the fact in these '' Notes." Unfortunately, 
the depression in the staple trade of the town had already 
begun to create anxiety, and during the period alluded to 
tended materially to check that spirit of energy which had 
for many preceding years distinguished its citizens. The 
growth of the population, however, estimated in 1877 at 
179,000, demanded at the hands of the authorities provisions 
which the Corporation was doing its best to supply. In one 
important respect, that of the public health, it was evident 
that the sanitary arrangements already inaugurated were 
beginning to work beneficially. During the six years from 
1871 to 1876 inclusive, the death-rate of the borough 
gave an average of about 25*0 per thousand persons. In 
1877 the death-rate fell to 22*09 per thousand, and in 1878 
to 21*9, being 8*8 below the average of the previous six 
years, and the lowest death-rate attained in the borough 
up to that period. 

The chief feature of the year 1875, viz., the successful 
passage of the Waterworks and Improvement Act through 
Parliament, has been already referred to. 

In February, 1876, the newly-constructed reservoir 
at Brownroyd was formally opened, replacing the ^* New 
MiUer Dam," absorbed in the line of the City Road branch 
of the Bradford and Thornton Railway. The new reservoir 
is situated about a hundred yards above the site of the old 
dam, and upon ground belonging to the Corporation. It 
was constructed according to the plans and directions of 
Mr. Charles Gott, the waterworks engineer. 

In the early part of the same year Mr. Gott resigned 
his appointment as borough surveyor and waterworks 
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manager, and the Conncil decided to separate the two offices 
in future. Mr. John Allison, of Jarrow, was appointed 
borough surveyor, at a salary of £400, and retained it at 
the advanced stipend of £500 until the year 1879, when he 
resigned, and Mr. John H. Cox, who had been many years 
in the surveyor's department, received the appointment at 
the advanced salary. Mr. Alexander B. Binnie, C.E., who 
at the time in question was in the service of 'the Government 
of India, was selected for the office of waterworks engineer, 
at the salary of £400 per annum, now increased to £1000 
per annum. 

Alderman Henry Mitchell, whose term of office as chief 
magistrate of the borough expired in November, was bom in 
1824, at Esholt, where his father, Matthew Harper Mitchell, 
was a small manufacturer. He came to Bradford in 1841 
as manager for Messrs* Wm. Fison & Co. Mr, Mitchell 
continued with Messrs. Fison & Go. until the year 1848, 
when he became buyer for Messrs. A. & S. Henry & Co., and 
such was his success that when he had been four years in 
the firm's service he was made a partner. From that time 
(1852) to the present Mr. Henry Mitchell has devoted his 
energies to the commercial enterprise with which he thus 
became identified, bringing to the work an amount of 
business sagacity which has contributed materially to raise 
the Bradford house of the eminent firm to its present high 
position. Until the year 1868, Mr. John Mitchell (a former 
alderman of {he borough) had the management of the 
Bradford branch of Messrs. Henry's business, but since his 
removal to Manchester that responsibility has principally 
devolved upon Mr. Henry Mitchell. 

During the early years of his partnership, Mr. Mitchell's 
energies were in great measure devoted to the management 
of the business entrusted to him, and it was not until the 
year 1870 that he was elected a member of the Town 
Council as councillor for the South Ward. The year 
following he was made an alderman, and in 1874-6 became 
Mayor. During his term of office as chief magistrate, Mr. 
Mitchell inaugurated many useful movements. The Girls' 
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Grammar School was opened ; the Lister monament was 
inaugorated ; a large amomit of funds were collected for 
the Asia Minor Famine Fand, for the relief of distress 
occasioned by the inmidations in France, and at home in 
connection with the testimonial to the Rev. J. P. Chown. 
In the aggregate nearly £10,000 was raised towards these 
objects. Mr. Mitchell retired from the Gomicil in November, 

1877. 

In commercial affairs Mr. Mitchell has always been 
looked upon as a high authority. For twelve years he has 
been a member of the Council of the Chamber of Commerce, 
and for three years was president of the Chamber. In 
those capacities his judgment in matters affecting mercantile 
interests' have invariably commanded respect, and upon 
several occasions he has been called upon to aid in the 
solution of difficult commercial problems. In September, 
1881, during the negotiations pending tiie proposed renewal 
of the Commercial Treaty with France, Mr. Mitchell was 
appointed, with Mr. Jacob Behrens and Mr. George Motley 
Waud, to represent the worsted industry of this district. 
He had also the honour to be appointed hy Her Majesty's 
Government English juror of wool and silk fabrics at the 
Philadelphia Exhibition of 1866, and he was also appointed 
to adjudicate upon worsted yams and other fabrics at the 
Paris Exhibition of 1878. Upon both occasions he was 
vice-chairman of the group. There is no project, however, 
with which his name is more intimately associated than that 
of the establishment of the Bradford Technical School, of 
which he is president, and which has been largely assisted 
by his generosity. 

In educational matters generally, Mr. Mitchell has not 
been less energetic. He was a member of the first School 
Board elected for Bradford, he is a vice-president of the 
Bradford Mechanics' Institute, a governor of the Bradford 
Grammar School, and a member of the Board of Management 
of the Infirmary. He is also a magistrate for the borough. 
As a prominent member of the Wesleyan body in Bradford, 
Mr. Mitchell has entered with much earnestness into the 
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advancement of many movements connected with that body, 
and as chairman of public meetings his services have often 
been in request. Mr. Mitchell has likewise interested 
himself in political qaestions, and at the last general election 
overtures were made to him to contest the borough in the 
Conservative interest, which, however, failed to elicit his 
acquiescence, 

Mr. Wilson Sutcliffe was raised to the mayoral dignity 
upon the retirement of Mr. Henry Mitchell, and the first 
official duty which devolved upon him was to open the 
Bawson Place market for the sale of butchers' meat, fish, 
poultry, and vegetables. This ceremony took place on the 
18th of November, 1876. The honour of making the first 
sale was reserved for Mr. James Wignall, butter factor, one 
of the oldest tradesmen in the market. 

The gradual increase of the population of Bradford, and 
the extension of the borough boundary by the annexation of 
the Bolton township, together with the desire to make the 
police force more e£fective, led the Town Council in 1876 
to augment the force to a total strength of 220 men. 
Consequent upon this augmentation further necessities have 
arisen in order that the force may be efficiently worked, and 
district station houses have. from time to time been erected, 
viz., at Bowling, Little Horton, Great Horton, Manningham, 
and Leeds Boad. These district offices have attached to 
them a certain proportion of policemen under the direction 
of a sergeant in charge. 

The Street and Drainage Committee devoted much 
attention to the paving and sewering of private streets 
during the year. The amount of work done exceeded by 
nearly one-half the work done in any previous year. Plans 
of an improved system of house drainage were also prepared 
by the borough surveyor and adopted, and compliance 
therewith is now in all cases required. The essential feature 
of the alteration consists in preventing the admission of sewer 
gas into the interior of dwellings, and in ensuring the better 
ventilation of drains by communication with the open air. 
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In compliance with nnmerons requests, the wards of the 
borough were sab-divided into separate polling districts 
nambering in all twenty-three. The number of burgesses 
had increased to 81,200. 

During the year the contracts for the Upper Barden 
Beseryoir were let to Mr. Easton Gibb for the sum of 
£199,905. This, the latest addition to the low level scheme 
of water supply, is situate at a considerable elevation above 
the existing Barden Reservoir, and is estimated to contain 
when completed 600,000,000 gallons of water. On the 
Royal Assent being obtained to the Act of 1875, sanctioning 
its construction, Mr. A. B. Binnie, G.E., who had then only 
recently been appointed waterworks engineer, commenced 
the necessary surveys, but it was not until the spring of 
1877 that the works were fairly proceeded with, from the 
specifications made out by the engineer. The large amount 
of the contracts — nearly £200,000 — is accounted for by the 
nature of the works, the embankment being 600 yards in 
length, 1200 feet wide at its base, and its height above the 
natural level 125 feet. 

The municipal elections for 1876 were conducted for 
the first time under the provisions of the Ballot Act, but, 
notwithstanding, the contest was very animated. The 
occurrence of the triennial election of the School Board for 
the borough added considerable zest to the proceedings, 
which again were conducted upon political lines, and resulted 
in giving the predominant strength to the Conservatives, 
who selected as the future Mayor Alderman George Motley 
Waud. 

The retiring Mayor, Mr. Wilson Sutclifie, like many 
who have preceded him in the ofiSce, has enjoyed the 
advantage of a long acquaintance with the borough, and has 
an interest in its prosperity which is not exceeded by any. 
Indeed, it may be said that, without exception, every 
gentieman who has filled the mayoral office in Bradford has 
been largely identified with its material interests ; the only 
feature of di£ference being that of length of residence. 
With the coming year Mr. Wilson Sutcliffe may claim to 
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be a half-century resident of Bradford — a period almost 
covering its existence as an important commercial centre. 
Born in December, 1809, at Planetrees, Shelf, where his 
father was a small farmer, Mr. Satcliffe came to Bradford in 
the year 1832, to assist Mr. Edward Bipley in the manage- 
ment of the dyeworks at Bowling, prior to which he had 
had a varied experience in the dyeing business. Bowling 
Dyeworks were then only insignificant as compared with 
the present, and the business done was of a character very 
different to that which for many years has prevailed both at 
Bowling and elsewhere. There were no cotton warps at that 
period, the fabrics requiring treatment at the hands of the 
dyer being worsted or all-wool goods, many of which were 
dyed black, and at Bipley's works were turned out with a 
degree of excellence equalled by few firms in the trade. 
This specialty, however, was destined to withstand severe 
rivalry from tiie fancy trade consequent upon the introduction 
of cotton warps in 1884, and the development of taste in 
design and colour concurrently with that event. The result 
need not here be dilated upon, except to note that the future 
of the town was intimately bound up with that epoch. In 
introducing the change from all-wool goods to mixed fabrics 
no man in Bradford had a greater share than Mr. Sutcliffe. 
The energy of the manufacturer or the skill of the designer, 
both indispensable to the successful development of the new 
branch of trade, were of little avail except the manufactured 
goods were presented to the public with all the added 
attractiveness of colour and finish, and in dealing with 
elements so opposite in character as wool and cotton the 
skill of the dyer was often sorely tried. In overcoming these 
difficulties Mr. Sutcliffe was able to render much assistance 
to the leading firms, and thus was instrumental in materially 
developing the fancy trade. Mr. Sutcliffe was admitted a 
partner to the firm of Messrs. Bipley & Son in 1858, and 
still continues to take an active part in the works. 

Mr. Sutcliffe has not engaged in public affairs to the 
extent of some of his colleagues in the mayoral office, but 
during his connection with the Corporation he has taken 
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a fair share of its roBponBibilities. He entered the Counoil 
in 1862 .as a councillor for the Bowling Ward, and sat for 
six years, and in 1868 he was elected an alderman. He 
remained an alderman nntQ November, 1874, and npon his 
retirement was oat of the Coancil for twelve months. In 
November, 1876, he was again returned for the Bowling 
Ward, and on '^ Mayor's Day" was elected to fill the 
mayoral chair. As councillor for Bowling he remained until 
the present municipal year, when he was appointed an 
alderman on the resignation of Mr. Briggs Priestley. 
Alderman SutclifTe has been a member of most of the 
committees of the Council, and has o£Sciated as vice- 
chairman of the Markets and Fairs Committee under 
Alderman Law*s presidency. As previously stated, his first 
duty as Mayor was to open a portion of the Godwin Street 
markets. During his year of mayoralty, Mr. Sutcliffe was 
also placed npon the commission of the peace. In politics 
he is a strenuous Liberal, and he is attached to the Con- 
gregational denomination. 

In compliance with the memorial of the Town Council^ 
Her Majesty was pleased on the 7th of June, 1877, to grant 
to the borough a separate Court of Quarter Sessions, and 
the Court held its first sitting on the 26th of October. 
Mr. Gainsford Bruce, barrister-at-law, of Newcastie, was 
appointed Recorder by the Government, with whom the 
appointment rested, at a salary of £200 per annum, and the 
following officials were appointed by the Corporation, viz. : — 
Clerk of the peace, JE160 per annum, Mr. Alexander Neill ; 
coroner, £160 per annum, Mr. Thomas Senior ; prosecuting 
solicitor, £100 per annum, Mr. Frank McGowen. Mr. 
J. G. Hutchinson subsequenUy received the appointment 
of coroner on the resignation of Mr. Senior. 

The township of Bolton was, during the year, severed 
from the North Bierley Union and added to the Bradford 
Union, at the instigation of the Corporation, whose object 
in securing a conterminous borough and union was thus 
achieved. 
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In August, the Corporation purchased of Mr. J. T. Bent 
twenty-five acres of land at Low Baildon, for the purposes 
of sewage defoecation, at a cost of £4000. 

The municipal elections for 1877 were hotly contested, 
there being a contest in every ward except the West. The 
office of Mayor was conferred on Mr. Briggs Priestley, and 
the following were elected aldermen, namely, Messrs. W. 
Brayshaw, William Whitehead, John Priestman, John 
Blackburn, John Hill, William Watson, Henry Snowden, 
and John Wilcock. 

By the praiseworthy manner in which he discharged the 
duties of Mayor during the year, Mr. George M. Waud fully 
justified the vote of the Council which raised him to that 
position. Owing to the condition of political parties both 
in and out of the Council at that period, much discrimination 
was needed in holding an impartial course, and this Mr. 
Waud was enabled to do in discharging the various duties 
falling to the lot of a chief magistrate. 

Mr. Waud is a native of the borough, and his interests 
are intimately associated with it. He was bom in May, 
1884, his father being the late Mr. Christopher Waud, a 
former alderman of the borough, who, in conjunction with 
the late Alderman Edward Waud, erected the Britannia 
MUls, situate in Manchester Road. That was in the year 
1886, a period in the early history of the staple trade of 
Bradford to which reference has previously been made. 
Britannia Mills were^ at the time of their erection, the 
largest premises in this district intended for spinning and 
manufacturing, and so persuaded were some people that the 
prospects of the worsted trade did not justify so large an 
outlay, that the erection of the mills was looked upon as an 
extravagant piece of folly ! The motive power was supplied 
by a beam engine of 100-horse power, which was also the 
largest in this, district, and the wonder of the time. Mr. 
G. M. Waud was initiated into the mysteries of the worsted 
trade in the year 1850, and, like manufacturers' sons 
generally, acquired a thorough knowledge of all the details 
of the business, having in his case the advantage of parental 
p 
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tuition of a high order. Since the death of his father in 
1866, Mr. G. M. Waud has been the principal partner of 
the business established by his father and uncle, and in 
ivhich he has been very successful. In mercantile affairs 
generally he has acquired a prominence only accorded to 
men well grounded in technical and commercial knowledge. 
For many years he has been a member of the Council of the 
Bradford Chamber of Commerce, and has taken an actire 
part in its deliberations. In 1867 Mr. Waud was deputed 
with others to report upon the worsted fabrics of the Paris 
Exhibition of that year; and in September, 1881, he was 
appointed by the Chamber, with Messrs. Jacob Behrens 
and Henry Mitchell, to represent the Bradford trade in the 
negotiations pendmg the renewal of the Commercial Treaty 
with France. For both of the above appointments Mr. 
Waud possesses pecuUar aptitude, inasmuch as for fiiUy 
twenty years his firm successfully cnltiyated the French 
trade in worsted yams, and for some years he paid weekly 
visits to Boubaix and other commercial centres of France. 

Mr. Waud's connection with the Corporation dates from 
the year 1868, when he was returned for the North Ward, 
and he sat for this ward until 1874, when he was made an 
alderman. That position he held until the expiration of his 
term of office in 1880. Mr. Waud served upon several of 
the committees of the Council during his municipal career, 
and took an especial interest in the work of the Watch 
Committee. His elevation to the civic chair in November, 
1876, has been already referred to. During Mr. Waud's 
mayoralty the Cobden statue in the Exchange (the gift 
of the late G. H. Booth, Esq.) was inaugurated by the 
Bight Hon. John Bright. During the year Bradford lost 
two of its best citizens — Sir^ Titus Salt, Bart., and Charles 
Semon, both of whom were predecessors in the mayoral 
office. A considerable sum of money was also raised for the 
Indian Famine Fund, a movement in which the Mayor 
took much interest, and by the practical assistance he gave 
to the movement, Mr. Waud was also instrumental in the 
removal of the debt upon the Bradford Tradesmen's Home. 
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Daring the period a separate Gonrt of Qaarter Sessions was 
granted to the town by Boyal mandate. Mr. Waud was 
created a justice of the peace for the borough daring the 
year of his mayoralty, and he is scrapuloasly attentive in 
the discharge of magisterial duties. He is an energetic 
Conservative in politics and a Churchman. 

In April, 1878, the Corporation succeeded, after years of 
negotiation, in coming to terms with the trustees of Christ 
Church, Darley Street, for the purchase of the site of that 
building, which was required for street improvements. The 
purchase money amounted to £10,000. A site for a new 
church was secured near Eldon Place, and possession of the 
old premises was given to the Corporation in October. 

The formal opening of the Covered Mai*kets in Kirkgate 
in May, 1878, marked the completion of a bold scheme of 
the Corporation in providing market accommodation for the 
borough. The total cost of this erection, including value of 
site (£6499), was £95,500. The total amount eicpended 
by the Corporation in the provision of public markets has 
been as follows: — Land and buildings for cattle market, 
fair ground, abattoir, and St. James's wholesale market, 
£56,120. Bawson Place fish and meat market, £18,771 ; 
miscellaneous items, £1807; together making a total of 
£172,028. This scheme has also included the erection 
of the palatial structure for the Public Free Library, 
News-rooms, and Permanent Art Gallery, all of which are 
corporate property. 

During the session of 1878 a Bill was introduced into 
Parliament on behalf of the Corporation for constructing 
additional waterworks on Thornton Moor and Idle Hill ; for 
extension of time in which to complete existing works ; for 
further borrowing powers on waterworks account; for e£fecting 
additional street improvements ; and for the amendment of 
building and sanitary regulations. The Bill received the 
Royal Assent on the 4th of July, 1878. The Thornton 
Moor Beservoir, together with a conduit four and a-quarter 
miles in length for collecting and conveying the water, are 
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now in coarse of constraction. This reserroir will be one 
of the most valnable storage sources in connection with the 
Bradford water supply, and will reduce to a minimum the 
risk of any shortness of water on the high level system. 
The reserroir on Idle Hill was completed during the year 
1881. It is connected with the high leTel system by main 
pipes continued from the Bobin Hood Inn, Undercliffe. 
The engineering work of both these reservoirs was carried 
out by Mr. A. B. Binnie, the waterworks engineer of the 
Corporation. 

Sun Bridge Bead, an important arteiy of the western 
quarter of the borough, was energetically proceeded with 
during the year. Commencing at Sun Bridge and terminating 
at the junction of City Bead with Thornton Boad, the 
construction of this thoroughfeure has already swept away 
many of the ill-arranged, unhealthy dwellings along the 
line indicated, and when completed will serve to open up an 
hitherto impenetrable district, besides materially relieving 
the density of the traffic of Thornton Bead and Westgate. 
The first steps towards its formation were taken in 1872, 
upon a report of the Street Improvement Committee, and 
plans were subsequentiy drawn by Mr. Allison, the borough 
surveyor. Since his removal from the borough the works 
have been carried out by Mr. Cox, the present surveyor. 

During the month of March, 1878, Mr. Joseph Hick, 
a former councillor and alderman of the borough, died very 
suddenly, in the fifty-sixth year of his age. Mr. Hick was 
one of Bradford's best-known citizens, and from his extensive 
local knowledge and close acquaintance with many of the 
leaders of opinion in Bradford, his influence was considerable. 
He was a staunch Churchman, and an uncompromising 
adherent of the Conservative cause. In November, 1863, 
Mr. Hick was elected councillor for the North Ward, and 
was re-elected for the same ward in 1866 and 1869, In 
1871 he was raised to the aldermanic bench, and for some 
years acted as chairman of the Watch Committee. He 
retired from the Council in 1871, but continued to discharge 
the duties of the magistracy up to the day of his death. 
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Mr. Hick was bom at the George and Dragon Inn, Apperley 
Bridge, a noted hostelry, which was kept by his mother 
until a recent period. He had long been established in 
Bradford as a chemist, his shop in Broadstones being for 
years a familiar resort for the discussion of town's affairs. 

Mr. Briggs Priestley, who retired from the mayoral office 
in November, had well earned the distinction accorded to 
him by his long connection with the Town Council and the 
hearty interest he has ever manifested in the welfare of the 
town and its inhabitants. A '' self-made man " to a degree 
which adds force even to that somewhat hackneyed term, 
Mr. Priestley has acquired a reputation honourable alike to 
its founder and worthy the emulation of all who striye after 
commercial success. Mr. Priestley is a native of Thornton, 
where he was bom in March, 18tSl, and at which place he 
commenced industrial manufacturing life in the employ of 
Messrs. praven & Harrop. From that position he rose to 
a partnership with Mr. Francis Craven, and in the year 
1860 left Thomton and, in partnership with his brother, Mr. 
H. Priestley, commenced business at Shearbridge, Bradford, 
afterwards removing to Atlas Mills, Laisterdyke, where, in 
conjunction with his son, he still continues his commercial 
pursuits. 

During many years Mr. Priestley has devoted much 
time and energy to the public service in various ways, and 
especially as a member of the Town Council. In November, 
1867, he contested the Little Horton Ward and was 
returned. In 1877 he was elected Mayor while still a 
councillor for the ward. In November, 1879, he was raised 
to the aldermanic bench, but retired from the Council in 
1880. During his thirteen years' service, Mr. Priestley 
served upon all the principal committees of the Council, and 
thus acquired a knowledge of corporate work which rendered 
him an exceedingly efficient member of the Corporation. 
During the year of his mayoralty, Mr. Priestley had the 
pleasure of opening Horton Park, upon which occasion a 
gold key was presented to him. He had also the privilege 
of convening a representative gathering to consider the 
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desirability of establishing a Permanent Art Gallery in 
Bradford, which resulted in the snccessfol inangaration of 
{hat Institution by his successor, Alderman Holden. 

For many years Mr. Priestley has been liberal in his 
support of institutions haying for their object the moral 
and sociAi well-being of his fellow-men. Before Bradford 
possessed a Free Library Mr. Priestley established and 
maintained a library of 1200 volumes in connection with 
the New Leeds Orphan School, established in 1868, and 
solely maintained by him. Two other schools of a similar 
character were also established by Mr, Priestley in Bolton 
Road and Manchester Boad, and were sustained by his 
generosity until the altered relationship of the State in 
regard to children of this class rendered it expedient that 
they should be closed. Mr. Priestley has evinced strong 
sympathies with works of a benevolent character in many 
other ways. He has for some time been a member of the 
Lifirmary Board, and has also served as a Poor Law 
Guardian. 

As a business man Mr. Priestley has been eminently 
successful, and few men exceed him in knowledge of 
commercial matters, so far as concerns the worsted trade of 
this districts He has for many years been a member of the 
Council of the Bradford Chamber of Commerce and an active 
participator in its deliberations. Mr. Priestley is aliso a 
member of the Bradford bench of magistrates. 

For the first time for many years there was no contest 
in any of the wards of the borough in November, 1878. 
Mr. Angus Holden was unanimously elected Mayor, and he 
was re-elected in November, 1879, and again in November, 
1880. 

The events of the three years during which Mr. Holden 
has been the official head of the Corporation rank in 
importance with those which immediately preceded them, 
although for obvious reasons the Corporation have studiously 
avoided an aggressive policy. The long spell of commercial 
depression which Bradford shared with many other centres 
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of commerce has not been withont iis^ effect upon mmiicipal 
energy, and as a rule, only works of actual necessity have 
been proceeded with. 

On the 28th of May, 1879, the Permanent Art Gallery 
in connection with the Free Library was opened by the 
Mayor, who with others lent the best pictures and works of 
art and vertu in their possession for a lengthened term. 

The Corporation also purchased a piece of ground in 
Hammerton Street, Leeds Bead, for the purpose of erecting 
buildings and apparatus for the destruction and purification 
of town refuse, which had become a serious drug upon the 
hands of the Sanitary Committee. A piece of land situate 
at Southfield Lane has since been purchased for a similar 
purpose to the above. The Hammerton Street works are 
now in full operation. 

The Street Improvement Committee also carried forward 
their works in Sun Bridge Boad, Oak Lane, Lilycroft, 
Snake Hill Lane, Bolton Lane (now Queen's Boad), and 
Manningham Lane, sanctioned in previous years ; and the 
Waterworks Committee pushed on the works in connection 
with the Upper Barden Beservoirs, the reservoir on Idle 
Hill, and those at Oxenhope. 

In October it was proposed to make application for a 
provisional order authorising the construction of tramways 
by the Corporation along three of the principal roads in the 
borough, namely: — Manningham Lane, to the borough 
boundary; Leeds Boad, to the borough boundary; Sun 
Bridge Boad and Thornton Boad, to the borough boundary. 
The necessary powers having been granted the Corporation 
'are now (1881) commencing the laying down of the lines, 
having let the working of the same to Messrs. Tufton; 
Mason & Busby, a firm of tramway contractors, at the 
rate of £290 per mile for the first ten years of the term, 
and £800 per mile for the remainder of the lease. The 
total length of the three lines is five miles seven furlongs, 
namely :— Manningham Lane, two miles three furlongs; 
Leeds Boad, one mile four furlongs; Sun Bridge Boad 
and Thornton Boad, one mile six furlongs. 
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In March, 1879| oocarred the death of Alderman Wm. 
Whitehead. In many respects Mr. Whitehead was a 
public man, whether in a political, religious, municipal, or 
commercial sense. Of his capacity for public usefulness 
his municipal work may be taken as a sufficient indication, 
and in whateyer sphere he moved his admirable judgment 
and business tact, his mastery of details and ready comnuind 
of language, stood him in good stead. Almost continuously 
since the year 1850 Alderman Whitehead had been a 
member of the Town Council. While acting in that capacity 
his persistency in advocating measures which he believed to 
be for the public good did not always bring him popularity, 
as in the case of the building bye-laws, in which the 
question of back-to-back houses was involved, when Mr. 
Whitehead suffered defeat by the loss of his seat for the 
Little Horton Ward. Upon entering the Council he sat 
for the North Ward, and was an active member of the 
Building and Improvement, the Waterworks, and the Street 
and Drainage Committees. After being out of the Council 
for a short time he was re-elected for the Little Horton 
Ward in 1871, along with Mr. John Hardaker. In June, 
1875, a vacancy occurring on the aldermanic bench by 
the death of Mr. Joseph Dawson, Mr. Whitehead was 
unanimously elected. His death occurred in the fifty-eighth 
year of his age. 

The year 1880 was chiefly notable for the opening of 
Bowling Park by the Mayor on the 4th of September. The 
park is fifty-three acres in extent, and has been admirably 
laid out by Messrs. Kershaw & Hepworth, the total amount 
expended in its purchase and construction being £46,700. 
The park is bounded on one side by the historically 
interesting mansion of Boiling Hall, the first purchase of 
land having been made in August, 1874, when sixty-one 
acres were bought from the Rev. G. B. Paley for the sum 
of £20,000, £6000 of which was repaid by the Waterworks 
Committee for land required for a service reservoir. The 
Council having in May, 1878, determined to set apart as a 
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public recreation gronnd fifteen acres of ground at Bradford 
Moor, acquired by purchase from Miss Bawson, the lady of 
the manor, the series of public parks and recreation grounds 
contemplated for the use of the inhabitants is now complete. 

Inconvenience and danger to the pubUc having arisen 
from the holding of the Cattle and Pleasure Fairs on the 
same days, the Corporation determined to exercise the 
prerogative conferred upon it as lessee of the market rights 
to issue a decree that the Bradford Pleasure Fairs shall be 
held on the first Monday in July and the first Monday in 
January ; the Cattle Fairs to be held on the 17th of June 
and the 9th of December as heretofore. 

During the year the Finance Committee felt it necessary, 
in conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce, to press 
upon the Lancashire and Yorkshire Bailway Company the 
absolute necessity for an immediate improvement in the 
existing accommodation at the Exchange Bailway Station. 
The company promised that no time should be lost in 
carrying out the necessary alterations, and some of the 
works have now (1881) been commenced. The scheme of 
the company provides for the erection of a large goods 
station upon the site of the premises formerly occupied 
by Messrs. Wood & Walker, in Bridge Street, and the 
enlargement of the existing passenger station. In addition 
to the area, about seven acres, comprising the site of 
Messrs. Wood & Walker's premises, the company have 
removed several hundred dwelling-houses and shops in the 
vicinity of York Street, Croft Street, and Broomfields, in 
order to obtain access to the goods station. 

In August, 1880, the death of Mr. Joseph Taylor 
Newboult, the head official of the rate-collecting department 
of the Corporation, deprived the town of an old and valued 
servant. Mr. Newboult had held the post of Borough 
Collector from March, 1858, having been appointed to it 
soon after the death of Mr. William Clough. Prior to that 
period the two offices of borough accountant and collector of 
rates had been combined in Mr. Clough. In the discharge 
of his somewhat onerous duties Mr. Newboult brought to 
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bear an especial aptitnde, haying profited by bis training 
for the work under the former collector. For many years 
he had taken an especial interest in the operations of the 
Bradford Mechanics' Institnte, having been a member of the 
Conncil since 1858, daring which period he was honorary 
secretary for seventeen years. 

In the October following Mr. Newbonlt*8 death Mr. 
J, W. Gill, his depnty, was appointed chief collector, at the 
salary of j£200 per annum. 

In October also Mr. F. D. Sandell, of Leeds, was 
appointed borough accountant in the place of Mr. John 
Hamer, resigned, at the salary of £800 per annum. 

The municipal elections during the year were again 
allowed to pass over without a single contest. The Mayor, 
Alderman Holden, was a second time re-elected, and the 
following members of the Council were elected aldermen, 
namely, Messrs. Frederick Priestman, Isaac Smith, Thomas 
A. Watson, John Wright, senior, James Law, Edward 
West, Thomas Hill, and Wilson Sutcliffe, the last-named 
in place of Mr. Briggs Priestley, resigned. 

During the present year (1881) the Corporation acquired 
Aurther Parliamentary powers by the passing of the Bradford 
Waterworks and Improvement Bill, making the thirteenth 
Act of Parliament obtained under its auspices since the 
period of incorporation, in addition to several provisional 
orders. Upon reference to the previous portion of these 
''Notes" it will be found that Acts of Parliament were 
obtained by the Corporation in the years 1850, 1854, 1855, 
1868, 1862, 1866, 1868, 1869, 1871, 1878, 1875, and 
1878. 

The measure with which the Corporation went to 
Parliament in 1881 was what is styled an '' omnibus " bill, 
embracing a number of objects divergent in character. The 
varied objects sought to be obtained were as follow, namely, 
power to construct additional works for the storage of water ; 
to enlarge the district of supply and the extension of time 
for construction of waterworks already authorised ; to extend 
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and enlarge the boundary of the borough, and to incorporate 
therewith for municipal and sanitary purposes the townships 
or local board districts of Shipley and Heaton, Thornton, 
Allerton, Tong Street, Idle, and Windhill, and the hamlets 
of Tyersal and Thombury ; to make provision for the proper 
division of the borough into wards, and apportioning the 
number of aldermen and councillors ; to acquire lands 
required for street improvements ; to enable the Corporation 
to borrow additional sums of money; to make provision 
for the supply of water to small tenements, the better 
detection of infectious diseases, the more effectual suppres- 
sion of disorderly houses, the better regulation of places 
for public dancing, music, and like entertainments; the 
better enforcement of sale of coal by weight ; the amendment 
of building regulations, &c., &c. 

This somewhat comprehensive measure elicited a con- 
siderable amount of criticism and some opposition, the latter 
being chiefly confined to the waterworks clauses, and those 
affecting the extension of the borough boundaries. By the 
former the Corporation proposed to construct three reservoirs 
upon Morton Beck, known as the Sunnydale scheme, two 
of them being compensation reservoirs and the other for the 
supply of the district. These reservoirs were in substitution 
for the one at Brunthwaite, sanctioned in the Act of 1875, 
which it was proposed to abandon. A most persistent 
opposition was offered to the scheme by the directors of 
the Leeds and Liverpool Canal Company, who claimed the 
waters of the Morton Beck for the supply of the canal. 
The opposition was not successful. Considerable opposition 
was also aroused by the annexation clauses of the proposed 
bill, especially by ilie local gas companies, who were so far 
successful in their opposition as to obtain clauses prohibiting 
the Corporation from supplying gas within the districts 
proposed to be incorporated. Those limits were ultimately 
curtailed to comprise only the townships of Heaton and 
Allerton, and the hamlets of Tyersal and Thombury. The 
remaining sections were unopposed, and the bill received the 
Royal Assent on the 18th of July, 1881. 
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On and after the 1st of May^ 1882, therefore, the 
borough of Bradford, as it now exists, will be extended by 
the addition of the townships of Allerton and Heaton, and 
portions of the townships of Galverley and Pudsey, namely, 
the hamlets of Thombmry and Tyersal. The following 
tables, taken from the census returns of 1881, show the 
numerical strength of the borough, as it existed in April 
last, and the proposed additions: — 



Townshipt. 




Honaes. 



I 
I 



I 



I 



Persons. 



Bolton 

Bowling 

Bradford (E). 
Bradford (W) 

Horton 

Manningham. 

AUerton 

Heaton 

Tversal 

Tnombnry.... 

Total 



1,271 


539 


136 


41 


1,278 


1,900 


20,962 


6,051 


448 


121 


13,640 


15,098 


41,302 


10,266 


1,134 


85 


24,065 


26,158 


23,138 


8,438 


437 


— 


8,389 


9,751 


40,725 


9,651 


751 


17 


21,019 


25,011 


19,683 


7,478 


578 


43 


16,750 


20,554 


147,101 


37,423 


3,479 


307 


85,136 


97,872 


2,903 


736 


96 


_ 


1,694 


1,988 


1,929 


639 


75 


1 


1,458 


1,648 


2,000 


689 


118 


— 


1,499 


1,646 


— 


326 


49 


1 


715 


810 


6,832 


2,390 


328 


2 


5,366 


6,092 


153,938 


39,813 


3,807 


309 


90,502 


103,964 



2,573 
28,738 
50,223 
18,140 
46,030 
37,304 

183,008 

3,682 
3,106 
3,145 
1,525 



11,458 
194,460 



The additional area of the borough will be equal to 3554 
acres, namely : — Allerton, 1849 ; Heaton, 1822 ; Tyersal, 
187 ; Thombury, 246. Added to the present area of the 
borough, 7221 acres, the addition will give a total area of 
10,776 acres. The rateable value of the various townships 
comprising the borough in March last was as follows : — 
Bradford, £462,654; Bowling, de95,380 10s.; Horton, 
£192,505 10s.; Manningham, £167,511 10s.; Bolton, 
£9286 10s, ; total, £927,288. To this must be added the 
assessable value of Allerton, Heaton, Tyersal, and Thombury, 
giving an aggregate for the extended borough of £968,000. 
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In order to effect a proper diyision of the borough as 
enlarged; the Borough Becorder will determine the number 

of wards into which the new borough shall be divided, 
and will allot to each the number of representatives, not 
exceeding forty-five in the aggregate, the award to take 
effect from the 1st of May, 1882. 

The Corporation also concluded the purchase, during 
the year 1881, of sixty-two acres of land, adjoining 
Bowling Park, as the site of a public cemetery for that 
district. The purchase was recommended to the Council by 
Alderman Blackburn on behalf of the Sanitary Committee, 
in consequence of the rapid diminution of burial-places 
within the borough. The proposed site has a considerable 
frontage to Rooley Lane, and abuts on a projected road near 
the Park. The price of the ground was £17>280, being 
equal to one shilling and a farthing per yard. 

In May during this year the death of Mr. John Bawson, 
of Bradford Moor, occurred, a gentleman who, for many 
years, was a prominent member of the Town Council. 

Mr. Bawson was a native of Sowerby Bridge, where he 
was bom in July, 1804. After working as an operative in 
that neighbourhood, he commenced business as a cotton 
spinner at Halifax, removing to Bradford in the year 1841, 
where, with the late Mr. Samuel Sutcliffe, he commenced 
business as cotton spinner at Laycock's Mill, Thornton 
Boad. Messrs. Sutcliffe & Bawson afterwards erected the 
large works known as Valley Mills, but dissolving partner- 
ship, Mr. Bawson bought some mill property at Bradford 
Moor, formerly in the occupation of Mr. Edward Billingsley, 
which he rebuilt and enlarged. Although Mr. Bawson took 
a prominent part in many movements in Bradford, his 
public life will probably be best remembered in connection 
with the Town Council, of which he was a member from 
the granting of the Charter of Incorporation until the 
year 1871, with but a brief ioterval. In the very early 
stages of corporate work Mr. Bawson allied himself with 
the progressive party, but in later years "Cotton John," 
as he was often called to distinguish him from Mr. John 
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Bawson, the late To¥m Clerk, was an uncompromising 
economist in the expenditare of pnbUc money ; indeed, he 
carried out this idea to an extra\ragant degree. Mr. Bawson, 
neverthelesSi rendered good service npon the Street and 
Drainage Committee, and he was for three years yice- 
chairman of the Sanitary Committee. 

Alderman Holden, the present Mayor, is a worthy 
snccessor of many honoured citizens who have preceded 
him in the mayoral office. Elected at a time when the 
commercial and political horizons were none of the clearest, 
he has won ''golden opinions" from all sections of his fellow- 
burgesseS) for the excellent judgment he has displayed in 
steering the corporate barque during the past three years- 
Interested to a large extent in all that concerns the material 
welfare of Bradford, the Mayor has, by the buoyancy of his 
utterances, done much to sustain the faith of others in the 
future of the town, and he has had no small share in 
restoring that good fellowship and neighbourliness which 
to some extent had become disjointed by the political 
struggles of the previous years. Upon no previous occasion 
since the incorporation of the borough were the situation 
and outlook more critical than during Mr. Holden's tenure 
of office, but the period has been bridged without commercial 
disaster, and the prospect is now altogether hopeful. 

Mr. Angus Holden is the eldest son of Mr. Isaac 
Holden, of Oakworth House, and was bom at CuUingwoiiih 
in the year 1888. In 1847 he entered upon business Ufe, 
and in 1849 wont to France, where for nine years he was 
associated with his father in developing the business of 
machine woolcombing, a department of industry in which 
the firm of Isaac Holden & Sons has achieved so pre- 
eminent a reputation. Mr. Holden returned to Bradford 
in 1858/ and soon afterwards his firm commenced the 
business now carried on at Alston Works, Thornton Boad. 
Besides these extensive premises they have establishments 
at Croix, near Boubaix, and at Bheims, in France. Some 
idea of the magnitude of Messrs. Holden's operations, and 
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of the immense strides made in woolcombing generally, may 
be gathered from the fact that the five hundred carding 
engines and three hundred combing machines at work in 
their three establishments accomplish a result which it 
would have required 80,000 workpeople to have produced 
in the days of hand combing. 

Mr. Holden's connection with municipal life commenced 
in November, 1868, when he was returned for the West 
Ward, after a warm political contest. For this ward he sat 
until the year 1871 , when he was again elected, and served 
until 1874. After being out of the Council for three years, 
he was returned for the East Ward in November, 1877, 
there being again a strong party contest. Upon the death of 
Mr. H. Snowden in 1879, Mr. Holden was raised to the 
aldermanic bench. In November, 1878, while still a 
councillor, he was unanimously chosen Mayor, and was 
re-elected in 1879 and 1880. During his connection with 
the Corporation Mr. Holden has made himself thoroughly 
famiUar with municipal work, having given especial attention 
to the departments appertaining to the public health, the 
management of the waterworks, and police supervision. 
During the month of September, 1880, he had the pleasure 
of opening Bowling Park, the occasion being marked by 
much rejoicing on the part of the inhabitants of Bowling ; 
and the Mayor was presented with a valuable silver gilt key 
by the members of the Council. In the month of June 
during the same year, the memorial stone of the new 
Technical School, situate in Horton Road, was laid by 
Lieut. -Colonel Britten, Master of the Worshipful Company 
of Cloth workers, London. Although not of municipal 
origin, the benefits resulting from this institution are 
expected to prove of immense value to the commercial 
interests of Bradford, which in an eminent degree are 
dependent upon efficiency in technical knowledge. The 
project has been assisted by the Clothworkers' Guild, by a 
contribution of £8000 towards the building fund (estimated 
at £25,000), and scholarships valued at £150 per annum. 
In January, 1876, Mr. Holden presented to the Bradford 
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Corporation the fine picture of the Coronation of Qneen 
Victoria, by £. T. Paris, which is now hung in the Mayor's 
Parlour at the Town Hall. 

Of Mr. Holden*s practical sympathy with movements of 
a social, religious, and philanthropic character, he has given 
substantial proof. To only two or three projects identified 
with his name, however, can reference be made. Between 
the years 1869 and 1872 Mr. Holden established a large 
number of depots in Bradford for the supply of cheap and 
substantial food to the working classes — a project involving 
a considerable amount of personal supervision and an outlay 
of several thousand pounds. That movement was not 
successful, although conducted upon the model of the 
Glasgow system, which was an undoubted success. The 
reasons contributing to its failure it would be difficult to 
define ; probably the times were too prosperous to render 
them acceptable to the class which it was Mr. Holden's 
desire to benefit. With the view of affording healthy 
entertainment in place of much that was of an objectionable 
character in the borough, he also established cheap Saturday 
evening entertainments in St. George's Hall, but these again 
failed to attract the class for which they were intended, and 
the project was given up. About the same period, Mr. 
Holden conducted at his own expense elaborate experiments 
for the purification of town sewage, by the processes of 
precipitation and deodorisation, the results of which were of 
much assistance to the Corporation in determining upon the 
process of sewage defoecation. The most enduring monument 
of his enterprise, however, exists in the noble pile of 
buildings, known as the Swan Arcade, opposite the Exchange 
in Market Street, which was erected in 1877 upon the site 
of the White Swan Inn premises, and has involved an outlay 
of over £160,000. 

Mr. Holden's name was placed on the commission of the 
peace for the borough in March, 1871. In politics he is an 
advanced Liberal, and is attached to the Wesleyan form of 
religious polity. He has also been the President of the 
Bradford Sunday School Union since the year 1878. 



HI3T0BI0AL NOTES. 225 

In endeavonring to present in chronological order a 
risurrU of the work of the Bradford Corporation since the 
year 1847, the date of incorporation, it is obvious that 
matters of a routine character could only be incidentally 
touched upon. As affecting the interests of the borough, 
however, the steady every-day work of the Corporation, 
whether in regard to the deliberations of the committee- 
room or the routine of the administrative department, is of 
the first importance. Elaborate details of this work are 
given in the annual reports presented to the Council. To 
ttiese records we must refer exacting readers. 

The following figures, however, may be given in illustra- 
tion of the magnitude of the operations of the Corporation 
at the present time. The present rateable value of the 
property in the borough is d£927,288, and the Corporation 
have borrowing powers amounting to d64,212,410. The 
total amount of mortgage debt is £8,662,858. 

The requirements of the borough for municipal purposes 
for 1881 were as follow — Towards borough fund, dB113,178; 
for general district purposes, £84,887; total, £198,015. 
Towards the amount required for borough purposes a sum 
of £29,000 was applied from gas profits, thereby reducing 
the amount required from the overseers by precept to 
£84,178, requiring a rate of two shillings and a penny in 
the pound. The amount of the general district rate was 
two shillings and twopence in the pound. 

The accompanying plan affords a comprehensive idea of 
the extensive ramifications of the Corporation scheme of 
waterworks, and the districts within the limits of supply, 
which comprise an area of 76,000 acres, and contain a 
population of 865,000 souls. The blue lines indicate the 
sources of supply of the low level and high level systems, 
and the black lines the medium of distribution. The 
boundaries of the extended borough are also shown by a 
fringed outline. Since the period when the works became 
the property of the Corporation in 1855 the income from 
the sale of water has gradually increased. In 1856 it 
amounted to £10,225 ; it is now £85,000 per annum« 
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The foDowing informaiioii as to the extent, capacity, 
&0.9 of the several reservoirs in connection with the 
Bradford Corporation Waterworks, will be of interest : — 



Nmmeof 
Baterroir. 



SUPPLY RESEBYOIBB. 



in 
GalloDi. 



I 



Ft. 




Yda. 



U 



Acres. 




li 



Ft. 



Low Lkyxl. 



^Bftrden— Upper 
Barden— Lower ., 

Chelker 

Cllelkel^-Wert .. 
Heaton (Service) 

Stabden 

Hortoo Bank 

Brayihaw , 

IdleHiU 

^Thornton Moor 



480,000,000 
483,404,000 
228,582,000 

81,000,000 



00 


525 


125 


60 


MHM 


00 


750 


96 


56 


2610 


37 


388 


45 


57i 


1290 


— 


346 


— 




— 


38 


866 


39 


8i 


"— 



11801 
697 
721 

— 523 



High Lxtil. 



98,184,000 


53 


190 


82 


11 


900 


160,000,000 


60 


530 


100 


16 


— 


57,000,000 


19 


1090 


38 


13 


— 


5,500,000 


m 


293 


23* 


1 


— 


185,000,000 


261 


1376 


43i 


40 


"^ 



1028 
910 
97S 
750 

1240 



Old Works. 



Chellow Dean, 

Upper 

Cbellow Lower 

Whetley Hill (Serrioe) 



} 













Many 


50,000,000 


44 


120 


55 


8 


WellB 
Spring 


28,000,000 


37 


90 


46 


^ 


ti 


2,650,000 


12 


"^ 


18 


ll 





671 

640 
518 



COMPENSATION BESEBYOIBS. 



Grimwith 

Silflden 

Doe Park 
Hewenden 
Leeming .. 
Leeehaw .. 



634,000,000 
280,000,000 
110,000,000 
70,000,000 
121,474,000 
126,562,000 



66 


233 


83 


94 


7000 


78 


187 


94 


25 


2000 


52 


170 


60 


20 


1000 


a5 


230 


48 


14 


1000 


57 


247 


75 


m 


515 


55^ 


367 


771 


m 


505 



877 
580 
850 
687 
836 
850 



* The Upper Harden and Thornton Moor rewrroin being onoompleted workst 
the partioalart giren aboTe ae to extent of water capacity, Ac, are neoeeeuily 
approximate. 
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LIST OF MAYOBJB, ALDBBMEN, AND COUKCILLOBS SIKGB THE 
INCORPORATION OF THE BOROUGH IN 1M7 .— 

Mayors. 

V Bnyshaw, Wniiam 1866-7 

¥ Brown, Henry 1856-7, 1857-8, 1858-9 

V DawBon,Mark 1869-70, 1870-71 

Forbes, Henry 1849-50 

V Farrar, Joeeph 1868-4 

V Godwin, John Yenimore 1865-6 

V Holden,Angna 1878-9 1879-80,1880-1 

V Law, James 1867-8 

V Milligan, Robert 1847, 1847-8 

Mnrgatroyd, William 1854^ 1855-6 

V Mitcbell, Henry 1874-5 

V Priestley, Briggs 1877-8 

V Rand,^miiam 1850-1 

^ Rhodes, Manoab 1873-4 

V Salt, Titos 1848-9 

i Smith, Samuel 1851-2 1852-3 

r Semon, Oharles 1864-5 

V SutoUflfe, Wilson 1875-6 

Thompson, Matthew William 1862-8, 1871-2, 1872-3 

i Wright, Isaac 1859-60,1860-1,1861-2 

V West, Edward 1868-9 

V Wand, George Motley 1876-7 



The Anthor regrets his inability to obtain the consent of Mr. M. W. 
Thompson, Mayor of Bradford in the years 1863^ 1872^ and 
1873j that bis Portrait should form one of the series in this 
Volume. Portraits of Mr. Hbnbt Fobbbs and Mr. William 
MuBaATBOTO, from which Photographic Negativcb could be 
obtained, are not in existence. 
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LIST OF MAYOBS^ ALDESMEN, AND OOUNCILLOBS SIKGE THE 
INCOBPOSATIOE OV THE BOBOUGH IN 1U7 :— 

Matobs. 

V Bnyshaw, William 18C6-7 

¥ Brown, Henry 1856-7, 1867-8, 1858-9 

V DawKjn, Mark 1869-70, 1870-71 

Forbes, Henry 1849-50 

V Farrar, Joseph 1868-i 

V Godwin, John Yenimore 1865-6 

V Holden,Angna 1878-9 1879-80,1880-1 

V Law, James 1867-8 

V Milligan, Boberk 1847, 1847-8 

Mnrgatroyd, WilUam 1854-5 1855-6 

V Mitchell, Henry 1874-5 

V Prieetley, Briggs 1877-8 

V Rand, William 1850-1 

V Bhodes, Manoah 1873-4 

V Salt, Titus 1848-9 

V Smith, Samuel 1861-2 1852-3 

f Semon, Oharles 1864-5 

V Sntoliflfe, Wilson 1875-6 

Thompson, Matthew William 1862-3, 1871-2, 1872-3 

1 Wright, Isaac 1859-60,1860-1,1861-2 

V West, Edward 1868-9 

/ Wand, George Motley 1876-7 



Aldkrmen. 



Atkinson, John 1855 to 1862 j^ j ^ | 

Ambler, Thomas 1856 „ 1862 , ««p - • \ 



S 1849 to 1853 
1859 „ 1872 
Ambler, John 1875 „ 1877 Firth, Thomas 1862 „ 1865 



Beanmont, Thomas ... 1847 „ 1859 

Brown, Henry 1847 „ 1877 

Back, Thomas 1857 „ 1864 

Biayshaw, William ... 1859 ^prsnt 

Blackbnm, John 1877 



)i I) 



Chee8ebrongh,Wm.... 1847 „ 1849 

Clayton, T. G 1850 „ 1853 

Cole, James 1868 „ 1874 

Dawson, Joseph 1868 „ 1876 

Dawson, Mark 1868 „ 1875 

Forbes, Henry 1847 „ 1853 



Gamett, James 1847 „ 1850 

Gordon, John 1852 „ 1856 

Gamett, William 1853 „ 1859 

Godwin, John Y. 1863 „ 1868 

HoUings, John 1862 „ 1864 

Hick, Joseph 1871 „ 1877 

Hill, Thomas 1874 „prsnt 

Hill, John 1877,, ,r 

Holden, Angus 1-879,, „ 

Jowett, Jas. Atkinson. 1673 „ 187 
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Kenion, Edwmrd 


1862 to 1864 


Smith, Samuel, 






Kell, Sobert 


1862 


.,1863 


Fieldhead 


. 1847 to 1856 








Semon, Gharlea 


. 1862 , 


, 1868 


LnptoB, JoahoA 


1847 


„ 1852 


Sohofield, John, 






Light, Jobn 


1856 


„ 1862 


College Honae 


. 1864, 


, 1868 


Leaoh, Joseph 


1859 


„ 1865 


Smith, Samuel, 






Lftw, Junee 


1868 


.,prant 


Melbourne Plaee .. 


. 1864, 


, 1868 


LeemiDg, JamM 


1868 


„ 1878 


Scott, Silas 


. 1868 , 


, 1874 


MiUigan, Bobert 


1847 


„ 1856 


Sntcliffe, Wilaon 


(1868, 
11880 


, 1874 


Margatroyd, WilliAm 


1849 


„ 1860 


Shepherd, W.H 


. 1871 , 


, 1877 


Bfitohell, John 


1856 


„ 1868 


Storey, Samuel 


. 1871 , 


, 1877 


Mitchell, Henry 


1871 


„ 1877 


Snowden, Henry 


1877 , 


, 1879 


Mitchell, Abrahftm ... 


1874 


„ 1880 


Smith, laaao 


. 1880 




Peel,Willi&in 


1852 


II 1855 


Turner, Edwin 


. 1856 , 


, 1886 


Pollard, Joahua 

Priestley, Brigga 


1866 
1879 


„ 1868 
II 1880 


Thompaon, M. W. .. 


1860, 
ll872. 


, 1863 
, 1880 


Prieatman, John 


1877 


„prBnt 


Tetley , Benjamin 


. 1868 , 


, 1873 


Prieatman, Frederick 


1880 




Terry, Benjamin 


. 1868 , 


, 1880 


Bipley, Edward 


1847 


11 1856 


Waud, Christopher .. 


. 1847 , 


, 1849 


Band, William 

Bogera, George 


1847 
1847 


„ 1862 
II 1857 


Wriffht. laaao 


. 185S , 


, 1865 


Wand, Edward 


. 1857 , 


, 1860 


Bamaden, John 


1852 


II 1857 


Weat, Edward 


J1865, 
1 1874 , 


, 1871 


Bonae, William 


1854 


„ 1860 




yprmt 


Bipley, Henry Wm. ... 


1859 


„ 1860 


Wright, John, aen. .. 


. 1878 , 


, 1880 


Bawaon, John 


1865 


„ 1871 


Waud, Qentge Motley 1874 , 


, 1880 


Bobertahair, Jeremiah 


1866 


„ 1868 


Whitehead, William.. 


. 1875 , 


, 1879 








Wataon, William 


1877 , 


,pr8iit 


Salt,Titna 


1847 


II 1852 


Wilcock, John 


. 1877 , 


1 i» 


Smith, Joaeph 


1847 


II 1852 


Wataon, T. Adam 


. 1880 





Anderton, Swithin ... 1847 

Atkinaon, Samuel ... 1847 

Alderson, George 1847 

Addison, G.Wm 1847 

Auty, Squire 1849 

Ackroyd, Cowling 1849 

Ambler, Thomas 1850 

Atkinaon, John 1851 

Andrews, William 1853 

Armibage, George 1854 

Ambler, Jeremiah 1861 

Ambler, John 1866 

Atkinaon, W.C 1865 

Anderaon, Chriatopher 1869 

Anderton, S. B 1870 

Atkinson, Nathan 1875 

Armitage, J. B 1876 



COUNCILLOBS. 

to 1848 BiUingaley, Edward... 1847 

,,1848 Brigg, Joahua 1847 

„ 1852 Berry, Beioamin 1847 

„ 1849 Bottomley, Samuel ... 1847 

,,1852 Bilton, James 1847 

,,1851 Bartle,John 1847 

„ 1856 Buckle, William 1847 

„ 1855 Bazendale, Dayid 1848 

,,1856 Booth, John 1850 

„ 1857 Brayahaw, William ... 1851 

:\Z ft^ber.ThoM- l\^ 

„ 1874 Bentley, Edwin 1852 

„ 1872 Blackburn, John, aen. 1853 

" 1^ Blackburn, John, jun. [ ^ 
W 1877 



to 1849 
, 1851 
, 1855 
, 18S3 
, 1848 
, 1849 
, 1848 
, 1849 
, 1853 
, 1857 
, 1854 
, 1875 
, 1855 
, 1858 
, 1871 
, 1877 
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Biooksbank, William J J^SS to 1^ 

Brownbridge, K. {J|^ ;; J^? 

Bentham, JoBeph 1854 ,, 1860 

Berry, Thomaa 1855 „ 1858 

BreretoD, John Le Gay 1855 „ 1858 

Baxendale, Abraham.. 1856 „ 1862 

Bakes, WiUUun 1857 „ 1860 

Binns, George 1859 „ 1865 

Broadbent, John 1864 „ 1872 

Bray, John 1865 „ 1868 

Barker, Henry 1866 „ 1869 

BriggB, Arthur 1867 „ 1870 

Boothroyd, Joseph ... 1867 „ 1870 

Bottomley, Thomas ... 1867 „ 1869 

Bottomley, M 1871 „ 1874 

Binns, Joseph 1875 „pr8nt 

Brayshaw, Mark 1876 „ 1878 

Barker, Jonathan 1879 „ prsnt 

Bower, John 1880 

Beanmoni, G. P 1880 

Bockle, John 1880 

Clayton, John 1847 

Glough, John 1847 

Ooates, George 1850 

Cole, John 1850 

Charleeworth, J 1852 

Corless, William 1853 

Cooke, William 1854 

Clongh, Hudson 1854 

Growther, John 1856 

Collins, George 1857 

Cliff, Joseph 1857 

Clarke, William 1858 

Cole, James i}^ 

* Cl8d0 

Cannan, William 1866 

Crabtree, Richard ... 1866 

Denby, John 1847 

DriTer, Peter 1848 

Denton, Bichard 1848 

Diggles, James 1848 

Dale, John 1849 

Dalby, James 1852 

Dawson, Joseph 1859 

Dawson, Mark 1863 

Douglas, James 1864 

Drommond, James ... 1867 

Dawson, G. F 1870 



Doggan, E. P 1874topr8nt 

Drake, Nathan 1877,, „ 



1848 
1852 

1853 
1855 
1856 
1863 
1857 
1859 
1860 

1861 
1868 



,,1872 



1851 
1852 
1854 
1851 
1854 
1855 
1865 
1868 
1868 
1870 
1878 



Edmondflon, J. S 1854 

Eagle, Bobert 1879 

Sdhoose, Henry 1879 



Farrar, Joseph, sen.... 

Firth, James 

Firth, Daniel 

Firth, Thomas 

Fox, E. E 

Farrar, Joseph, jnn.... 

Fairbank, James 

Franoe, W. H 

Feather, Smith 



< 18-17 

U855 

1847 

1848 

1852 

1854 

(1857 

(1864 

1864 

J 1867 

C1874 

1880 



Ghpeen, James 1847 

German, William | }^l 

GloTer. John J ^^"^ 

* 1 1849 

Gott»John 1847 

Gordon, John 1847 

Glover, William 1849 

Gaznett, William 1850 

Guy, William 1860 

Glover, Mark 1864 

GKbson, Jonathan 1868 

Greenhough, L 1868 

Gamble, Samuel 1871 

Gott, Charles 1877 



Hill, Jno., scale maker 
Hill, John, maltster ... 

Hudson, Joseph 

Hammond, James 

Howitt, George 

Hird, James 

Haley, John 

Hick, Joseph 

Hill, Thomas 

Holden, Angus 



Hardaker, John. 



Hargreaves, James 

Hill, John 

Hill,F.W 



1847 

1847 

1851 

1852 

1856 

1859 

1859 

1863 

1866 

C1868 

11877 

(1868 

C1875 

1870 

1870 

1871 



1860 

1880 

prsnt 

1849 
1859 
1848 
1850 
1855 
1857 
1859 
1877 
1867 
1873 
prsnt 



1848 
1851 
1856 
1848 
1854 
1850 
1850 
1852 
1853 
1863 
1867 
1873 
1872 
1877 
prsnt 

1853 
1850 
1860 
1858 
1859 
1862 
1869 
1871 
1874 
1874 
1879 
1874 
prsnt 

1877 
1877 
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Holt,BiohArd 1872 to 1875 

Holdfworth, Sqaive ... 1874 „ 1877 

HargreaTet, Oeoiige... 1878 „ 1880 

Holdiworth, W 1880 

niingworib, J. A 1848 ,, 1851 

Inghtm, John H^S vj^ 

• * C1866 'fi7.*70 

nUnffworth, Henry ... 1859 „ 1861 

n>b«u»n.waiu» f}^;:l|?^ 

lUingworth, Joseph ... 1859 „ 1865 

lUingworth, J. T 1859 ,, 1867 

IlUngworth, John 1862 ,, 1868 

T 1- T^v- f 18W „ 1870 

^"'^•'^^^'^ {1871,, 1880 

niingwovth. Booth ... 1867 „ 1876 

Ingle, Beiqamin -1874 „ 1877 

Ingham, Beigamin ... 1877 „pnnt 
niingworth, Alfred ... 1877 „ „ 

Jennings, John 1848 „ 1850 

Jowett, Joseph 1855 „ 1863 

Jowett, Edmund 1856 „ 1864 

Jennings, William 1860 „ 1863 

Johnson, Geoige 1865 „ 1867 

Jowett, J. H. A 1878 „prsnt 

Johnson, G. S 1874 „ 1876 

King, John 1847 „ 1848 

Keighley, James 1848 „ 1850 

Kenion, Edwaid 1849 „ 1855 

/1851 „ 1854 
Kershaw, Henry -(1859 „ 1863 

11873 „ 1876 
Keighley, William ... 1858 „ 1861 

Lees, Charles 1848 „ 1852 

lister, George T 1848 „ 1851 

T I. T^-^i, ^853 „ 1859 

^^^^^o^^^ 11866 ;; 1870 

light, John 1854 „ 1856 

Lowenthal, Setgd. 1863 „ 1869 

Lawson, W. W 1863 „ 1866 

Leeming, James 1865 „ 1868 

Lund, Joseph 1868 „ 1871 

Lohley, William 1876 „pr8nt 

Lister, William 1880 

Metcalf, William 1847 „ 1852 

MitoheU,B.J 1847 „ 1848 

Margerison,Bichard.. 1847 „ 1849 



Moore, John 

Hills, Thomas 

Ifargerison, J. L. 

Moromer, B. P 

Moore, James 

Milnes, Henry 

Moody, Nathaniel 

Myers, John } 

McKean, Andrew 

Moorhonse, William... 

Mitchell, Henry 

Mitohell, Abraham . . . 

Morley, J. L. 

Moulson, William 

MeUor,DaTid 

Newby, Biohard 

Nntter, Joseph 

Neill, Archibald 

Naylor, Abraham 

Newbonlt, Bobert 

Nicholson, John 

Onions, Edward 

Onthwaite, Thomas ... 
Oddy, William 

Peel,WilUam 

Patterson, Bobert 

Pollard, Joshua, Grow 

Trees 

Parratt, Edward, C 

Hawksworth 1 

Poppleton, Joe 

Pickup, Mark 

Peel, John 

Pollard, Joshua, Bent- 
ley Street 

Prest, William 

Petty, Bobert 

Poole, George i 

Patchett, Henry 

Pearson, George 

Priestley, Briggs 

Priestman, John 

Priestman, Edward ... 
Priestman, Frederick 
Pratt, Ghrutopher ... 

Pullan, John 

Pease, Biohard 



851 to 1854 

852 „ 1858 
858 

855 „ 1861 
855 „ 1858 
858 „ 1860 

860 „ 1866 

861 „ 1864 
873 „ 1876 
864 

869 „ 1872 

870 

872 „ 1874 

876 ,,prBnt« 

877 „ „ 
877 „ „ 

847 „ 1849 
855 „ 1861 

860 „ 1868 

861 „ 1868 
875 

876 „ 1879 

850 „ 1853 
850 „ 1853 
880 

847 „ 1840 
847 „ 1848 

847 „ 1853 
847 „ 1848 
850 „ 1859 

847 „ 1850 

848 „ 1851 

849 „ 1851 



fi 



[852 

l858 

1861 

1865 

.869 

866 

1866 

1867 

L870, 

1872 , 

.874 , 

1875 

L877 ,. 

1879,, 



„ 1866 
„ 1861 
„ 1864 
,,1868 



ijxrsnt 
,, 1868 
, 1869 
, 1879 
. 1878 

prsnt 

1876 
prsnt 



,» 



}> 
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BofBeU, John , 

Bead, Henry 

Rouse, WilUam 

Ramsden, John 

Bhodei, Charles 

Bogerson, Michael ... 

BawBOD, John 

Bouse, Francis 

Bipley, Henry Wm.... 
Bennards, Thomas ... 

Bohson, John 

Biley, James 

Bndd, Bohert 

Badd, Jeremiah 

Bhodes, Manoah 

Bamsden, Dand 

Bobinson, James 

Bohertshaw, Jeremiah 



• ••••■ ••# 



Beeney, J. L. 

BamboU, Henry 

Bead, Bei^amin 

Bawnaley, John 

Bipley, Edward, jnn. . 
Bohertshaw, Lnther . . . 
Batdiffe, Henry B. ... 



1847 

1847 

1847 

CI847 

ll858 

1847 

1847 

(1847 

1 1854 

1849 

1850 

1851 

1851 

1852 

1858 

1858 

(1856 

(1871 

1856 

1856 

(1857 

1 1870 

1860 

1861 

1865 

1868 

1871 

1877 

1880 



Stead, William 1847 

Smith, Samnel, Mel- (1847 

boome Place 1 1859 

Smith, Joseph 1848 

Sharp, John 1851 

Smith, John (^^^ 

* (1859 

Bhaokleton, Bobert ... 1853 

Sohofield, John, 

OoUegeHonse 1855 

fl859 
Storey, Samnel <1863 

(.1869 

Sagar, Stephen 1859 

Smith, G.P 1859 

Stephen«)n, Thomas.. { \^^ 

Salmond, David 1861 

Sntdiffe, Wilson |J|^^ 

Scott, Silas 1863 

Sntdiffe, Samuel 1863 



to 1849 
1858 
1848 
1852 
1868 
1853 
1848 
1853 
1865 
1851 
1853 
1854 
1854 
1855 
1855 
1859 
1859 
1875 
1858 
1861 
1866 
1875 
1863 
1863 
1871 
1871 
1874 
prsnt 



1849 
1848 
1864 
1851 
1854 
1854 
1862 
1856 

1864 
1860 
1867 
1871 
1860 
1865 
1863 
1880 
1863 
1868 
1880 
1868 
1866 



Snowden, Henry 

Scholefield, Joseph ... 

Salt, Titns, jon 

Shepherd, W. H 

Sharp, Jacob 

Stockdale, Harry 

Sharp, Moses 

Smith, Isaac 

Sowden, David 

Sleight, John 

Sohofidd, John, 

Bowling 

Stake, Francis 

Stephenson, B. G 

Smith, Benjamin 

Smith, Joseph 



1864 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1873 
1873 
1874 
1874 
1875 
1877 

1877 
1877 
1879 
1880 
1880 



to 1873 
to 1870 
„ 1&71 
,,1871 
„ 1876 
,,1877 
„ 1876 
,, prsnt 

if *i 

„ 1880 

„ 1880 
,, prsnt 

»i f» 



Tetley, George G 


. 1847 


„ 1848 


Terry, William 


. 1847 


.,1849 


Tordoff, John 


. 1847 


„ 1848 


Tattersall, W. P 


. 1852 


,,1855 


Tomer, Edward 


. 1854 


,,1856 




(1854 


„ 1857 


Tankard, James M. .. 


^1868 


» 1874 




tl876 


„ 1879 


Tetley, Benjamin 


. 1858 


,,1868 


Thompson, M. W. 


(1858 
■ 1 1870 


„ 1860 
..1872 


Terry, Benjamin 


. 1860 


„ 1868 


Taylor, William 


. 1868 


„ 1866 


Tnmer, Charles 


. 1863 


.,1869 


Tomlinson, John 


. 1867 


„ 1870 


Thornton, John 


(1868 
(1875 


,,1872 




„ 1876 


Taylor, John 


1869 


„1«80 


Thornton, Israel 


1871 


., 1877 


Thompson, Piele 


. 1871 


„ 1875 


Thompson, James 


1875 


,,1877 


Tordoff, T.D 


1877 


„pr8nt 


Thornton, W.D 


1877 


», ,, 



Wade, Joseph 1848 

Wright, Isaac 1849 

Wade, John 1849 

Walker, William, 

Boiling HaU 1850 

Wright, Joseph 1849 

/1850 
Whitehead, William... i 1860 

1 1871 
Wilkinson, Samnel ... 1851 

Wilkinson, Chris. ...{J®^ 



,,1849 
,,1853 
„ 1850 

,,1852 
„ 1855 
„ 1855 
„ 1867 
„ 1875 
,,1854 
,,1859 
.,1866 
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Waller, Gharlee 

Wright, William 

Waad, Edward 

WiUdnaon, William ... 

"Webeter, Bob«rt 

Wroe, Peter 

Woodhead, William... 

Wiloock, John 

Weet, Edward 

Whitley, Nathan 

Walker, William 

Wright, John, ten ... 
Wade, Joeeph, Jan. ... 



HIBTOBIOAL N0TS8. 

1854 to 1857 Waad,G.M 1868 

1854 „ 1860 Wright, John, jon. ... 1869 

1855 „ 1856 WlUdnaon, Henry 1871 

1856 „ 1860 Wateon, William 1872 

1857 „ 1857 Wright, Stead 1873 

1857 „ 1868 Willey, Francis 1874 

1860 „ 1863 White, Joieph 1874 

f 1860 „ 1864 Wright, Matthew 1875 

i 1873 ,,1877 Wat«m, T.A. 1875 

C 1861 „ 1865 Walker, Jamee 1876 

U872 „ 1874 Waring, Denton 1872 

1862 „ 1866 Watmongh, Ephratm. 1876 

1867 WiUey, Charlee 1877 

1 1866 „ 1873 Wood, W. W 1877 

(1874„pnnt Y«wd«ll Hem^ P®^ 

1867 „ 1876 *«'»""' "«^ 1 1880 



to 1874 
„pmit 
„ 1875 
„ 1877 
„ 1875 
„ 1878 
„pmit 
„ 1878 
,. 1880 
„prsnt 

ft it 

f> If 

•I >• 

» If 

,,1850 



Town Clerk— W. T. MoGowen 

Deputy Town Clerk — ^Joeeph Bawson 
Beoorder— Gainsford Bmoe 

Clerk of Peace ^Alexander Neill ... 

Proeeonting Solicitor^ 

Frank McOowen 

Acoonntant—Frederic D. Sandell ... 

Chief Collector • J. W. GiU 

Boroogh Sarreyor— J. H. Cox 

Waterworks Engineer— A. B. Binnie. 

Medical Officer— Harris Batterfleld... 

Public Analyst — 

F. M. Bimmiugton ... 

Chief Inspector of Nuisances — 

James Chambers 

Gbks Manager— David Shallow 

Gas Engineer— W. 8. Whitehead ... 
Chief Constable— James Withers ... 

Chief Librarian— C. G. Yiigo 

Manager Defoaoation Works- 
George Alsing 

Markets Superintendent- 
William Bradbury ... 



Appointed April 18th, 1866} idary, 
JB1500 per annum. 

Appointed April 18th, 1866 ; salary, 
iB450 per annum. 

Appointed July 1st, 18 r7; salary, 
JB200 per annum. 

Appointed October Ist, 1877 ; salary, 
J6150 per annum. 

Appointed October 1st, 1877 ; salary, 
iSlOO per annum. 

Appointed October, 1880; salary, 
iBSOO per annum. 

Appointed October, 1880; salary, 
iB200 per annum. 

Appointed January 11th, 1870 ; salary, 
i6500 per annum. 

Appointed March 1st, 1875 ; salary, 
iglOOO per annum. 

Appointed April 25th, 1873 ; salary, 
i$500 per annum. 

Appointed June 1st, 1874; salary, 
JBIOO per annum. 

Appointed April 1st, 1878; salary, 
4170 per annum. 

Appointed June 30th, 1871 ; salary, 
41000 per annum. 

Appointed June 30th, 1871; salary, 
4300 per annum. 

Appointed January 1st, 1875 ; salary, 
4400 per annum. 

Appointed October 10th, 1871 ; salary, 
4200 per annum. 

Appointed August 25tli, 1874; salary, 
4350 per annum. 

Appointed September 24th, 1866 s 
salary, 4150 per annum. 



INDEX. 



Paok. 



Abattoir Gompanv's premises 
purchased by Corporation... 198 

" Acst for paving, lighting, watch- 
ing, and improving the town 
of Bradford" passed in 1803 18 
List of first Commissioners 19 

Act establishing the Coart of 
Bequests passed in 1793; its 
oppressive working and result 44 

Aldermen, list of 227 

Andrew, John, an early polioe 
officerofnote 69 

Atkinson. Bev. W., " afternoon 
man^' at the parish ohuroh 
for sixty-two years 47 

B 

Back-to-baok Houses prohibited 145 
Supplementary Bye-laws 

enacted 146 

Bakes, W., Inspector of Nuisances 109 
Ballot Act, first operation of in 

Bradford 191 

Bank Street Improvements on 
the site of Union Passage and 
the old Post Office ; rormer 

residents in the locality 198 

Bartle's Comer 156 

Baths and Washhouses Act 
adopted in Bradford, and 

baths established 155 

Beaumont, T., surgeon, oommia- 
doner, alderman, and chair- 
man of Sanitarv Committee 144 
Billingsley, Edwara, invention 

for consuming smoke 84 

Binnie, Alexander B., appointed 

waterworks eugineer 203 

Binns, Jim, a eoft water dealer. . . 73 
Bishop Blaise, grand celebration 62 
Blessaid, J., stapler and oilman 37 
Block plan of Bradford in 1700 8 

Bower Family 46 

Bowling Park, opening of 216 

Bowling Cemetery, purchase of 221 
Board of Surveyors first elected 
by the vestry, March 24, 1843 94 

9 



Faoi. 

Board of Health formed 71 

Bolton township annexed to the 

borough 198 

First election for councillors 194 
Added to N. Bierlev Union 208 
Boothj John, clerk of the Com- 
missioners thirty-one years 71 
Borough of Bradford — 

Bapid progress of in 1851-2 126 

Townships of 220 

Townships incorporated 219 

Bateable value of 220 

Population of 220 

Dwelling-houses in 2^ 

Division into wBfds 221 

Representatives of 221 

Borrowing powers 225 

Bates 225 

Bdfd. Improvement Act, 1850^— 
Diaft of the Bill, fierce 
opposition, amicable ar^ 
rangement suggested : 
Health of Towns' Bill 
incorporated with slight 
exceptions; Bill received 
Boyal assent, July 20th, 

1850 115 

Brdfd. Corporatn. and Waterwks. 

Company's Bill of 1853... 130 

Both rejected 131 

Promoters of Corporation 
scheme served with an 
iiyunction; renewed con- 
test, truce, and final 
agreement; amount paid 132 
Supplementary Act obtained 
authorising Corporation 
to borrow money and 

levy a separate rate 183 

Bdfd. Waterw'ks. Extension Act, 

1858— Details of works, Ac. 141 
Bradford Corporation Act of 
1868, for mcrease of water 
supply, proposed Town Hall, 
purchase of Bradford Moor 
for a recreation ground, and 
further street improvements ; 
application partly failed, but 
some important points gained 
on its renewal next year 17^ 



u. 



INDEX. 



Paob. 
Bdfd. Improrement Act, 1873— 
Conttraotioii of additional 
Waterworks and ezten- 
■ion of the Borough, 
passed with some modi- 
fications Id2 

Bradford Waterworks and Im- 
t^rovement Act^ 1876 — 
Water sopply inadequate^ 
fresh borrowing powers 
sought for the constrno- 
tion of Upper Barden 
reservoirs, Ac. ; also for 
new gasworks, and the 
purolutse of land for 
Morton and Bowling 
parks ; the Bill strongly 
opposed, but it receiTed 
the Royal assent in 

June, 1875 196 

Bradford Waterworks and Im- 
provement Act, 1878 211 

Biacuord Waterworks and Im- 
provement Act, 1881 — 

Provisions of 218 

Opposition to 219 

Boyalaasent 219 

Bradford Corporation^* 

List of Members 227 

Bradford Savings Bank first held 42 

Bradford Hall erected 5 

Bradford Qub, established 1760 ; 

leading members 22 

Bdfd. Beck, enoroaohments upon 89 

Bradford Canal, nuisance of 88 

'* Bradf ordObserver," estab. 1834 71 

Bradford Union formed; serious 

riot at the Court -House; 

Riot Act read, and eight of 

the rioters committed to 

York Castle 76 

Biadfordians who became the 

first Commissioners 19 

Bradford Theatre 42 

Brdfd. Moor Recreation Ground 217 

Bradford Markets 211 

Bradford Fairs- 
Alterations of date of holding 217 
Bradford exhibits at the Great 

Exhibition of 1851 125 

Bradford Assembly Booms 156 

Bradbnrv, Wm., Superintendent 

of Markets and Fairs 159 

Brayshaw, Wm., alderman ; the 
oldest member of Council; 

elected mayor in 1866 171 

British Association in Bradford 194 
Britannia Mills erected by C. So 
E.Ward in 1836. ThekrfirBst 
spinning and manufacturing 
premises in existence at the 
time 209 



Paos. 

Brookshank, Wm., silversmith, 
councillor; an earnest sup- 
porter of the local charities, 
and connected with the 
Floral Society 199 

Brownroyd Reservoir opnd., 1875 202 

Brown, H., a successful draper 
and clothier; alderman and 
seventh mayor : aealous in 
the discharge of every duty, 
and said to have amended 
more public meetings than 
any previous ^ mayor ; left 
large legacies in his will for 
educational and charitable 
purposes 144 

Butterfield, Harris, appointed 
medical officer of health 191 



Canal question settled 187 

Castle said to have been in Ber- 

mondsey, Note 35 

Cappala Croft, a famous play- 
ground 18 

Census in 1780 to determine the 
right of Soke; Number of 
ixmabitants in the townships, 
9; Census twenty years 
Utter, 9; Census in 1881 ... 220 
Charter of Incorporation — 
Long contest betw'n the pro- 
moters and opponents 95 
Meeting in Mechanics' Insti- 
tute and resolve to apply 
to the Privy Counol; 
another meeting called; 
guarantee fund raised 97 
Analysis of signatures and 

counter petition 99 

Inquiry by Major Jebb and 
result ef scrutiny on 

bothsides 101 

Refusal of the grant 102 

Steps adopted to renew the 
application to the Privy 
Council ; petition pre- 
sented in January, 1847 ; 
Charter granted by the 
Privy Coonoil, on the 

24th of April 102 

Cheapside widened 75 

Cholera in Bradford 117, 118, 161 

Christ Church, removal of 211 

Clough, Wm., Clerk to the Board 
of Highway Surveyors, 85 ; 
appointed accountant and 
collector to the Corporation, 
86; do. as Commissioners... 109 
Oobden Statue, inangoiation of 210 



INDEX. 



m. 



Page. 

CommiBsionerB, Ligfatiiig and 
Watching — 
Obtain Act of Parliament, 

1803 18 

List of first CommisnonerB 19 

Powers 22 

Limits of jnrisdiction 25 

First meeting and appoint- 
ment of officers 26 

Componnd with creditors ... 48 

Places of meeting 40 

Collision with Highway Snr- 

yeyors 58 

List of Commissioners 91 

Transfer of power to Cor- 
poration 108 

Cooper, J. A^ first town derk... 106 

Corporation Officers — 

Salaries of 282 

Corporation Seal 107 

Corporation constituted a Burial 
Board 139 

Corporation Acts of Parliunent— 
1850, 115 ; 1854, 130 ; 1855, 
133 ; 1858, 141 ; 1868, 174 ; 
1878, 193 ; 1875, 196 ; 1878, 
211; 1881 218 

Corporation Waterworks — 

List of Beserroirs 226 

Corporation — List t>f Members 227 

Councillors first elected 104 

Qoalifications of 103 

Councillors, list of 228 

Council, motion to adjourn six 

months 117 

Council in a fix 148 

Court House, Westgate, sketch of 34 

Court House, Hall Ings, erected 
1833-34 ; particulars of cost 72 

Court of Quarter Sessions 
granted; Hecorder appointed 
by the GoTemment 208 

CoTcred Markets, Eirkgate, as 
completed in 1872, formally 
opened by the mayor: the 
rest of the markets in Raw- 
son Place and Leeds Boad 
beffun, 193; opening of 211 

CowgillLane 134 

Cox, John H., appointed borough 
surveyor 303 

Crosse, Bev. J., established first 
Sunday school in Bradford 56 

B 

Dale, John, commissioner, town 
councillor, many years secy, 
to the Mechanics' Institute 138 

Dawson, M., councillor, alder- 
man, and mayor; proposed 
the purchase of Lister Park 188 



Page. 

Dean, Rev. John, minister of the 

Presbyterian Chapel, Chapel 

Lane, and one of founders of 

the Bradford Library in 1774 35 

Distress in 1837, means used to 

alleviate 76 

Documents left by the Commis- 
sioners and Surveyors 2 

Drainage works resolTed on and 

undertaken 142 

Second loan obtained for ex- 
tending the system 160 

Driver, Peter, councillor ... ... 113 



Exchange Buildings, Piccadilly 65 
Exchange, Market St., foun^ 

tion stone of 155 

Exchange Railway Station — 

EnOurgement of 217 



F 



Farrar, Joseph, commissioner, 
alderxnan. and mayor, and in- 
defatigable member of the 
Corporation; one of founders 
of Mechanics' Institute 157 

Fawcett, Bichard, & Sons pur- 
chased and rebuilt Holme 
Mills, 44 ; B. Fawcett, jun., 
the leading spirit of the 
worsted txitde, a Commis- 
sioner forty-two years 44 

Fire engines acquired in 1806; 
First Fire Brigade, 56; Fire 
Brigade station 199 

Flood in Dec., 1837, damage and 
loss of life, 78; Flood in 
1859 and estimated damsge 142 

Forbes, Henry, third mayor, 
energetic public man ; active 
promoter of the Grreat Ex- 
hibition ; one of the founders 
of the Mechanics' Institute 123 

Forster, W. E., Lectures on 
" Pau^rism and its proposed 
remedies" 113; Nominated 
for the East Ward 113 

Free Libraries Act adopted ; 
rooms tak'n for Free Library 
in Bradford; removal to 
Darley Street 187 



Gkmiett, James, sen., set up in 
1794 first worsted spinning 
machine in Bradford 41 

Gamett, James, jun., alderman 125 



I?. 
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Paob. 
Gaalight Compuiy formed, 1821, 
fint ohairinaii and officersi 
60 ; traniferred to Corpora- 
tion in 1871, 180; new gas- 

worke at BirkahiOl 11« 

Oathome Hardy (Ld.Cnuibrook) 104 
Grentry in Qoodman'e-end fifty 

years ago 47 

George Hotel 41 

(George and Dragon Inn 213 

GKll, J. W., appointment ae chief 

collector 218 

Godwin, J. Venimore, alderman, 
an energetic member of the 
Council; maTor, 1865-6; a 
member of uie first Brad- 
ford School Board, and the 
Chamber of Commerce, 100, 165 

Gordon, John, alderman 138 

Gott, Chas., appointed boronffh 
eurveyor and waterworui 

manager, 138; resigned 202 

Gbaahan, Wm., sacceeded Mr. 
Leyeratt as chief constable 143 



Hailstone, S., solicitor, captain 
of the first company of the 
Bradford Volonteers in 1804 43 

Halllngs formed ^ 59 

Hamer, John, appointed borough 

acooontuit, 191 ; resigned 218 
HardT, John, attorney, promoted 
the purchase of the Royds 
Hall estate, and the forma- 
tion of Low Moor Company 42 
Hardy, John, barrister, recorder 
of Leeds, one of the first 
Parliamentary representa- 

tives of the borouffn 89 

Hemingways, of Boldshay 6 

Hick, Joseph, alderman 212 

Highway Hnrreyors, new board 84 
Hobbis, Wm., surveyor to the 

Commissioners 56 

Holden, Angus, elected mayor, 
214 ; Estimate of character, 
business connections, muni- 
cipal career, opened Bowling 
Park, his sympathy with 
philanthropic movements, 

public enterprise 222 

Holme Mill, fire at, in 1804 44 

Hoppey, H., usher at Grammar 
School and churchwarden's 

accountant 3 

Horton Park, fint steps towards 

its acquisition, 190 ; opening 213 
Hudson, Joseph, acting Superin- 
teadent of the Fin Brigade 143 



Paos. 

Hudson,Wm. Hector, town derk ; 
concluded bargain with the 
old Waterworks Company, 
and watched the Act of 1854 
through Parliament ; suc- 
ceeded to his uncle Wa^- 
staff's business, and took m 
Mr. Darlington as partner; 
died 1861 147 

Hustler, John, one of the earliest 
promoters of the trade of 
Bradford, and energetic in 
the improvement of the town 42 



Ibbotson, Hy., boro' accountant 86 

IdleHUl Beeerroir 211 

Ivegate, top of, widened 76 

J 

Jarratt, John, one of founders of 
Low Moor Ironworks 41 

Jebb, Majorj conducts inquiry 
into Totmg for Grant of 
Charter 101 

Jowett, Wm., contractor under 
CommissionesB 50 

Johnson's Map of Bradford in 1802 14 

Judy Barrett 35 

K 
Kenion, Edward, aldexman 157 

Ii 

Law, James, alderman, the only 
member of the Council who 
never sat as councillor ; mayor 
in 1867-8; a devoted Con- 
gregationalist ; member of 
uie School Board, Chamber 
of Commerce 177 

Laycook, Samuel, bank manager, 
first treasurer of the Corpor- 
ation 171 

Leeds and Bradford Bailway 
opened 82 

Levemtt, Wm., chief constable 143 

Lister, G. T., estimate of his 
character ; said to have been 
best auctioneer out of L'ndn. 127 

Lister Park — 

Mr. S. C. Lister's offer of 
Manningham Park ; dis- 
cussion and votes ; offer 
accepted 188 

Lister, S. C, marble statue 
erected by public subecription 184 
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FlOB. 

Luptoiij Joshnai woolstapler, 
aobve towDsman, commis- 
■ioner, and one of the first 
aldermen ,. 134 

M 

Mann, Thoa. A John, the first 
staff merchants in Bradford ; 
the former noted for making 
''cork legs;" also bnilt 
MannTille House 88 

Manor H'll re-blt. by Mr. Bawson 5 

Manor and manorial rights pnr- 
ohased in 1795 by Bcqj . Raw- 
son, and erected a new mar- 
ket house, 11; manorial 
rights purchased, Act of 
Parliament obtained 158 

Market House erected by John 
Hustler and others 10 

Market Property re-modelled, 
and new covered market hall 
erected 159 

Market House at Waterloo built 
by Ber. Godfrey Wright ... 63 

Market Street, improvement of ; 
first note strucK for obtaining 
a charter of incorporation ... 83 

Marriage of the Prince of Wales, 
festiTities and procession ... 153 

Maud, W. , leather breeches maker 37 

Maud, William, surgeon 36 

Mayors, list of 227 

Mayor's Chain presented 137 

Mayoral Dinners, first, 106 ; sus- 
pension of 130, 145 

McGowen, W. T., deputy town 
clerk of Liverpool, succeeded 
Mr. Bayner as town clerk ... 162 

Medical Officer of Health apntd. 191 

Milligan, B., a Scotch lowlander 
and travelling draper, settled 
in Bradford about 1810, and 
became a most successful 
stuff merchant ; was elected 
the first mayor, and twice 
member of Parliament ...36, 113 

Mills first erected by Messrs. 
Swaine» Bamsbotham A Co., 
Biofaard Fawcett & Son, and 
John Band, senior 9 

Mitchell, Henry, mayor, partner 
in the large firm of A. & S. 
Henry A Co., distinguished 
for business sagacity and 
keen perception of mercan- 
tile interests; president of 
Bradford Technical Schools 203 

Mossman, G B., law clerk to the 
Commissioners, clerk to the 
W. IL Magistntes ...71, 85, 185 



Page. 

Mossman, Dr., renowned for his 
prof essional skill 48 

Murgatroyd, Wm., mayor during 
two years ; engaged in sevend 
railway schemes 139 

Newboult, J. T., appointed rate 
collector, 86 ; death of 217 

New Exchange, foundation stone 
laid by Lord Palmerston ... 155 

New Leeda Orphan School 214 

New Street (afterwards Market 
Street) projected by John 
Hustler, and name changed 
on removal of market from 
Westgate 11 

O 

Oastler Statue, erected on the 

site of the Old Woolpack Inn 181 
Occupiers of dwellings above J64 

rentalinl806 27 

Octagon Chapel (first Wesleyan) 45 

Officers of the Corporation 232 

Old Bradfordians of note 35 

Old Brewery established in 1757 45 
Old Cockpit, a Baptist Church, 
Wesleyan preaching -room; 
from the steps John Wesley 

preached in 1757 65 

Old Court House in Westgate ... 34 
Old Waterworks Co. obtained 
Parliamentary sanction to 
extend their scheme; new 
proprietory and change of 
name to Bradford Water- 
works Company 81 

Outhwaite, Thomas, surgeon, 
father of Dr. Outhwaite 39 

P 

Palmerston, Lord, laid founda- 
tion-stone of New Exchange 155 

Peckover. Edmund, treasurer to 
the Lighting and Watc^g 
Commissioners 26 

Peel Park declared free of debt 153 
Handed over to Corporation 153 

Peel Statue inaugurated 134 

Permanent Art Gallery, estab- 
lishment of 214 

Persons keeping carriages in 1798 14 

Persons charg^ble with duty on 
houses in 1798 14 

Police Saperannuation Fund 
established 148 

Poor's account, amount raised by 
"East" and "WeatEnd^' 2 



VI. 
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Page. 

Preston, John , woolstapler 88 

Priestley, Briggs, elected Mayor, 
209 ; sooceesf al bnsineae ca- 
reer ; mnnicipal connection ; 
opened Horton Park, 213; 
liberal supporter of benevo- 
lent moTemente 214 

Promoters of the Lighting and 
Watching Act 17 

" Publics " in New Street in 1805 
and the occupiers 41 



Queen's Mills and Soke Bights... 186 

B 

Band, John, & Sons,^ aided 
materially in developing the 

worsted trade 43 

Band, Wm.^ one of the first alder- 
men, director of waterworks 
company, and mayor; a 

Liberal-Conservative 129 

Bamsden, John, heald and slay 
maker, a commissioner, coun- 
cillor, and twice aide rman ... 1 65 
Bawson, Wm., an enterprising 
attorney and general trader ; 
lessee of the market tolls, 
manager of the Bradford 
taxes ; rebuilt Manor Hall 4 
Bawflon, John, solicitor, his sp- 
pointment as town clerk, 109 ; 

resignation 123 

BawBOUj John, cotton spinner... 221 
Bawson, Jos., appointed deputy 

town clerk 163 

Bawson B Arms Inn, site now 

occupied by District Bank... 153 
Bawson v, Wright, an action by 
the^ Lord of the Manor 
against the Bev. Godfrey 
Wright for the erection of 
the Waterloo market in Hall 

Ings 68 

Bayner, Joseph, solicitor, Brig- 
house, succeeded Mr. H ad- 
son as town clerk, 148; 

resigned 161 

Bedhead, Bev. S 43 

Bef use Destructor 215 

Bhodes, Charles, councillor 122, 154 
Bhodes^Manoi^,suoces8ful silver^ 
smith, alderman and mayor 200 

Bichardsons of Birkshall 7 

Bipley, Edward, the parent of Sir 
H. W. Bipley; leased the 

Bowling Dye Works 164 

Bookeries in Bradford 12 

Bowntree, I., surveyor of streets 109 



Paoi. 

8 

Salt, Titus, Bart., bom at Morley, 
embariced in business, his 
successful employment of 
alpaca in Bradford trade, 
vast works erected at Salt- 
aire, elected second mayor, 
elected Member of Parlia- 
ment, created a baronet, 
1867,119; statue erected ... 199 

Sandell, F. I)., appointment as 
borough accountant 218 

Sanitary Committee first apntd. 49 

School Board, first election, list 
of members 184 

Schuster, Leo, first foreigner who 
erected a warehouse in Bdfd. 152 

Semon, Charles Joseph, the first 
foreign merchant elected 
mayor; a successful business 
man, foremost in many bene- 
volent enterprises, erected 
and endowed the Convales- 
cent Home at Ilkley, and 
presented it to the Corpora- 
tion in 1876 160 

Sewage Defoecation scheme ; 
collapse of the Peat En- 
gineering and Sewage Filtra- 
tion Company; process of 
precipitation by lime success- 
fully carried out ; the cost, 
176 ; purchase of land at 
Baildon 209 

Sharp, Wm., an eminent surgeon 89 

Shaw, E. W., borough surveyor 123 

Smith, Jos., land agent, designed 
several turnpike roads, com- 
missioner, and afterwards 
alderman 141 

Smith, Samuel, mayor three years 
in succession; chief promoter 
of St. George s Hall, and 
Festival Choral Society 136 

Smith, S., of Melbourne Place, 
alderman ; amassed a vast 
library ; first to suggest the 
foi-mation of Free Library... 176 

Smoke Nuisance first complained 
of 57 

Social Science meeting in Bdfd. 143 

Soke dues extinguished by the 
Corporation purchase of the 
Queen's Mills 186 

"Spice Cake Comer" 133 

Stansfield family and the Esholt 
estates 6 

Station house in Swaine St. 74, 107 

St. George's Hall- 
Foundation stone laid 186" 

Opened with Musical Festival 136 
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Pagb. 
Street ImprovementB ; offioial 
inqniry before applying to 
Parliament for powers to 
deal with Tyrrel Street, 
Market Street, Westgate, 

Eirkgate, WeU Street 152 

Sun Bri&e Road, Formation of 212 
Satoliffe, Wibon, snooeeded Aid. 
Mitchell as mayor, intimately 
associated with the improTO- 
ments and expansion of the 
dyeing trade; partner in the 
firm (n Messrs. Kipley& Son 206 

T 

Technical School, Bradford 223 

Thomnson, M. W., sacoeeded 
Alderman Wright as mayor, 
151 ; elected mayor a second 
time, and performed the open- 
ing ceremony at the Town 
Hall; called to the bar; 
acquired by marriage the Old 
Brewery; elected Member of 
Parliament, 19^; presenta- 
tion of plate in St. Qeorge's 
Hall ; appointed chairman of 

the Midland Bailway 106 

Thompson, Bichprd, an attorney 7 

Thornton Moor Besetroir 211 

Town Hall, Tarions sites pro- 
posed and final decision, 168 ; 
foondation stone laid by the 
Mayor, Mark Dawson, 184 ; 

description of 191 

Town Council, first meeting of... 105 
Town's affairs managed by the 

Vestry before 1803 1 

Tradesmen of note in 1805 88 

Tramways Scheme— Powers ob- 
tained for; construction of 215 

Trout, T., postinaster 39 

Tories, now Tyrrel Street 46 



Undercliffe Cemetery opened ... 186 
Union Passage, daring pursuit of 

rioters by dragoon 198 

Upper Harden Bdserroir 206 



Paoi. 



Yestry, long the ruling power in 

town's affiurs 4 

Yiotoria Hotel, first proposed ... 153 
Visitof Japanese Ambaasadors... 194 

W 

Wagstaffj John Beid, first re- 

tummg officer 105 

Watchmen, under the Commis- 
sioners, number of beats: 
remuneration, clothing, and 
shelter of the watchmen; 
allowed to call persons up 

early 51 

Waterworks in Westgate 72 

Waterworks, defects m Doe Park 

and Barden reservoirs 155 

Waterworks, rival schemes 80 

Waterworks, plan of 225 

Waud, Christopher, alderman ... 164 

Wand, George Motley, mayor of 

Bradford, 206; prominent in 

mercantile affairs ; municipal 

career ; J.P. ; and energetic 

Conservative 209 

West, Edward^ a leading member 
of the Society of Fnends, and 
the first of that body to be- 
come mayor ; an able finan- 
cier, and well entitled to the 
local appellation, "Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer" 179, 181 
Whitehead, ¥rilliam,8lderman... 216 
Wickham, H. W., M.P., death of 171 
Wilson, Quaker philanthropist... 88 
Withers, James, succeeded Mr. 

G-rauhan as chief constable 199 
Wood, J>, sen., comb manufcix. 87 

Woolcombers' strike 62 

Wright, Isaac, woolstapler, three 
times mayor, twenty years 
treasurer of the Exchange 
buUdingSj rewarded by three 
preeent^ons of plate, monu- 
ment nused hj his widow and 
son, in erection of thirteen 
houses of the Tr^esmen's 
Home 150 



EBBATUM. 

In page 206, instead of *' for the first time under the provisions of the 
Ballot Act," readi-" under the new arrangement caused by the division 
of the words into polling distriote." 
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